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So, we’re officially in spring. 
I wish someone would tell 
the weather that.

These days most of us have an 
e-mail address, either for work or 
for personal use. Come to think 
of it, most of you receive this 
magazine via e-mail. It’s proba-
bly one of the most common and 
important methods of communi-
cation these days. But it doesn’t 
come without its little problems.

The first thing I do when I 
sit down at my computer in the 
mornings is open my e-mail. I re-
ceive hundreds of e-mails every 
week, most of them concerning 
the magazine.

Yet every day I receive at least 
one scam or phising e-mail. I of-
ten get e-mails from some or oth-
er African prince telling me that 
his father, the king, has passed 
away. He’s been left millions 
of dollars, but needs my help in 
getting the money released from 
the bank. All I have to do is trans-
fer some of my money (usually 
a few thousand dollars) into an 
account and this will ensure that 
his money is released to him. Of 
course he will pay me at least one 
million dollars for my troubles.

These are known as “419” 
scams and will cost you mon-

ey without ever seeing a cent in 
return. Everyone knows about 
them, but people still obviously 
fall for them.

Phising e-mails are normal-
ly from someone claiming to be 
your bank. What they are trying 
to do is get your account number 
and security passwords so they 
can clean out your account.

I received a new and different 
scam recently. We have a post 
office box and I received a letter 
from the USA. It was addressed 
to ‘The Editor’.

Inside was a blank CD. Noth-
ing was written on it and there 
was no covering letter. Just the 
blank CD.

Most people would be curious 
and pop it into their computer as 
soon as they arrived home. Big 
mistake.

The CD will be filled with vi-
ruses such as spyware, malware 
or even ransomware. Moral of 
the story - don’t even think about 
trying to use the CD. Throw it 
away.

Until next month.

Matt
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Top Ten worst military mistakes
Throughout history, battles have been lost to bad weather, insufficient weaponry and bad luck. But 
what about those for which poor judgment and shoddy planning are to blame? We look at ten of 
the worst mistakes in military history.
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It was the Scots poet Rob-
ert Burns who wrote in his 
poem To a Mouse “The best 

laid plans of mice and men of-
ten go awry.”

A lot of planning and atten-
tion to detail is normally giv-
en to most military operations. 
Yet, as Mr. Burns quotes, the 
best laid plans can go belly up.

Throughout the course of his-
tory many battles have been lost 
due to factors that were beyond 
the control of those that drew 
up the plans.

Unpredicted and unseasonal 
weather, poor intelligence, in-
sufficient weaponry and some-
times just plain bad luck have 
often changed the outcome of a 
battle.

Sometimes you can come up 
with a brilliant strategy that is 
planned to meticulous detail 
and still lose the battle. Mainly 
because the enemy had a better 
plan. To quote a proverb from 
the Bible, “Man plans, God 
laughs.”

Yet, as history tells us, many 
battles and even wars have been 
lost as a result of poor judge-
ment, bad planning and, in some 
cases, a total lack of planing.

Anyone can lose a battle. All 
you need to have is a weaker 
army than your opponent.

What takes a special talent is 
to lose a battle when you start 
off with all the advantages in 

your own favour.
Some commanders have man-

aged to throw away the power 
of greater numbers, strong po-
sitions and superior weaponry 
with blunders of such awesome 
scale that they have ended up 
losing a battle that, logical-
ly, they should have won with 
ease.

These people have, to coin 
an old cliché, “Snatched defeat 
from the jaws of victory.”

Here are ten of the most im-
pressive military mistakes in 
history. 

10. Little Big Horn
The Great Sioux War of 1876 

was fought between the Unit-
ed States Army and the Plains 
Indians that consisted of the 
Lakota, Northern Cheyenne, 
and Arapaho tribes.

Perhaps the most significant 
action of this war was the Bat-
tle of Little Big Horn which 
took place on 25-26 June 1876, 
along the Little Bighorn River 
in the Crow Indian Reservation 
in southeastern Montana Terri-
tory.

To the Lakota and other 
Plains Indians it was known as 
the Battle of the Greasy Grass. 
It is also aptly referred to as  
Custer’s Last Stand.

The battle was an over-
whelming victory for the Lako-
ta, Northern Cheyenne, Dakota 

Sioux and Arapaho, who were 
led by several major war lead-
ers, including Crazy Horse and 
Chief Gall, and had been in-
spired by the visions of Sitting 
Bull.

The U.S. 7th Cavalry, a force 
of 700 men, suffered a major 
defeat while under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel 
George Armstrong Custer (for-
merly a brevetted major gen-
eral during the American Civil 
War). Five of the 7th Cavalry’s 
twelve companies were anni-
hilated and Custer was killed, 
as were two of his brothers, a 
nephew and a brother-in-law. 

The total U.S. casualty count 
included 268 dead and 55 se-
verely wounded (six died later 
from their wounds), including 
four Crow Indian scouts and at 
least two Arikara Indian scouts.

Custer made some classic 
blunders. The first mistake was 
not actually made by Custer. 
The US Army believed that 
they were facing a force of 
about 800. The actual size of 
the enemy force was between 
1,500 and 2,500.

While Custer had 12 com-
panies under his command, he 
split his force. He took five com-
panies with him. Three compa-
nies were allocated to Major 
Marcus Reno and another three 
to Captain Frederick Benteen. 
One company was allocated to 

the Pack Train under First Lieu-
tenant Edward Mathey.

Custer also underestimated 
the weaponry of his enemy. 
The Cavalry was armed with 
breech-loading, single-shot 
Springfield Model 1873 car-
bines, and the 1873 Colt sin-
gle-action revolver.

The Indians, however, were 
armed with not only spears and 
bows and arrows. About 450 of 
them carried firearms.

This included 100 that were 
armed with Winchester Mod 
1866 repeating rifles. While 
these may have had a short-
er range than the Springfield 
rifles, they had a much higher 
rate of fire.

Custer also refused to use 
a battery of Gatling guns, and 
turned down General Terry’s 
offer of an additional battal-
ion of the 2nd Cavalry. Custer 
believed that the Gatling guns 
would impede his march and 
hamper his mobility.

The Gatling guns could have 
made a huge difference to the 

outcome of the battle. Each of 
the heavy, hand-cranked weap-
ons could fire up to 350 rounds 
a minute.

9. Battle of Lake Trasimene
During the Second Punic War 

the Carthaginian command-
er Hannibal was marching his 
army through northern Italy 
against Rome.

Up against Hannibal was a 
Roman army under the com-
mand of Gaius Flaminius Nep-
os.

Flaminius set up camp near 
Rome at Arretium. He set up 
strong defences and waited for 
Hannibal to attack.

Hannibal, however, was hav-
ing none of it. He wanted to 
draw Flaminius out of his se-
cure camp.

Unable to goad Flaminius 
into battle, Hannibal marched 
boldly around his opponent’s 
left flank and effectively cut 
Flaminius off from Rome.

Still, Flaminius stubbornly 
kept his army in camp. Hanni-

bal decided to march on Apulia, 
hoping that Flaminius might 
follow him to a battlefield of his 
own choosing.

Flaminius, eager to exact re-
venge for the devastation of 
the countryside, and facing in-
creasing political criticism from 
Rome, finally marched against 
Hannibal.

On the morning of 24 June, 
Flaminius was pursuing Han-
nibal along the shores of Lake 
Trasimene when his advance 
guard caught up with Hanni-
bal’s rear guard  – this was a 
trap set up by Hannibal in order 
to ambush Flaminius. 

Flaminius ordered his entire 
army to race forwards to join 
the fighting. It would have tak-
en only a few minutes to send 
horsemen to scout the wood-
ed hills, but Flaminius did not 
do so. As his army raced for-
ward they lost formation, at 
which point Hannibal led his 
main army down from the hills 
where they had been hiding to 
crash into the disordered Ro-
man flank.

It was a massacre. Flamini-
us was killed and of his 30,000 
men, half were killed, a third 
captured and only 5,000 got out 
alive (although some sources 
suggest 15,000 were captured 
and 6,000 managed to flee). By 
failing to scout his flank, Fla-
minius lost the battle.

Hannibal’s victory over the 
Roman army at Lake Trasimene 
remains, in terms of the number 
of men involved, the largest 
ambush in military history. In 
the prelude to the battle, Han-
nibal also achieved the earliest 

LAST STAND: An artists impression of George Custer making
his last stand.
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known example of a strategic 
turning movement.

8. Battle of Yarmouk
The Battle of Yarmouk was a 

major battle between the army 
of the Byzantine Empire and 
the Muslim forces of the Rashi-
dun Caliphate. 

The battle consisted of a se-
ries of engagements that lasted 
for six days in August 636, near 
the Yarmouk River, along what 
today are the borders of Syria–
Jordan and Syria–Israel, east of 
the Sea of Galilee. 

The result of the battle was 
a complete Muslim victory 
which ended Byzantine rule in 
Syria. The Battle of Yarmouk is 
regarded as one of the most de-
cisive battles in military histo-
ry, and it marked the first great 
wave of early Muslim con-
quests after the death of Mu-
hammad, heralding the rapid 
advance of Islam into the then 
Christian Levant.

A 40,000 strong army of Mus-
lim Arabs led by Khalid ibn al-
Walid was raiding the southern 
provinces of the Byzantine Em-
pire.

The Byzantines sent an army 
of 100,000 men under Vahan to 
crush the invasion. On 15 Au-
gust Vahan found the Arabs at 
Yarmuok and attacked. How-
ever, Vahan’s second-in-com-
mand, Trithyrius, had been lob-
bying to be given command of 
the campaign. 

The two men distrusted each 
other, so neither was willing to 
commit their forces to the at-
tack for fear of betrayal.

After five days of failed as-

saults and heavy casualties, 
the Byzantines were attacked 
by the Arabs. The Byzantine 
forces again failed to co-oper-
ate and were slaughtered piece-
meal. By making the mistake 
of distrusting his subordinates, 
Vahan lost his army.

7. Agincourt
Britain and France were en-

gaged in a war that became 
known as the Hundred Years’ 
War. 

It should really have been 
known as the One Hundred and 
Sixteen Years’ War, because 
that’s how long it lasted - 116 
years between 1337 and 1453.

In 1415 an English army 
under Henry V was marching 
across northern France when it 
was confronted by a larger force 
of Frenchmen under Charles 
d’Albret.

The English were taking 
strain. They were short of food 
and had to face camping out-
side in the cold and wet autumn 
weather.

All d’Albret needed to do was 
block the route to English-held 
territory and the English would 
have been in serious trouble.

Henry, however, was no 
slouch when it came to motivat-
ing his troops. He decided that 
his best chance was to attack 
the French force.

When Henry advance with 
flags flying and his men chant-
ing, d’Albret was enraged and 
took this attack by Henry as a 
personal challenge. He ordered 
his men to launch a counter-at-
tack, which was probably not 
his best idea ever.

Henry halted his army to 
face the French attack. He had 
chosen his ground wisely. His 
flanks were protected by thick 
woodlands and the ground in 
front of him had been turned 
into a quagmire of sticky clay 
mud by the heavy rain.

d’Albret had to attack the 
English head-on. His army 
was up to 36,000 strong, with 
about 10,000 knights and men-
at-arms (of which about 1,200 
were mounted).

Henry only had about 1,500 
men-at-arms, but he did have 
7,000 bowmen armed with 
longbows. 

It is likely that the English 
adopted their usual battle line 
of longbowmen on either flank, 
with men-at-arms and knights 
in the centre. They might also 
have deployed some archers in 
the centre of the line. 

The English men-at-arms 
in plate and mail were placed 
shoulder to shoulder four deep. 
The English and Welsh arch-
ers on the flanks drove pointed 
wooden stakes, or palings, into 
the ground at an angle to force 
cavalry to veer off.

Weighed down by their heavy 
armour, which weighed be-
tween 23 and 27 kg, the French 
soldiers slid, slipped and fell, 
making their advance painful-
ly slow. This gave the English 
archers sitting targets. By the 
time the French got to hand to 
hand combat, they were tired 
and disordered.

Several thousand French-
men (including d’Albret) were 
killed and many more were tak-
en prisoner, while the English 

may have lost as few as 100 
men (the exact number is un-
known). 

By attacking over unsuitable 
ground, d’Albret doomed his 
army. 

6. Charge of the Light Brigade
“Half a league, half a league,

Half a league onward,
All in the valley of Death
   Rode the six hundred.
“Forward, the Light Brigade!
Charge for the guns!” he said.
Into the valley of Death
   Rode the six hundred.”

This is the opening verse of 
the poem The Charge of the 
Light Brigade by Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson.

The Charge of the Light Bri-
gade is one of the most notori-
ous fiascos in British military 
history.

In 1854 a British-Fran-
co-Turkish force was laying 
siege to the great Russian port 
of Sevastopol in the Crimea. 

On 25 October a large Rus-

sian army attacked the allies’ 
supply base at Balaklava. Turk-
ish soldiers abandoned forward 
artillery redoubts on the Cause-
way Heights, leaving the valua-
ble artillery to the Russians.

British commander Lord 
Raglan sent an order to his light 
cavalry commander Lord Car-
digan to charge to “prevent the 
Russians carrying off the guns”. 

From his position, Cardigan 
could not see the redoubts, but 
could see Russian artillery in 
the valley ahead of him, so he 
charged them instead. 

Of the 670 men in the Light 
Brigade, 270 were killed or 
wounded and nearly all the 
horses suffered a similar fate. 

By giving unclear orders, 
Raglan lost his light cavalry.

5. Changping
Ever heard the expression 

‘quit while you’re ahead’? Well 
if Zhao Kuo was familiar with 
this expression, he sure didn’t 
follow its advice.

THE VALLEY OF DEATH: An artists impression of the charge 
of the Light Brigade.

By July 260 BC the Chinese 
state of Qin had been besieging 
the strategic Zhao fortress of 
Shangdang for three years.

Determined to break the 
deadlock, Zhao Kuo led an 
army of 450,000 men to break 
the siege. The Qin army of Bai 
Qi was smaller than expected 
and began to retreat.

At this stage Zhao Kuo had 
achieved his objectives. The 
siege had been broken and Bai 
Qi and his army were on the re-
treat. This is where Zhao should 
have called it quits.

Zhao, however, wanted to 
crush his enemy. So off he 
rushed in pursuit of Bai Qi. But 
Zhao made one small mistake. 
He left his supply train behind.

Bai Qi’s cavalry circled back 
and attacked Zhao supplies, de-
stroying them.

Unable to catch up with Bai 
Qi’s retreating army and short 
of food, Zhao Kuo retreated to 
Shangdang. But they had been 
under siege for three years and 
there was no food there.

Zhao Kuo was killed 46 days 
later leading a doomed break 
out attempt, whereupon his en-
tire army surrendered as they 
were at starvation point. 

Bai Qi ordered all the emaci-
ated prisoners – up to 400,000 
according to contemporary ac-
counts – to be executed. 

By losing his supplies, Zhao 
Kuo had lost his entire army. If 
only Zhao Kuo had quit while 
he was ahead, things could 
have turned out very differently 
for him and his army.
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4. Carrhae
In 53 BC the Roman gener-

al Marcus Licinius Crassus in-
vaded the Parthian empire with 
an army of between 35,000 and 
45,000 legionaries (and 4000 
cavalry) and around 12,000 
allies. Learning that the main 
Parthian army was attacking 
Armenia, Crassus marched his 
army directly across the desert 
hoping to capture the rich cities 
of Mesopotamia.

Arriving at Carrhae, Crassus 
found a force of around 10,000 
Parthian cavalry under Surenas 
blocking his path.

As far as Crassus was con-
cerned, it was too good to be 
true. On paper the odds were in 
his favour. He outnumbered his 
enemy by four to one. But, as 
the old cliché goes, battles are 
not fought on paper.

Crassus was worried that 
Surenas and his army would es-
cape. So he ordered an immedi-
ate attack. Not a good idea.

You must remember that 
Crassus’ men had just forced 
marched across a desert. They 
were tired, hungry and dehy-
drated. Crassus should have 
allowed them to camp next to 
a river in order to eat, rest and 
refresh their water supplies.

The Romans were in no con-
dition to fight and soon Crassus 
was surrounded. 

Surenas offered to negotiate 
peace terms, but when Cras-
sus went to parley he was mur-
dered. The Roman army fled 
back into the desert, where half 
of them were killed and 10,000 
captured to be sold into slavery.

3. Hattin
Another one of those classic 

sayings, this one adapted from 
the biblical Book of Proverbs, 
“Pride goeth before a fall.”

In 1187 the Muslim leader 
Ayyubid sultan Salah ad-Din, 
known in the West as Saladin, 
lay siege to the Crusader for-
tress of Tiberias.

This did not sit well with 
King Guy of Jerusalem and he 
mustered a large Crusader army 
at Acre. He was going to sort 
Saladin out for once and for all.

Some nobles wanted to 
march to the fortress of La Sa-
phorie, from where they could 
raid Saladin’s supply lines. This 
made good sense.

Guy scorned this advice as a 
cowardly way to fight a war and 
beneath his dignity as a king.

He began to march across the 
desert direct to Tiberias. Sala-
din harassed the advance with 
light cavalry, blocked access to 
fresh water and set fire to the 
dry grass and scrub. 

When the Crusaders were 
sufficiently weakened, Sala-
din attacked, killing or captur-
ing almost the entire Crusader 
army. By allowing pride to take 
precedence over reality, Guy 
ensured defeat.

As a direct result of the battle, 
Muslims once again became 
the eminent military power in 
the Holy Land, re-conquering 
Jerusalem and most of the other 
Crusader-held cities. 

These Christian defeats 
prompted the Third Crusade, 
which began two years after the 
Battle of Hattin.

2. Retreat from Moscow
It was Napoleon that said 

“Une armée marche sur le ven-
tre”, which means “An army 
marches on its stomach.” Then 
again, this quote has also been 
attributed to Frederick the 
Great.

No matter who originally 
made the quote, it does make 
good sense. Any army needs to 
remain supplied with food, wa-
ter and ammunition. Napoleon 
learnt this lesson the hard way.

The French invasion of Rus-
sia began on 24 June 1812 when 
Napoleon’s Grande Armée 
crossed the Neman River in an 
attempt to engage and defeat 
the Russian army.

At the start of the invasion, 
the Grande Armée numbered 
around 685,000 soldiers (in-
cluding 400,000 soldiers from 
France). It was the largest army 
ever known to have been as-
sembled in the history of war-
fare up to that point.

For three months the Russians 
staged a fighting withdraw-
al. As their army fell back, the 
Russians employed scorched-
earth tactics, destroying villag-
es, towns and crops and forcing 
the invaders to rely on a supply 
system that was incapable of 
feeding their large army in the 
field.

Finally Napoleon captured 
Moscow, only to find it aban-
doned and burned by the Rus-
sians.

The capture of Moscow did 
not compel Alexander I to sue 
for peace, and Napoleon stayed 
in Moscow for a month, wait-
ing for a peace offer that never 

came. On 19 October 1812 Na-
poleon and his army left Mos-
cow and began to retreat.

He chose to go back the same 
way he had come, but there 
was no food and no shelter to 
be found. The bitter winter 
weather found the French army 
without adequate clothing, and 
sickness and frostbite increased 
casualties caused by Russian 
raids.

By the time Napoleon left 
Russia, 380,000 of his men 
were dead; 100,000 were pris-
oners; and more than 50,000 
were unfit for further service. 
By advancing too far and choos-
ing the wrong route for retreat, 
Napoleon lost his army.

1. Stalingrad
Marked by fierce close quar-

ters combat and direct assaults 
on civilians in air raids, it was 
the largest (nearly 2.2 million 
personnel) and bloodiest (1.8–2 
million killed, wounded or cap-

THE FACE OF DEFEAT: A German soldier is taken into captiv-
ity by a Russian soldier at Stalingrad.

tured) battle in the history of 
warfare. Of course we’re talk-
ing about the Battle of Stalin-
grad here.

In the summer of 1942 the 
Germans and their allies at-
tacked in the southern part of 
the Eastern Front in the Soviet 
Union, aiming to seize the oil 
fields of the Caucasus and the 
rich mining areas around the 
Don and Volga Rivers. They 
intended to capture the city of 
Stalingrad to secure the left 
flank of this advance.

The German offensive to 
capture Stalingrad began in Au-
gust 1942, using the 6th Army 
and elements of the 4th Panzer 
Army. The attack was support-
ed by intense Luftwaffe bomb-
ing that reduced much of the 
city to rubble. The fighting de-
generated into house-to-house 
fighting; both sides poured re-
inforcements into the city. 

Hitler was determined that 
Stalingrad would be taken. So 

much so that he lost sight of the 
main objective of seizing the oil 
fields of the Caucasus.

By mid-November 1942, the 
Germans had pushed the Sovi-
et defenders back at great cost 
into narrow zones along the 
west bank of the Volga River.

Stalin was just as determined 
that Stalingrad would not be 
taken by the Germans. After 
all, this was the city the bore his 
name.

On 19 November 1942, the 
Red Army launched Operation 
Uranus, a two-pronged attack 
targeting the weaker Romani-
an and Hungarian armies pro-
tecting the German 6th Army’s 
flanks.

The Axis forces on the flanks 
were overrun and the 6th Army 
was cut off and surrounded in 
the Stalingrad area. Adolf Hit-
ler ordered that the army stay in 
Stalingrad and make no attempt 
to break out; instead, attempts 
were made to supply the army 
by air and to break the encircle-
ment from the outside.

Hitler ordered General (later 
Field Marshal) Friedrich Paulus  
to fight “to the last soldier and 
the last bullet.”

Heavy fighting continued for 
another two months. By the be-
ginning of February 1943, the 
Axis forces in Stalingrad had 
exhausted their ammunition 
and food. The remaining units 
of the 6th Army surrendered.

By concentrating on a sec-
ondary objective and reinforc-
ing failure, Hitler failed to take 
his primary objective and lost 
an entire army.
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Special Forces - France
Part Seven of a series that takes a look at Special Forces units around the world. This 
month we look at France.

France has many special 
forces units at her dis-
posal, with the illustrious 

Légion Étrangère (Foreign Le-
gion) at the forefront of any op-
eration. 

The Groupement Speciale 
Autonome (GSA) is an inde-

pendent army command under 
the recently formed French 
Special Operations Command 
(COS).

The Groupe d’Interven-
tion Gendarmerie Nationale 
(GIGN) is charged with counter 
terrorism and although a police 

unit, has seen action around the 
world.

Foreign Legion
The Légion Étrangère (For-

eign Legion) was created by 
Louis Philippe, the King of 
France, on 10 March 1831 

from the foreign regiments of 
the Kingdom of France. It was 
used to maintain control of the 
French colonies of North Afri-
ca. 

However, after a series of 
major actions, it soon became 
clear that this highly effective 
force had the potential to be ex-
ploited in other regions around 
the world.

Up until 1962, its headquar-
ters were located at Sidi Bel 
Abbès in Algeria. After inde-
pendence was granted to Alge-

ria, the Foreign Legion moved 
to its current headquarters in 
Corsica.

The Foreign Legion is made 
up of foreign volunteers and 
French citizens, who are com-
manded by French officers. The 
only language spoken within 
the Legion is French.

The Foreign Legion fought 
with great distinction in both 
world wars and later in In-
do-China. Its most famous ac-
tion, however, was the doomed 
defence of Dien Bien Phu in 

1954. The Legion fought brave-
ly against overwhelming odds 
until being ordered to surrender.

Although the Foreign Legion 
is not part of France’s special 
forces orbit, it has been used 
for special forces operations 
around the world on behalf of 
France. In 1991 the Foreign 
Legion fought in the First Gulf 
War as part of the Allied Coa-
lition Force assembled against 
Iraq and received considerable 
praise for its knowledge and ex-
pertise in desert warfare.
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That is not to say that the For-
eign Legion has been without 
its fair share of controversy. In 
April 1961 the 1st Foreign Para-
chute Regiment  (1er Régiment 
Étrangère de Parachutistes or 
1er REP) took part in the gener-
als putsch. The regiment muti-
nied in support of Algerian set-
tlers who were trying to prevent 
independence. Despite having 
an excellent combat record, the 
regiment was disbanded in dis-
grace as an example to others.

Foreign Legion Weapons

Heckler & Koch
MP5

Heckler & Koch
MP5 SD3

Heckler & Koch
HK416

FAMAS

In 1988, the French Army 
was reduced in size because 
France wanted an all-profes-
sional army similar to Britain, 
rather than a conscript army. As 
part of the military cutbacks, the 
Legion was reduced in size to 
7,500 men and withdrew from 
a number of its overseas bases.

As a result of a recruiting 
drive in the wake of the No-
vember 2015 Paris attacks, the 
Legion is now 8,900 men strong

The Foreign Legion reserves 

two regiments specifically for 
the tasks of recruiting and train-
ing. 1er Regiment Étrangère (1 
RE), based at Aubagne, near 
Marseilles, is responsible for all 
new recruits, and 4er Regiment 
Étrangère (4 RE) at Castein-
audar, also near Marseilles, is 
responsible for training both re-
cruits and NCOs. 

Aubagne is now considered 
the new spiritual home of the 
French Foreign Legion, where 
its band and museum are locat-
ed.

The Foreign Legion accepts 
volunteers from around the 
world, and it currently contains 
soldiers from more than 100 
different countries. In theory 
there are no French members of 
the Legion, apart from officers. 
Many get around this ban by 
claiming to be French Canadi-
an, Belgian or Swiss.

Most volunteers enlist un-
der an alias as they are running 
away from someone or some-
thing. However, it should be 
remembered that a thorough 
background check will be done 
on potential recruits and the Le-
gion does not accept those with 
a criminal record.

Once enlisted, the recruits 
attending a challenging three-
week induction course, which 
spells out what life in the Le-
gion involves. During this peri-
od recruits may leave on their 
own free will, or they may be 
discharged if found to be un-
suitable for service.

The Foreign Legion main-
tains regiments both in France 
and in French overseas territo-
ries and overseas collectives.
Mainland France
• 1st Foreign Regiment, based 

in Aubagne, France (HQ, se-

lection and administration, 
other specific missions)

• 1st Foreign Cavalry Reg-
iment, based in Camp de 
Carpiagne (Bouches-du-
Rhône), France (armoured 
troops)

• 1st Foreign Engineer Reg-
iment, former 6th Foreign 
Engineer Regiment, based 
in Laudun, France

• 2nd Foreign Infantry Reg-
iment, based in Nîmes, 
France

• 2nd Foreign Engineer Reg-
iment, based in St Christol, 
France

• 2nd Foreign Parachute Reg-
iment, based in Calvi, Cor-
sica

• 4th Foreign Regiment, based 
in Castelnaudary (training), 
France

• Foreign Legion Recruiting 
Group, based at Fort de No-
gent (military recruiting and 
other), France

• 13th Demi-Brigade of the 
Foreign Legion stationed in 
Djibouti until 2011, then the 
United Arab Emirates until 
2016. As of January 2016, 
the 13e DBLE is progres-
sively based at Camp Larzac 
to integrate the 6e BLB

French Overseas Territories 
and Overseas Collectives, 
France
• 3rd Foreign Infantry Regi-

ment, based in French Gui-
ana

• Foreign Legion Detachment 
in Mayotte (DLEM).

The marching song of the 
French Foreign Legion is Le 
Boudin.

Special Operations Command
The Special Operations Com-

mand (Commandement des 

Opérations Spéciales - COS)
is the organisation which co-
ordinates the use of the French 
special forces of all military 
branches (Army, Navy, and Air 
Force).  

Combat experience during 
the Gulf War highlighted a 
number of operational deficien-
cies in France’s military capa-
bilities, in particular tactical 
assets, organic transport assets, 
operational procedures, com-
munications, and command and 
control structures.

In response, France set about 
creating a unified command 
structure to bring together 
Army, Navy and Air Force spe-
cial operations forces under one 
roof and make them answerable 
only to the Armed Forces Chief 
of Staff. The command is led by 
a brigadier general or rear ad-
miral.

The new command became 
operation on 24 June 1992 with 
a mandate that stated its prima-
ry mission:

To plan, coordinate and con-
duct at the command level of all 
operations carried out by units 
that are specifically organised, 
trained and equipped to attain 
military or paramilitary objec-
tives as defined by the Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff.

Special Operations Command

Based at Taverny, COS is 
composed of the following 
units:
Army
• Army Special Forces Com-

mand
• 1st Marine Infantry Para-

chute Regiment (1er RPI-
Ma)

• 13th Parachute Dragoon 
Regiment (13e RDP)

• 4th Special Forces Helicop-
ter Regiment (4e RHFS)

• Special Operations Support 
Group

• Special Forces Academy
Navy
• Force des Fusiliers Marins 

et Commandos (FORFUS-
CO)

• Commando “Jaubert” - Di-
rect Action & Counter Ter-
rorism

• Commando “Trépel” - Di-
rect Action & Counter Ter-
rorism

• Commando “de Penfen-
tenyo” - Reconnaissance & 
Intelligence Operations

• Commando “de Montfort” 
- Reconnaissance & Intelli-
gence Operations

• Commando “Hubert” - Un-
derwater Combat (Combat 
Divers) and Counter-Terror-
ism

• Commando “Kieffer” - 
Electronic warfare

• Commando “Ponchardier” - 
Operational Support

Air Force
• Air Parachute Comman-

do No 10, CPA 10 (French: 
Commando parachutiste de 
l’air No 10)

• Division des Opérations 
Spéciales (DOS; “Special 
Operations Division”)

• Division des Opéra-
tions Spéciales/Transport 

https://youtu.be/QC6-AhOmnCk
https://youtu.be/QC6-AhOmnCk
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(DOS/T; “Special Opera-
tions Division, Transport 
section”) today, the Escad-
ron de transport 3/61 “Poi-
tou” – Uses C-130 Hercules 
and C-160 Transall.

• Division des Opérations 
Spéciales / Hélicoptères 
(DOS/H; “Special Opera-
tions Division, Helicopter 
section”). Integrated into the 
4th RHFS.

Groupement Speciale Auto-
nome (DSA)

Based at Pau, GSA, the Ar-
my’s Special Autonomous 
Group, is an independent Army 
command within COS. The unit 
consists of the DAOS special 
operations aviation unit, the 1er 
RPIMa and three support units 
– research and development, 
personnel, and training and 
logistics. GSA is commanded 
by a brigadier general and oper-
ates under the direct control of 
COS.

GSA is tasked with acting 
as a link between the French 
Army and COS, and is respon-
sible for sourcing and develop-
ing new equipment for French 
special forces. It ensures that 
new equipment is compatible 
with that already used by other 
services, plans training exercis-
es, provides administrative sup-
port, and helps to develop join 
special operations doctrine. 
GSA also maintains stocks of 
specialised equipment and ve-
hicles for rapid deployment 
units.

National Gendarmerie Inter-
vension Group

GIGN  or Groupe d’inter-
vention de la Gendarmerie na-
tionale (National Gendarmerie 

Intervention Group) is the elite 
police tactical unit of the French 
National Gendarmerie. Its mis-
sions include counter-terrorism, 
hostage rescue, surveillance of 
national threats, protection of 
government officials, and tar-
geting organized crime.

GIGN was established in 1974 
following the Munich massacre. 
Created initially as a relatively 
small tactical unit specialized 
in sensitive hostage situations, 
it has since grown into a larg-
er and more diversified force of 
nearly 400 members, with ex-
panded responsibilities. GIGN 
shares jurisdiction of French 
territory with the National Po-
lice special-response units.

GIGN
GIGN is headquartered in 

Versailles-Satory near Paris. 
Although most of its operations 
take place in France, the unit, 
as a component of the French 
Armed Forces, can operate 
anywhere in the world. Many 
of its missions are secret, and 
members are not allowed to be 
publicly photographed. Since 
its formation, GIGN has been 
involved in over 1,800 missions 
and rescued more than 600 hos-
tages, making it one of the most 
experienced counter-terrorism 
units in the world.

The unit came into promi-

nence following its successful 
assault on a hijacked Air France 
flight at Marseille Marignane 
airport in December 1994.
Selection and Training

Candidates undertake a one-
week pre-selection screening 
followed, for those accepted, 
by a fourteen months training 
program which includes shoot-
ing, long-range marksmanship 
(it is often considered as one of 
the best shooting schools in the 
world), an airborne course and 
hand-to-hand combat training. 
Mental ability and self-con-
trol are important in addition 
to physical strength. Like for 
most special forces, the training 
is stressful with a high wash-
out rate, especially in the initial 
phase - only 7–8% of volun-
teers make it through the train-
ing process.

Training includes:
• Weapons handling
• Combat shooting and marks-

manship training
• Airborne courses, such as 

HALO or HAHO jumps, 
paragliding, and heli-borne 
insertions

• Combat/Underwater swim-
ming, diving and assault of 
ships

• Hand-to-hand combat train-
ing

• Undercover surveillance 
and stalking (support in in-
vestigating cases)

• Infiltration and escape tech-
niques

• Explosive ordnance dispos-
al (EOD) and CBRN devic-
es neutralization

• Survival and warfare in 
tropical, arctic, mountain 
and desert environments

• Diplomacy skills, such as 
negotiating

Operations
GIGN reports directly to the 

Director general of the Gendar-
merie Nationale (DGGN) i.e. 
the chief of staff of the Gen-
darmerie who in turn reports 
directly to the Ministry of the 
interior. The DGGN can take 
charge in a major crisis; howev-
er, most of the day-to-day mis-
sions are conducted in support 
of local units of the Departmen-
tal Gendarmerie. GIGN is also 
a member of the European AT-
LAS Network, an informal as-
sociation consisting of the spe-
cial police units of the 28 states 
of the European Union.

Some of the best known 
GIGN operations include:
• The liberation of 30 French 

pupils from a school bus 
captured by the FLCS (Front 
de Libération de la Côte des 
Somalis, “Somali Coast 
Liberation Front”) in Loya-
da, near Djibouti in 1976. 
GIGN snipers and French 
Foreign Legion troops neu-
tralized the hostage takers in 
an operation that was only 
partially successful as two 
children were killed.

• Planning the liberation of 
diplomats from the French 
embassy in San Salvador 
in 1979 (the hostage-takers 
surrendered before the as-
sault was conducted).

• Advising Saudi authorities 
on regaining control during 
the Grand Mosque Seizure 
in Mecca, Saudi Arabia in 
November and December 
1979.

• Arrest of several Corsican 
terrorists of the National 
Liberation Front of Corsica 
in Fesch Hostel in 1980. 

• The controversial arrest of 

suspected Irish terrorists in 
the Irish of Vincennes affair 
in August 1982.

• The controversial liberation 
of hostages of the Ouvéa 
cave hostage taking in Ou-
vea, New Caledonia, in May 
1988.

• Protection of the 1992 
Olympic Winter Games in 
Albertville.

• Liberation of 229 passengers 
and crew from Air France 
Flight 8969 in Marseille in 
December 1994. The airlin-
er had been hijacked by four 
GIA terrorists who were shot 
during the assault. Three 
passengers had been execut-
ed during the negotiations 
with the Algerian govern-
ment before the plane was 
allowed to leave Algiers, 
but the assault resulted in 
no further loss of life for the 
passengers and crew, at the 
cost of 25 persons wounded 
(13 passengers, 3 aircrew 
and 9 GIGN). The mission 
received a wide coverage as 
news channels broadcast the 
assault live.

• Arrest of the mercenary Bob 
Denard and his group during 
a coup attempt in 1995 in 
Comoros (Operation Azal-
ee).

• Operations in Bosnia to ar-
rest persons indicted for war 
crimes.

• Capture of six Somali pi-
rates and recovery of part 
of the ransom after ensuring 
that Le Ponant luxury yacht 
hostages were freed in the 
coast of Puntland in Somalia 
on the Gulf of Aden. In con-
junction with French Com-
mandos Marine in April 
2008.

• Deployment of tactical 
teams in Afghanistan in sup-
port of French Gendarmerie 
POMLT (Police Operational 
Mentoring Liaison Team) 
detachments 2009-2011.

• 2011 - Deployment in Libya 
during Operation Harmat-
tan.

• Neutralization of the two 
terrorists involved in the 
Paris Charlie Hebdo shoot-
ing in January 2015.

• Deployment following an 
Al-Qaeda hostage situation 
at the Radisson Blu hotel in 
Bamako, Mali on November 
20, 2015, (but the situation 
had already been taken care 
of by local police with assis-
tance from US and French 
special forces when the 
GIGN team arrived).

• Neutralization of the terror-
ist responsible for the Car-
cassonne and Trèbes attack 
in March 2018 (a former 
EPIGN officer, Arnaud Bel-
trame, voluntarily swapped 
places with a hostage and 
was killed trying to disarm 
the terrorist). This operation 
was in fact conducted by 
a regional unit (one of six 
metropolitan-based GIGN 
branches or Antennes du 
GIGN), based in Toulouse, 
under GIGN supervision, 
while operatives sent from 
Satory were still underway.

GIGN was selected by the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) to teach 
the special forces of the other 
member states in hostage-res-
cue exercises aboard planes.



Ahead of its time
Development specifically for the use of the Fallschirmjäger in 1942, the FG 42 was consid-
ered one of the most advanced weapon designs of World War II and would go on to influ-
ence post-war small arms development.

Prior to and at the start of 
World War II the Ger-
mans established a num-

ber of parachute and airborne 
formations. 

The parachute arm was offi-
cially inaugurated on 29 Janu-
ary 1936 with an Order of the 
Day calling for recruits for par-
achute training at the Stendal 
Parachute Training School lo-
cated 96 km west of Berlin.

The school was activated in 
January 1936 and was open to 
active and reserve Luftwaffe 
personnel. NCOs, officers and 
other ranks of the Luftwaffe 
were required to successfully 
complete six jumps in order to 
receive the Luftwaffe Parachut-
ist’s Badge, which was institut-
ed on 5 November 1936.

Although the Fallschirmjäger 
were not used in an airborne 
capacity during the Invasion of 
Poland in 1939, they were sent 
to occupy several airfields be-
tween the Vistula and Bug riv-
ers.

The first opposed airborne 
attacks took place during the 
Norwegian Campaign. During 
the initial invasion Fallschirm-
jäger captured the defended air 
base of Sola, near Stavanger. It 
was also during the Norwegian 
Campaign when they suffered 
their first defeat. A compa-
ny was dropped on the village 
and railroad junction of Dom-
bas on 14 April 1940 and was 
destroyed by the Norwegian 
Army in a five-day battle.

On 10 May 1940 the 
Fallschirmjäger proved their 
worth when they captured Eben 
Emael in Belgium. Eben Emael 
was considered to be one of the 
most powerful fortification in 
the world.

The performance of the 
Fallschirmjäger in the Nether-
lands was mixed as far as effi-
ciency was concerned.

During the invasion of the 
Netherlands over 2,000 troops 
of the 7th Air Division were 
deployed, while approximately 
12,000 troops of the 22nd Air-
landing Division also partici-
pated.

It was the next large-scale 
airborne operation that would 
become the defining moment 
for the Fallschirmjäger during 
World War II.

Operation Mercury
During the invasion of Crete in 

May 1941, the German airborne 
forces would perform their last 
strategic parachute and glider 
operation of the war.

The Germans used 22,000 
airborne troops but in only 
nine days suffered 3,250 killed 
or missing and another 3,400 
wounded.

After Crete Adolf Hitler 
would no longer sanction large 
scale airborne operations and 
the Fallschirmjäger were used 
as ground troops.

Yet what was the reason for 
the German Fallschirmjäger to 
suffer slightly more than 30% 

casualties at Crete?
The answer to why they had 

taken such high casualties was 
fairly simple - the German par-
achute harness.

The Fallschirmjäger was 
armed with the same assort-
ment of small arms as the Heer 
(Army). These were the 9×19 
mm Parabellum submachine 
guns, and 7.92×57 mm Mauser 
chambered rifles.

The problem was that the 
German parachute harness at-
tached to the body with a single 
strap. This meant that the para-
trooper had to land on his hands 
and knees in a forward roll. This 
did not allow for heavier equip-
ment such as rifles and machine 
guns to be safely carried during 
jumps.

Most Fallschirmjäger would 
jump armed with a Walther P-38 
9 mm pistol and a few M24 
Stielhandgranate (known as the 
potato masher).

Their rifles, submachine guns 
and crew-served weapons were 
stored separately in contain-
ers that were dropped from the 
wing of the exit aircraft.

At Crete, long-range rifle and 
machine gun fire from dug-in 
Commonwealth defenders in-
flicted heavy casualties on the 
outgunned German paratroop-
ers in the early stages of battle 
as they attempted to retrieve 
their support weapons from 
containers scattered all over the 
battlefield.

Enter the FG 42
The experiences at Crete 

demonstrated the need for a ri-
fle that could be carried on the 
person of the paratrooper.

In 1941, the Luftwaffe  request-
ed a selective-fire hand-held 
weapon for the paratroopers. 
The Reichsluftfahrtministerium 
(Reich Air Ministry) wanted to 
develop a universal shoulder-
fired automatic rifle that could 
replace the bolt-action rifle, 
submachine gun, and light ma-
chine gun in the air assault role. 
The proposed weapon would 
also simplify logistics and pro-
vide greater firepower to the in-
dividual paratrooper.

The Reich Air Ministry went 
directly to German industry 
with its plans - the so-called 
LC-6 specification issued 14 
December 1941 mentioned 
amongst others that the weap-
on should not exceed 1,000 mm 
in length, should not be signif-
icantly heavier than the Kara-
biner 98k bolt action standard 
service rifle, should be able to 
fire single shots from a closed 
bolt, provide fully automat-
ic fire from an open bolt, feed 
from detachable 10 or 20 round 
magazines and be able to fire ri-
fle grenades. 

Despite the introduction of 
the 7.92×33mm Kurz inter-
mediate cartridge promoted 
by the Heer (developed for 
the promising MP 43 assault 
rifle), the Luftwaffe favoured 
the long-range potential of the 
7.92×57mm Mauser full-power 
rifle cartridge and this chamber-
ing was one of the main design 
prerequisites.

Six manufacturers were so-
licited for prototype designs: 
Gustloff-Werke, Mauser, Jo-

hannes Großfuß Metall- und 
Lackierwarenfabrik, C.G. 
Hänel, Rheinmetall-Borsig and 
Heinrich Krieghoff Waffenfab-
rik. 

A design credited to Rhein-
metall-Borsig’s Louis Stange of 
Sömmerda who had previousy 
worked on the MG 34 proved 
satisfactory and underwent mil-
itary trials conducted by the 
GL/C E-6 test station at Tarne-
witz in mid-1942.

This early prototype, known 
under the factory designation 
Gerät 450 (“device 450”) or 
Ausführung “A” (“type A”), 
was intended to be a pure sheet 
metal design, using pressed 
steel in the construction of 
the receiver, buttstock and 
corrugated hand-guard. 
The proposed system 
of operation was 
modelled on 
that used in 
W o r l d 
War I 

Lewis light machine 
gun, with a gas-op-
erated turning bolt 
action geared to a 
spiral (clock-type) 
recoil spring. The 
type “A” was nev-
er produced beyond 
model form, but the 
basic design layout 
was retained for fur-

ther development.
With the basic characteristics 

of the LC-6 accepted, a series of 
modifications followed. The re-
vised Ausführung “B” replaced 
the sheet metal hand-guard with 
a resin-impregnated fibre type 
that provided protection against 
heat and a better grip when wet.

Tests of the weapon exposed 
several shortcomings, ad-
dressed by Stange in April 1942 
with the LC-6/II prototype. Sev-
eral other improvements were 
made before being authorized 
for large-scale production. The 
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Fallschirmjägergewehr 42

• Designer: Louis Stange 
• Designed: 1941–1942
• Manufacturer: Rhein-

metall (limited); Heinrich 
Krieghoff Waffenfabrik; L. 
O. Dietrich (limited)

• Produced: 1943–1945
• No. built: about 7,000 
• Weight: 4.2 kg Type I & II; 

4.95 kg Type III
• Length: 945 mm Type I & 

II; 975 mm Type III
• Barrel length: 500 mm 
• Cartridge: 7.92×57 mm 

Mauser
• Action: Gas-operated, ro-

tating bolt
• Rate of fire: 900 rounds/

min Type I; 750 rounds/
min Type III; 250 rounds/
min practical

• Muzzle velocity: 740 m/s 
(SmK bullet)

• Effective firing range: 600 m
• Feed system: 10 or 

20-round detachable box 
magazine

• Sights: Iron sights (all 
models); flip-up front post 
and folding rear diopter 
sight; ZFG42 or ZF4 tele-
scopic sight

original Rheinmetall design 
used chrome-nickel steel heav-
ily in many essential compo-
nents, a strategic alloy in short 
supply. When the Luftwaffe 
was finally given permission to 
produce 3,000 rifles for combat 
trials, the material specifica-
tions were changed to accom-
modate the use of manganese 
steel as a substitute. 

The weapon system under-
went continuous development. 
Its expedited development, re-
medial changes to the original 
design and ever-changing Luft-
waffe requirements resulted in 
a myriad of variants. Post-war 
literature typically identifies 
three versions, however the 
Germans did not give them sep-
arate designations; the Modell I, 
Modell II and Modell III were 
never officially referenced and 
period documents simply refer 
to the weapon as the ‘Fallschirm-
jägergewehr 42’ or “FG 42”, and 
the reference was always made 
to the latest production model.

Operational use
The weapon saw first opera-

tional use during Unternehmen 
Eiche  (Operation Oak) the Gran 
Sasso raid in September 1943 
when German paratroopers and 
Waffen-SS commandos rescued 
Italian dictator Benito Musso-
lini from his captors - 200 well-
equipped Carabinieri guards. 
However, during the whole air-
borne operation (which was per-
sonally ordered by Hitler) not a 
single shot was fired.

After approximately 2,000 
FG 42s had been produced 
by Krieghoff, supplies of the 
manganese steel from which 
the receivers were forged were 
diverted to other needs; this 

meant a redesign was required 
to use stamped sheet metal in 
its place. 

Field reports that the light-
weight rifle wasn’t sturdy 
enough to handle full-power ri-
fle ammunition in cyclic mode 
made Krieghoff engineers de-
sign the Type G. Improvements 
were: relocating the bi-pod from 
the front of the hand-guard to 
the muzzle to reduce shot dis-
persion; changing the pistol grip 
angle to near vertical; enlarging 
the hand-guard and changing 
the stock from stamped steel to 
wood to minimize overheating, 
adding weight to the bolt and 
lengthen its travel to reduce the 
cyclic rate of fire. 

Also a four position gas reg-
ulator was fitted, the bolt and 
recoil spring were changed to 
wound wire, a case deflector 
was fitted and the muzzle brake 
and the bayonet mount was 
changed. These changes, par-
ticularly the pistol grip change 
and the bi-pod relocation, are 
clearly visible on late-model 
FG 42s. 

Production models also had 
a simple flip-out spike bayonet 
under the barrel hidden by the 
bipod. In the later version the 
bayonet was shortened from 
around 250 mm to around 150 
mm. There were never enough 
FG 42s to arm most Fallschirm-
jäger as originally intended.

Because of the rather athlet-
ic forward landing roll neces-
sitated by their parachute har-
ness, the German paratrooper 
could carry little more than a 
pistol and some grenades on 
his person. 

Therefore, many weapons 
containers, called Waffenhalter, 
had to be carried and dropped. 
A single 40 man plus a platoon 
of Fallschirmjaeger needed no 
less than fourteen containers 
just for weapons and a basic 
ammunition supply. 

The containers were carried 
either under the Wings or in a 
bomb-bay. 

Each container could hold 
over 90 kg of equipment and 
the maximum loaded weight 
was 118 kg. It was 1.5 metres 
long and about 40 cm square. 
The container had a crash pad 
at one end and the parachute 
was connected at the other 
end. 

Some containers were 
equipped with a pair of small 
wheels and a tow bar that 
could be clipped to the con-
tainer after the drop. This 

allowed the container to be 
towed from the drop zone. 
The number one priority of 
the troops upon landing was 
to find their containers. 

Containers would often be 
scattered over a wide area, 
making it difficult for the 
paratroopers to retrieve their 
weapons.

Coloured bands or other 
markings were used to aid re-
trieval by the correct units and 
to indicate which items the 
container carried.

The standard MP 38 and 
MP 40 submachine-guns and 
bolt action Mausers were used 
by most paratroopers. The 
German paratroopers were 
equipped with what was un-
doubtedly the best light ma-
chine-guns of World War II - 
the MG 34 and the later MG 
42.

One of the more success-
ful modifications of standard 
equipment was a shortened 
(KURZ or “K”) version of the 
81 MM mortar. This saved 
considerable weight and range 
was not severely penalized.

The FG 42 was intended to 
fill a niche in Nazi Germany’s 
arsenal and was produced only 
in small numbers. It was some-
what well received by para-
troopers when tested, but it did 
have its drawbacks. 

The FG 42 had a 20 round, or 
sometimes 10 round, magazine 
that was mounted on the left 
side of the rifle. 

Though a side-mounted mag-
azine was common in sub-
machine guns of the time, the 
larger magazine with heavier 
ammunition of a full-powered 
rifle tended to unbalance the 
weapon. In addition controlla-
ble bursts were difficult. This 
made full-automatic fire only 
marginally useful. 

The FG 42 used a fairly so-
phisticated muzzle device that 
did help with recoil and muzzle 
flash, but made blast and noise 
much greater than on other sim-
ilar weapons.

It is not easy to determine 
the significance of the FG 42 
in terms of weapons history. 
With a slightly longer barrel 
and belt-feeding the weapon 
would have been an excellent 
light machine gun. Its designer 
Louis Stange knew that, he also 
built a prototype with belt feed.

Some features, such as the 
details of the gas-operated bolt 
selection process, were studied 
by US Army engineers after the 
war. These, along with some as-
pects of the MG 42 general-pur-
pose machine gun, are com-
monly reported to have been 
incorporated in the similarly 
troubled M60 general-purpose 
machine gun. The last known 
derivatives of the FG 42 were 
the Swiss Sturmgewehr 52 and 
M60 machine gun.
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Changing the face of combat
New technology plays a major role in assisting how we live our lives. And the military has 
not been slow in researching and developing new technology aimed at giving them the 
edge in any conflict.

Back in the August 2018 
issue of Military Des-
patches we ran an arti-

cle titled “Sci-fi is coming to a 
battlefield near you.”

In this article we looked at 
some of the new military tech-
nology that sounded like some-
thing drawn from the imagina-
tion of science-fiction writers. 
Yet it was all technology that 
currently existed.

Now, a year later, let’s take 
the opportunity to look at even 
more technology that is chang-
ing the way wars are fought.

Naturally the United States is 
at the forefront of most of the 
new technology being devel-
oped. But when you have an 
annual defence budget of 716 
billion dollars, this is not sur-
prising.

Much of this new technology 
has been developed by the De-
fence Advanced Research Pro-
jects Agency (DARPA). They 
are an agency of the United 
States Department of Defence 
responsible for the develop-
ment of emerging technologies 
for use by the military.

New military technology is 
constantly being researched 
and developed both for defen-
sive and offensive purposes.

After all, the fundamental 
principles of any war or conflict 
are to protect your own forces 
as best possible while causing 
the maximum damage to your 
opponent.

Here is some of the new tech-
nology that is about to enter 
service or is already in service.

C40PS Hybrid Headset
Clear communication has al-

ways been vital on any battle-
field. In the past bugles, drums 
or flags were used to commu-
nicate orders to commanders or 
troops on the ground.

The advent of the portable ra-
dio made communicating a lot 
easier. These days it is common 
for troops to be equipped with a 
headset or ear piece and boom 
microphone that allows constant 
communication.

Yet even with this technolo-
gy, communication breakdown 
is common due to the noise of 
battle.

The very high pitched noise 
produced from helicopter rotor 
blades, the engine noise when 
travelling inside an IFV or 
APC, and the sound of gunfire 
often makes it difficult to trans-
mit and receive information.

The last thing you need in the 
heat of battle is for someone 
receiving verbal information 
to have to repeat, “I didn’t get 
that. Say again!”

This is why Silynx Com-
munications, a world leader in 
the design, development, and 
manufacture of tactical, in-ear 
headset systems, developed the 
C4OPS Hybrid Headset.

It’s an enhanced in ear head-
set system designed to allow  

5 x 5 loud and clear communi-
cations in extreme noise envi-
ronments.

The Hybrid Headset includes 
a new modified steel core ca-
ble, new cable molle clips, and 
a modified collar/vest clip. The 
modified collar clip was de-
signed to firmly secure to a shirt 
collar, vest, or in an internal 
back strap of a MICH or Ops 
Core helmet. 

The collar clip also includes 
a miniature quick disconnect 
connector that allows the con-
nection of a low profile, noise 
cancelling Ops Core Chinstrap 
Boom Mic. 

For less overt operations, 
the boom mic can easily be re-
moved from the collar clip auto-
matically allowing the continu-
ous operation of the headset by 
utilizing the in ear mic instead 
of the boom mic.

The C4OPS Hybrid Headset 
Config is combat proven and 
has been successfully deployed 
in theatre by US and NATO top 
tier Special Forces units.

Bodyguard Electro Gauntlet
Prompted by a number of 

cougar attacks on one of his fa-
vourite hiking trails in Orange 
County, Dave Brown set about 
developing a device to protect 
himself from animal attacks 
that could be worn while riding 
a bike. 

He hit upon the idea of a 
hands-free stun device and 

quickly recognized the poten-
tial for such a non-lethal device 
in the area of law enforcement.

The result is the Body-
Guard, which 
looks 

as if its something that should 
be worn by Batman or Judge 
Dredd.

It features two taser spikes 
mounted near the wrist that are 
designed primarily to act as a 
deterrent by sparking loudly 
and sending an arc of electricity 
between them to intimidate sus-
pects. The spikes are activat-
ed by pulling a safety pin and 
pressing a button embedded 
into the palm of the BodyGuard 
glove.

And the taser delivers a  
5,00,000 volt that, while non-le-
thal, will put a person down.

An LED flashlight and a green 
laser target that lets the suspect 
know they are being recorded 
by the BodyGuard’s 720p HD 
video camera are also designed 
to help keep any confrontations 
from escalating.

Brown has also designed the 
BodyGuard to be modular to 
allow for the addition of  oth-
er equipment, such as GPS, ra-
dio communications, live video 
transmitter/receiver, biometric 
readers, automated license plate 
readers, chemical sensors, or a 
heart rate monitor to send out 
an alert for an officer in distress.

This technology is perfect for  
both law enforcement and riot 
control.

X-FLEX Blast Protection
One of the most common 

weapons used by insurgents 
and terrorists are explosives.

An Improvised Explosive De-
vice (IED) or car bomb can pack 
a large quantity of explosives. 
If detonated close to a building 
the resulting explosion will of-
ten cause walls to be blown in-
ward. This sends fragments fly-
ing inward at high speed, which 
is bad news for anyone caught 
inside the building.

To combat this the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ Engineer 
Research and Development 
Centre (ERDC) and Berry Plas-
tics Corp’s Engineered Protec-
tive Systems division designed 
the X-FLEX Blast Protection 
System.

X-FLEX is made from a pol-
ymer composite laced with re-
inforcing fibres that makes it 
strong yet flexible. It’s applied 
to walls and designed to absorb 
the shock of a blast, protecting 
occupants from flying concrete 
and metal turned into projec-
tiles.

X-FLEX is coated with an 
adhesive that sticks to concrete 
and the material is further se-
cured at the top and bottom 
with fasteners to ensure it stays 
in place if hit by an explosion.

Tec Torch
One of the problems faced by 

hostage rescue teams is gaining 
entry to rooms or buildings that 
are protected by locked doors.

The most common methods 
of breaching a locked door are 
by picking the lock, using a ram 
or sledge hammer to smash the 
door open, or by using an ex-
plosive charge to blow the door 
open.

Each of these methods has 
their own problems. Picking 
a lock is often more difficult 
than it looks. In a hostage res-
cue situation seconds count and 
the longer it takes to gain entry 
increases the chances of those 
inside being alerted.

Battering rams and sledge 
hammers will have no prob-
lem smashing in a normal door. 
If, however, the door is a re-
inforced door it may only be 
breached after several attempts, 
if at all. The noise will obvious-
ly alert those inside.

Explosive charges will nor-
mally breach any door. Even 
reinforced ones. The problem 
is that the stronger the door, the 
more powerful the charge needs 
to be. I would hate to be the hos-
tage team commander that has 
to report, “Well we successful-
ly gained entry to the building. 
The only problem is that the ex-
plosion killed everyone inside, 
including the hostages.”

The United States Air Force 
along with Energetic Materi-
als & Products, Inc., has suc-
cessfully developed a welding 
torch that can cut through thick 
metal like a hot knife through 
butter. It’s light, safe and can 
burn through almost anything 
at nearly 2,700° Celsius. In fact 
it can cut through a 15 cm steel 
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bar in less than a second.
The Tec Torch uses combus-

tion products that are pushed 
through a nozzle to heat and 
melt any metallic object. It’s 
non-explosive, and it’s com-
pletely safe for trained person-
nel to use. 

The fiery mixture is housed 
in cartridges specifically engi-
neered to contain the intense 
pressure and thermal energy 
without backlash or injury.

Prism 200C Backpack
When a hostage rescue team 

is about to breach a room it’s 
often difficult to know how 
many people are in the room, or 
where they are.

Are they standing still? Is 
someone moving around? Any 
mistake can result in death of an 
innocent person. If only there 
was some method of seeing into 
the room. Well now there is.

British company Cambridge 
Consultants has developed a 
backpacked-sized machine that 
lets you see through walls.

The Prism 200c looks through 
solid objects then displays an 
image of what is on the other 
side on a hand-held screen.

It is the first time such a de-
vice has been manufactured 
small enough for just one per-
son to use.

One Shot XG
You have to love the way 

snipers are depicted in the mov-
ies. The sniper looks through 
his scope at his target, places 
the cross-hair on the exact spot 
he wants to hit, pulls the trigger, 
and down goes the target.

In real life it’s a little more 
complicated than that. First of 
all, a sniper will normally work 

CUTTING EDGE: The Tec Torch can cut through steel as easy 
as a hot knife through butter.

with a spotter. The spotter will 
have an even more powerful 
scope than the sniper.

The first thing they need to do 
is establish the range, How far 
away is the target?

There are other factors that 
will also influence the shot, 
such as wind speed, Coriolis 
force, terrain and even temper-
ature. So a little help from tech-
nology can come real handy.

In 2013, DARPA announced 
the advanced One Shot XG pro-
gram to substantially increase 
the efficiency of the military 
snipers. 

The program revolves around 
a small, mountable scope sys-
tem that can either be placed 
on its spotting scope or on 
weapon’s barrel. The scope is 
designed to automatically cal-
culate a number of decisive var-
iables, such as wind conditions, 
weapon alignment etc., using 
an internal operating system.

Since 2013 a number of im-
provements have been made on 
the original system, many of 
them still classified.

While the system will nev-

er replace snipers (there’s a 
lot more to it than just looking 
through a scope) it will give 
them an edge.

Throwbot XT
Throwbot XT is a small, ad-

vanced, throwable tactical ro-
bot system designed and built 
by ReconRobotics. It provides 
enhanced situational awareness 
in urban warfare and surveil-
lance operations.

The robot can be deployed 
to gather intelligence data and 
provide improved audio and 
video reconnaissance capabil-
ities. It protects military and 
SWAT personnel from enemy 
combatants and improvised ex-
plosive devices (IEDs). It also 
enhances mission planning and 
reduces collateral damage.

The robot has a length of 
20.9cm, height of 11.4cm and a 
weight of 540g, while the wheel 
to wheel width is 19.3cm. It can 
operate in any of three pre-de-
termined transmitting frequen-
cies, allowing operators to de-
ploy about three robots in one 
area simultaneously.

The Throwbot XT Audio ro-
bot is equipped with a micro-
phone, which generates 35dB 
sound pressure levels.

CornerShot
One of the problems with 

fighting in urban areas is that 
you just never know what’s 
waiting around the next corner.

Poke your head around a cor-
ner to take a look and there’s a 
strong possibility that someone 
may put a bullet through your 
head.

Lean around a corner to take 
a shot and you expose yourself 
to enemy fire. 

During World War II the Ger-
mans learnt this lesson on the 
Russian Front when fighting 
in cities such as Leningrad and 
Stalingrad.

They had designed the 
Krummlauf, a bent barrel at-
tachment for the Sturmgewehr 
44 assault rifle developed by 
Germany in World War II. The 
curved barrel included a peri-
scope sighting device for shoot-
ing around corners from a safe 
position.

Fast forward to the early 
2000s and Lt. Col. Amos Golan 
of the Israeli Defence Forces, 
in cooperation with American 
investors, designed the Corner-
Shot.

The CornerShot has an inte-

grated video camera that pro-
vides a video feed to the front 
screen which has been proven 
very helpful to the soldier. The 
barrel of the gun can bend at a 
maximum of 60° to shoot targets.

A number of other countries, 
including China, India and Pa-
kistan, have developed or are 
currently developing similar 
weapons.

Traditional Vest
Contains 31 layers of Kevlar. 
When a bullet hits the impact 
is concentrated on a small 
area and causes a deep inden-
tation.

Liquid Vest
Contains 10 layers of Kevlar 
with thick liquid in between.
            When a bullet hits, the       
              liquid solidifies and  
                absorbs the impact  
                over a larger area.

Xstat
The Rapid Hemostasis Sys-

tem or Xstat is a revolutionary 
technique to stop excessive 
blood loss due to injuries on the 
battlefield. Generally, a simple 
tourniquet is used in these cir-
cumstances, which are success-
ful most of the times. But a US 
based medical firm has come 
up with an efficient way to stop 
blood loss completely.

The technique includes an 

injector syringe and tablets 
lookalike sponges that inflate 
when comes in contact with the 
wound. These sponges are ac-
tively covered by haemostatic 
(blood stopping) agent. Evident-
ly, the wound can be completely 
filled with inflated sponges in 
less than fifteen seconds, allow-
ing haemostasis to kick in and 
completely stopping the blood 
loss.

Liquid Armour
The Liquid Armour is per-

haps the most advanced armour 
till date, which is still under re-
search by MIT and United States 
Army Research Laboratory or 
ARL. The Liquid Armour con-
sists of a synthetic fibre (Kevlar) 
soaked in a special thickening 
fluid. These types of fluids re-
acts differently under various 
circumstances. 

All tests till date showed that 
when a brute force is applied 
at a certain point of that liquid 
soaked Kevlar, it gets extremely 
hardened. The fluid used in this 
is known as Non-Newtonian flu-
id, STF.
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Sea Cadet visit
South African Ship’s Society welcomes Sea Cadets from TS Woltemade. By Lt Cdr Glenn von 
Zeil, SA Naval Reserves and Buddy Bacon.

Sailors world wide have 
a bond, belong to the 
fraternity of the sea and 

are embodied with seamanship 
skills and tenacity.

The “old salts” who embody 
the Cape Town maritime herit-
age through the South African 
Ship’s Society opened their 
doors and hearts to the next 
generation of seafarers repre-
sented in part by the Sea Cadets 
from TS Woltemade.

The Sea Cadets movement 
has spread throughout South 
Africa and currently there are 
15 active Training Ships devel-
oping values and skills required 
to equip the youth towards a 
maritime and nautical career.  
The Units are located along 
the South African coast and in 
Gauteng with a Unit recently 
formed in Oudtshoorn.  Two 
new Units at Saldanha Bay (TS 
Saldanha) and Hawston (TS 
Birkenhead) are expected to be 
commissioned soon.

As the Sea Cadets provides 
youth aged 13 to 17 with mari-
time and nautical skills it is the 
logical place for them to start 
exploring a maritime career, 
whether in the SA Navy or mer-
chant navy, fishing fleet, ship 
building or related industries.  
Their activities appeal to school 
going boys and girls from Grade 
6 to Grade 12 who enjoy having 
“Serious Fun” whilst learning 
leadership, self-discipline and 
maritime orientated skills.

Their motto “Honour and 

Skill” is proudly displayed un-
der their badge.  These words 
embody the values of Respect, 
Honesty, Loyalty, Co-operation 
and Service which are instilled 
in the Sea Cadets via their train-
ing and interaction with compe-
tent instructors.

The land based Training 
Ships located around the coun-
try provide a safe space with 
competent instructors at which 
training can take place.  Train-
ing takes place on Friday nights 
or Saturdays with school vaca-
tion leadership camps sched-
uled during the school holidays.  
The highlight of the year is the 
annual camp hosted by the SA 
Navy.

“Action Centred Learning” 
allied to a practical “Outcome 
Based Competency Assess-
ment” is the approach which 
the Instructors follow.  This en-
sures that Sea Cadets are able 
not only skilled to “Do” but 
also to know “Why” they do it 
and how to “Use” available re-
sources.

Each Training Ship is staffed 
by competent volunteers, many 
of whom are themselves ex Sea 
Cadets or parents of Cadets, 
others who have followed ca-
reers within the maritime indus-
try, SA Navy or have the skills 
that are needed to be imparted 
practically.

The Sea Cadets were given 
a personal tour of the Ship’s 
Society rooms by Chairman, 
George Hendrie, and interacted 

with +70 years of South Afri-
ca’s maritime history.  This in-
cluded photographs, art, ship’s 
badges, artefacts, books and 
DVD’s.  Many researchers 
have utilised the Ship’s Socie-
ty library and rooms to conduct 
research for PhD, Masters and 
other projects.

1SLt of TS Woltemade Mid 
Ryan Schute, an ex Safmarine 
seafarer, notice a photograph of 
his old ship and shared a few 
tales about his life at sea.  He is 
proving to be an excellent role 
model to the Sea Cadets and 
has relevant seagoing experi-
ence and knowledge to impart.

After a drink (non-alcohol-
ic !), the Sea Cadets selected a 
historical DVD on World War 
II, USA Navy vs Japanese Ka-
mikaze.  Thereafter a discussion 
on what was learnt followed – 
discipline and commitment of 
both sailors and airmen to their 
respective roles, war is costly 
and should always be the last 
resort, the best way of avoiding 
war is to plan for it (ie defence) 
and size of the American ships 
were all noted !

The Sea Cadets marched 
through the harbour and to the 
V&A Waterfront with vehicle 
escorts to meet their parents.  
Along the way they created an 
attraction with many videoing 
them marching and many pos-
itive comments.

The Ship’s Society has of-
fered the Sea Cadets free mem-
bership and have encouraged 

them and their families to vis-
it their rooms on a Thursday 
evening (20h00) or Saturday 
afternoon (16h00).

The Officer Commanding TS 
Woltemade, Lt Cdr (SCC) Paul 
Jacobs has agreed that those 
interested Sea Cadets can visit 
the Ship’s Society on a monthly 
basis after the Unit closes on a 
Saturday.  The members of the 
Ship’s Society have expressed 
a keen interest to adopt a Sea 
Cadet by encouraging them to 
follow their chosen career and 
by assisting them to accomplish 
this.

Thank you to the South Afri-
can Ship’s Society for opening 
their doors and hearts to the 
Sea Cadets and those who will 
inherit the maritime history, 
knowledge and skills.

For information regarding the 
Ship’s Society please contact:

George Hendrie at  geolesh@

telkomsa.net
South African Ship’s Society
Opposite E Berth, Duncan 

Docks, Cape Town
Open: Thursdays from 

19h30 – usually a lecture r mar-
itime DVD and discussion

Saturdays from 16h00 
For information on or assis-

tance to TS Woltemade please 
contact:

Lt Cdr (SCC) Paul Jacobs at  
pauljacobs15@gmail.com

TS Woltemade
Promenade Road, Lakeside
Operates on Saturdays from 

08h00 until 15h00

The Ship Society of S.A.
The Ship Society of S.A. was 

formed in 1973 following 20 
years of being the Cape Town 
Branch of The World Ship So-
ciety, which was formed in 
1953.  It has as its main pur-
pose the stimulation of interest 

in ships and shipping and all 
things Maritime.  It brings to-
gether people with this mutual 
interest. The Society also aims 
to preserve the history of ship-
ping in S.A. and when viewing 
all the memorabilia that is on 
display in the rooms, you then 
realize that the Ship Society is 
the custodian of the Shipping 
history in South Africa.  Also 
the library of maritime books 
and ship registers is vast, as is 
the library of shipping related 
DVDs.

The Ship Society of S.A. 
welcomes visitors to their club-
house based in Duncan Road, 
down the road from The Mis-
sion to Seamen, opposite the 
Cape Town Cruise ship termi-
nal (F berth) in the docks, in the 
building, Bon 1, between the 
Transnet Port of Entry Customs 
Control building and before 
the building BUBEZI.  Park-

VISIT: Chairman of the Cape Town Ship’s Society, George Hendrie, Honarary Secretary Pauline 
Brueton, Mid Ryan Schute, 1st Lt TS Woltemade, with Sea Cadets from TS Woltemade at a visit 
to the Society’s rooms.
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ing is under the palm trees.  So 
nestled in the Cape Town har-
bour, the entrance is through 
the courtyard around the back 
of the building.  The rooms are 
open every Saturday afternoon 
from 16h30, where members 
and visitors may socialize and 
view the Shipping memorabil-
ia, artefacts, photographs, pic-
tures and ship models that are 
on display.  Or relax and look 
through the library of shipping 
and sea related videos as well 
as the vast library of Maritime 
books.  Anyone wanting to re-
search anything maritime will 
find all the answers at the Ship 
Society.

A number of students have 
done the research work for 
their thesis/dissertations at the 
rooms. The youth are encour-
aged to visit the rooms, when 
considering following a career 
in the maritime field.  Currently 
Jaco Louw is researching infor-

mation got his dissertation on 
Fishing trawlers.

The Ship Society of SA is 
open to members and the public 
every Thursday from 19h30 in 
the rooms. The talks given by 
guest speakers each month are 
guaranteed to be on interesting 
topics such as the “Oceanos”, 
Salvaging, De Beers Marine, 
Sailor Malan, Jay Gates’ talk 
on “Cape Town – the Historical 
gateway to Antarctica”, Brian 
Ingpen’s presentation on the 
“growth of the Grindrod Com-
pany”, various famous ships 
and just about anything that has 
to do with marine, boats and 
shipping.  One such talk was by 
Capt. Tate of the SA Agulhas, 
who spoke about the trip to the 
Antarctic to assist the Maria Ol-
dendorff, a German ice breaker 
ship which was ice bound in the 
Antarctic.

Visitors are most welcome 
to the meetings and member-

ship is available if you wish 
to attend meetings regularly. A 
number of Shipping Compa-
nies are Corporate members of 
the society and they are able to 
freely make use of the rooms by 
prior arrangement.

Being a NPO society, the 
membership fees is what keeps 
the Ship Society afloat and 
thereby being able to preserve 
and display the ‘history of ship-
ping’ to the public.

For further info please con-
tact the Hon.Secretary Paul-
ine Brueton 021 – 434 5528 
or email brupa@telkomsa.net 
or the Chairman, George Hen-
drie 072 647 7944 or email ge-
olesh@telkomsa.net or Treas-
urer, Ian Paul 082 873 7674 or 
email ipc@worldonline.co.za.

A visit to the Ship Society is 
an informative and interesting 
experience and of meeting fel-
low enthusiasts.  A news flash’ 
is sent to all the members, ship-

ping companies and anyone 
who is interested.

A short history of Bon I
HMSAS Bonaventure, better 

known as Bon 1, was commis-
sioned as a unit of the SANF 
in 1943, to accommodate the 
Naval Officer in Charge, Cape 
Town.  At this stage, Combined 
Headquarters was housed at 
Hiddingh Hall in orange Street, 
Cape Town.  Besides the build-
ings a number of wooden bun-
galows also made up the unit. 
ln 1946, with the SANF re-es-
tablished as part of the Perma-
nent Force and, with the scal-
ing down of personnel, SANF 
headquarters moved to Bon 1 
from Orange Street with Com-
modore J. Dalgleish as Director 
of the SANF. ln 1949 SANF 
Headquarters moved to Preto-
ria.

Bon 1 was vacated but the 

buildings were retained by the 
Navy. ln 1951, the Navy estab-
lished a new Coastal Command 
Headquarters with Commodore 
F.J. Dean as the Officer Com-
manding.  Coastal Command 
was the Headquarters of the 
newly established South Afri-
can Marine corps., which was 
responsible for the manning 
of the Coastal Gun Batteries 
and Anti-Aircraft defences.  A 
number of Marines also served 
at sea.  The Naval Gymnasi-
um was also estabished in that 
year allowing a certain number 
of ACF ballotees to volunteer 
for a one-year period instead 
of the four year, part time ser-
vice period in force at that 
time. The first intake for the 
Naval Gymnasium was trained 
at HMSAS BONAVENTURE, 
with subsequent intakes being 
trained at SAS SALDANHA. 
Coastal Command and the Ma-

TALES OF THE SEA: Mid Ryan Schute, 1st Lt TS Woltemade, relating his tales of the sea to 
Sea Cadets from TS Woltemade in the South African Ship’s Society rooms.

rine Corps were both disbanded 
in 1955 and Bon 1 became an 
administration unit responsi-
ble for the now defunct Coast-
al Command batteries such as 
SAS UBIQUE and SAS MAL-
GAS, among others. Staff were 
retained at these batteries for 
maintenance purposes only.

When the Navy took com-
mand of the Simon’s Town 
dockyard and other Royal 
Navy establishments in 1957, 
SAS BONAVENTURE was 
decommissioned. All the build-
ings were vacated finally on 
19 March 1958.  The site was 
handed over to the Public Works 
Department who, in turn, hand-
ed them over to the South Afri-
can Railways and Harbours. ln 
1990 the Ship Society of South 
Africa moved into its present 
location at Bon 1.

Click on the photograph below to take a virtual tour of Warrior’s Gate
and find out more about the Memorable Order of Tin Hats.

http://www.moth.org.za/
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Rank Structure - France
Over the next few months we will be running a series of articles looking at the rank structure of 
various armed forces. This month we look at the French Army.

Rank insignia in the 
French Army are worn 
on the sleeve or on 

shoulder marks of uniforms, and 
range up to the highest rank of 
Marshal of France, a state hon-
our denoted with a seven-star 
insignia that was last conferred 
posthumously on Marie Pierre 
Koenig in 1984.

Rank insignia in the French 
army depend on whether the 
soldier belongs to an infantry or 
cavalry unit. The infantry arms 
(armes à pied) include normal 

infantry, naval troops, the For-
eign Legion and engineers; 
cavalry arms (armes à cheval) 
include armoured cavalry, artil-
lery, maintenance and logistics. 

Sleeves are emblazoned with 
marks denoting either gold in-
signia for the infantry or silver/
white for the cavalry. How-
ever, the artillery uses gold as 
the main colour, despite being 
a cavalry branch, and spahis 
use gold as the main colour de-
spite being part of the cavalry, a 
distinction representing the ar-

moured cavalry.
The title of “marshal of 

France” (maréchal de France) is 
awarded as a distinction, rather 
than a rank. The marshals wear 
seven stars and carry a baton. 

Famous examples include 
Turenne, Vauban, Joachim Mu-
rat, Michel Ney, Bazaine, Guil-
laume Brune, Louis Nicolas 
Davout, Duke de MacMahon, 
de Canrobert, André Masséna, 
de Hauteclocque, de Tassigny, 
Marie Pierre Koenig and Al-
phonse Juin.

NCO’s and Other Ranks

Soldat 1e classe
(1st Class Soldier)

Caporal
(Corporal)

Caporal-chef
(Master Corporal)

Caporal-chef (1e classe)
(Master Corporal 1st Class)

Élève sous-officier
(Non-Commissioned Officer)

Sergent
(Sergeant)

Sergent-chef
(Master Sergeant)

Adjudant
(Adjudant)

Adjudant-chef
(Master Adjudant)

Warrant Officer

Major
(High Ranking Sub-officer)

Officers

Aspirant
(Aspirant)

Sous-lieutenant
(Second Lieutenant)

Lieutenant
(Lieutenant)

Capitaine
(Captain)

Commandant
(Commandant)

Lieutenant-colonel
(Lieutenant Colonel)

Colonel
(Colonel)

Général de brigade
(Brigadier General)

Général de division
(Division General)

Général de corps d’armée
(General of Corps)

Général d’armée
(Army General)

Maréchal de France
(Marshal of France)
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A matter of survival - Gearing up
Over the next few months we will be running a series of articles looking at survival, something 
that has always been important for those in the military. This month we’re doing something dif-
ferent and taking a look at some of the latest survival kits available.

Back in the very first arti-
cle we did on survival, 
which was published in 

the May 2018 issue, we looked 
at putting together a survival 
tin.

As we said back then, a sur-
vival tin is probably one of the 
most useful items that you can 
carry with you.

The only problem with put-
ting together a survival tin is 
deciding what items you want 
to put into it, and then finding 
the individual items.

Finding the items required 
was not always the easiest of 
tasks. Some of them were diffi-
cult to get your hands on. Until 
now, that is.

There are now numerous sur-
vival kits that you can purchase. 
Most of these will contain al-
most everything you need for 
your survival tin.

In this article we will be look-
ing at four kits that are availa-
ble, examine the contents, and 
discuss the pros and cons of 
each.

Emergency Outdoor Survival 
Gear Kit

This kit is lightweight and 
small enough to carry in your 
jacket pocket.

Package Contents
1. Flintstone
2. Multi-function scraper
3. Tactical torch flashlight 
4. Emergency tungsten steel 

pen
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5. Multi-function compass
6. Portable mini light
7. Sabre card
8. Whistle
9. Cold Steel Knife 
10. Waterproof and shockproof 

case

Flintstone
Made from magnesium and 

iron, this flintstone should pro-
vide you with between 5,000 
and 12,000 fires.

Scraper
Used to scrape magensium 

from the flintstone and then 
used to strike the steel and 
cause a spark. It also has a bot-
tle opener.

Tactical torch
Lightweight, small and ex-

tremely strong, this torch is a 
handy tool.

It can zoom in for an intense 
beam or out for wider illumina-
tion. It features an ultra-bright 
LED light, and ability to run for 
hours of just a single AA Bat-
tery.

Tungsten steel pen
Made from tungsten steel, 

this pen can be used to break 
glass. Useful if you’re trapped 
in a vehicle.

Compass
Many of the small button 

compasses are about as accu-
rate as a weather forecast. The 
one that comes with this kit, 

however, is not that bad.

Mini light
Great for reading a map at 

night without destroying your 
night vision.

Sabre card
This is a handy gadget that fits 

easily into your wallet or pock-
et. It has 11 different functions.
Can Opener
Bottle Cap Opener
4-Position Wrench
2-Position Wrench
Butterfly Screw Wrench
Direction Ancillary Wrench
Screwdriver
Knife Edge
Saw Blade, Ruler
Key chain Hole.

Cold steel knife
This heavy duty folding knife 

has a sharp blade and a black al-
uminium handle.

It comes with a belt clip, mak-
ing it convenient to carry.

Pros
The flinstone provides the 

means of making fire and the 
torch will provide illumination. 
Both of these are big plus fac-
tors.

The knife is useful for small 
tasks and the compass will help 
with navigation.

Cons
This kit doesn’t really pro-

vide you with anything that will 
aid in hunting food. 

Another negative is that there 
is nothing provide for basic 
medical care.

If you use this kit you will 
have to add a few items to it.

Price: R499

Emergency Outdoor Survival Gear Kit

Wille Honde Ultimate Surival Kit

Wille Honde Ultimate
Survival Kit 

Another kit that is lightweight 
and small enough to carry in 
your jacket pocket.

Package Contents
1. Flintstone
2. Multi-function scraper
3. Paracord Survivor Bracelet 
4. Portable mini light
5. Whistle
6. Cable ties 
7. Emergency Rescue Blanket 
8. Multi-tool Knife 
9. Insulation Tape
10. Wire saw
11. Survival card
12. Waterproof and shockproof 

case

Flintstone and scraper
This fairly standard flintstone 

and scraper will provide you 
with thousands of fires.

1
2

3 4 5

6 7

8

9

1011

12

Paracord Survivor Bracelet
Worn on the wrist, this brace-

let is quite handy. The Survi-
vor Bracelet has a loud safety 
whistle in the closure making it 
extremely convenient to signal 
others.

It also has a handy Fire Start-
er and Flint built in, you’ll be 
able to get a signal fire or camp 
fire going in no time.

Portable mini light
Suitable for reading a map at 

night.

Cable ties
Cable ties can be used for a 

number of applications and are 
always useful to have.

Emergency blanket
Lightweight and compact, 

this survival blanket is both wa-
terproof and wind proof.
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It provides a surprising 
amount of warmth and is also 
highly reflective. It can also be 
used for both ground cover and 
shade.

Multi-tool knife
A heavy duty pocket knife 

with a number of features in-
cluding:
• Stainless Steel Blade 65mm
• Can Opener
• Bottle opener
• Small screwdriver 3mm
• Scissors
• Fish scaler with fish hook 

Disgorger
• Saw
• Key Ring Holder
• Vine Stripper
• Sewing Eye
• Screw Driver
• Wood/Metal File

Insulation tape
A useful item for doing quick 

repairs and can also be used to 
bind sticks together.

Wire saw
These can be useful for saw-

ing large branches. Just don’t 
try and cut down and entire tree 
with it.

Survival card
These cards are far more use-

ful than they may appear. This 
one comes with its own case 
and can easily fit into you wal-
let.

Its features include:
• Can Opener
• Knife Edge
• Screwdriver
• Ruler
• Bottle Cap Opener
• Four position Wrench
• Butterfly Wrench
• Saw Blade

• Direction Ancillary Indica-
tion

• Two Position Wrench
• Key Ring Hole
• Easy-to-use Flint Fire Start-

er

Pros
This kit will provide you with 

three different methods of mak-
ing fire.

The insulation tape and cable 
ties are also a useful inclusion.

Cons
Once again, this is a kit that 

will not provide you with any-
thing for hunting, nor is there 
anything included for basic first 
aid.

The mini light, while useful 
for reading maps, does not pro-
vide sufficient illumination at 
night.

Price: R495.00

1

Wille Honde SOS Emergency Survival Tools Kit

Wille Honde SOS Emergency
Survival Tools Kit 

Another product made by 
Wille Honde, this one is slightly 
larger than the Ultimate Surviv-
al Kit, but still compact enough 
to carry.

Package Contents
1. Waterproof and shockproof 

carry case. 
2. Emergency tungsten steel 

pen 
3. Tactical torch flashlight
4. Seven core rope 
5. Wire saw
6. Sling shot
7. Mini light
8. Multi-tool with buckle
9. Whistle
10. Fishing line, hooks, float 

and sinkers
11. Cotton wool
12. Tactical military tool
13. Rubber band set
14. Button compass
15. Plaster
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Sling shot
Very handy for hunting birds 

or small game.

Multi-tool with buckle
A combination fork and spoon 

with a bottle opener.

Fishing kit
If you’re anywhere near wa-

ter that has fish, this is extreme-
ly handy.

Seven core rope
Good strong rope is always 

useful.

Pros
This kit does contain two of 

the essentials - a tool for start-
ing fires and a torch for decent 
illumination.

Another positive about this 
kit is that it does provide two 
means of obtaining food - the 
sling shot for hunting and a 
fishing kit.

Cons
This kit does not contain any 

sort of suitable knife. Nor does 
it contain a survival card, which 
most kits these days do have.

There is nothing really pro-
vided for basic first aid, besides 
a plaster.

Price: R327.00

DZI Pocket Tin Emergency 
Survival Kit

This is the smallest and most 
compact of the survival kits 
shown here.

Package Contents
1. Tin
2. Whistle
3. Ferrocerium Fire Starter 

Rod

DZI Pocket Tin Emergency Survival Kit
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4. Survival card
5. Fishing float
6. Button compass
7. Fishing swivels
8. Fishing sinkers
9. Fishing line and hooks
10. Alcohol swab
11. Safety pins
12. Wire saw

Pros
This is compact enough to 

carry in any pocket. It does 
have a survival card, as well as 
a means of starting fire.

The fishing tackle means that 
you will be able to catch fish - if 
they are available that is.

Cons
Besides fire, this kit provides 

no means of illumination. There 
is no suitable blade provided.

Besides a single alcohol swab 
and a few safety pins, nothing is 
provided for basic first aid.

Price: R200.00

Conclusion
All of these kits contain use-

ful items as well as suitable cas-

es to carry it in. You will, how-
ever, have to add a few items to 
them.

I strongly recommend that 
you take another look at the 
article on survival tins in the 
May 2018 issue of Military 
Despatches. It is available from 
the website. See what items you 
should carry for hunting pur-
poses as well as for basic health 
and first aid.

Warning
Now while keeping a surviv-

al tin in your pocket is always 
a good idea when going on any 
trip, don’t try it if you’re flying 
on a commercial flight.

Airport security tend to get a 
bit paranoid about you carrying 
knives, blades, fire starters and 
so on on board their aircraft.

A friend of mine was flying 
recently and she had a nail clip-
per in her bag. It was imme-
diately confiscated by airport 
security because it was a dan-
gerous weapon.

“Open the cockpit door now 
or the air hostess loses a cuti-
cle.!”
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Quiz

General Knowledge
I knew General Knowledge back in the days when he was still a captain. But I digress. This 

month’s quiz will test your general knowledge of military matters. We give you 25 questions, 
you answer them. Answers on page 00.

1. Who was the top air ace of 
World War II?

2. The American light cruiser 
USS Phoenix survived the 
attack on Pearl Harbour. 40 
years later she was sunk by 
a torpedo from the British 
submarine Conqueror. What 
was the Phoenix known as 
when she was sunk?

3. Which was the only nation 
that Germany declared war 
on during World War II?

4. What was the name of the 
pilot that dropped the first 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima?

5. The Enola Gay was the 
name of the aircraft to drop 
the first atomic bomb on Hi-
roshima. What was the name 
of the aircraft that dropped 
the second atomic bomb on 
Nagasaki?

6. How many South Africans 
were awarded the Victoria 
Cross during World War II?

7. Which World War II general 
said, “I would rather have a 
German division in front of 
me than a French one behind 
me.”

8. What was the nickname giv-
en to Britain’s’ Home Guard 
during World War II?

9. By what name was the Ger-
man Panzerkampfwagen V 
better known as?

10. What does the AK stand for 
in AK-47?

11. Which war began on 5 July 
1967?

12. What was the NATO code-
name for the Russian Mig-
21 fighter jet?

13. In terms of casualties, what 
was the most costly battle of 
the American Civil War?

14. Who was the only woman to 
ever win the American Med-
al of Honour?

15. How many women have 
been awarded the Victoria 
Cross?

16. What is the senior service of 
the UK armed forces?

17. What do the acronyms, SAS 
and SBS stand for?

18. Who wrote the book ‘Bravo 
Two Zero’?

19. What opportunistic country 
declared war on Japan five 
days before its surrender in 
1945?

20. What trials, beginning in 
1945, spawned the phrase “I 
was only following orders”? 

21. What was the B-17 long-
range bomber nicknamed in 
World War II? 

22. What does the military acro-
nym HALO stand for?

23. By what name was German 

World War I flying ace Man-
fred von Richthoffen better 
known as?

24. What song is the official 
march of the US 7th Cava-
lary?

25. On what date did Opera-
tion Reindeer, the attack on 
Cassinga, take place?

26. Who was the first person 
to be awarded the Honoris 
Crux?

27. During the Vietnam War 
the official army of South 
Vietnam was the ARVN, 
while the NVA was the of-
ficial army of North Viet-
nam. What did the acronyms 
stand for?

22

28. The Tokagypt is the Egyp-
tian version of the Russian 
Tokarev TT-33 pistol. What 
makes the Tokagypt unique?

29. Who was known as “The 
Desert Fox.”?

30. What were the code-names 
for the five beaches on D-
Day?

28
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In the third of a series of articles, we examine the submachine guns used by the ten 
strongest current military forces. 

10. Germany
Total military personnel – 210,305

Military Strength

Last month we looked at  
side arms used by the ten 
strongest current mili-

tary forces.

This month we are going to 
take a look at the submachine 
guns that each of these forces 
use, including some of those 

issued to special units within 
these military forces.

Heckler & Koch MP5
The MP5 is one of the most 

widely used submachine guns 
in the world, having been 
adopted by 40 nations and nu-
merous military, law enforce-
ment, intelligence, and security 
organizations.

• Manufacturer: Heckler & 
Koch

• Weight: 2.54 kg

• Length: 700 mm stock ex-
tended

• Cartridge: 9×19mm Para-
bellum

• Action: Roller-delayed 
blowback, closed bolt

• Rate of fire: 800 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 15, 30 or 40 

round detachable box mag-
azine

Heckler & Koch MP7
The MP7 was designed to 

penetrate body armour while 
being small enough to be used 
in place of either a pistol or a 
submachine gun.

• Manufacturer: Heckler & 
Koch

• Weight: 1.90 kg
• Length:  638 mm stock ex-

tended

• Cartridge: Calibre 4.6× 
30mm

• Action: Gas-operated, short 
stroke piston, rotating bolt

• Rate of fire: 950 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 20, 30 or 40 

round detachable box mag-
azine

9. Turkey
Total military personnel – 891,300

Heckler & Koch MP5

• Manufacturer: Heckler & 
Koch

• Weight: 2.54 kg
• Length: 700 mm stock ex-

tended
• Cartridge: 9×19mm Para-

bellum
• Action: Roller-delayed 

blowback, closed bolt
• Rate of fire: 800 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 15, 30 or 40 

round detachable box mag-
azine

FN P90
Used by Special Forces Com-

mand.

• Manufacturer: FN Herstal
• Weight: 2.6 kg
• Length: 50.5 cm

• Cartridge: FN 5.7×28mm
• Action:  Blowback, open 

bolt
• Rate of fire: 600 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 50 round de-

tachable box magazine

Uzi
Used by Special Forces Com-

mand.

• Manufacturer:  Israel Mili-
tary Industries

• Weight: 3.5 kg
• Length:  640 mm stock ex-

tended
• Cartridge: 9mm Parabellum
• Action: Gas-operated, short 

stroke piston, rotating bolt
• Rate of fire: 950 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 20 round de-

tachable box magazine

8. United Kingdom
Total military personnel – 157,500

L91A1
Used by UK Special Forc-

es and the Royal Military Po-
lice Close Protection Unit. The 
Special Air Service (SAS) use a 
number of different variants of 
the MP5.

• Manufacturer: Heckler & 
Koch

• Weight: 2.54 kg

• Length: 700 mm stock ex-
tended

• Cartridge: 9×19mm Para-
bellum

• Action: Roller-delayed 
blowback, closed bolt

• Rate of fire: 800 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 15, 30 or 40 

round detachable box mag-
azine

head To head



40 41

head To head head To head

7. Republic of Korea
Total military personnel – 3,699,000

Heckler & Koch MP5
Used by Special Forces.

• Manufacturer: Heckler & 
Koch

• Weight: 2.54 kg
• Length: 700 mm stock ex-

tended
• Cartridge: 9×19mm Para-

bellum
• Action: Roller-delayed 

blowback, closed bolt
• Rate of fire: 800 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 15, 30 or 40 

round detachable box mag-
azine

6. Japan
Total military personnel – 310,457

Minebea PM-9
The JSDF uses the PM9 as 

its official submachine gun, al-
though some of its special forc-
es units now use other weapons.

• Manufacturer: Minebea Co.
• Weight: 2.8 kg
• Length: 399 mm

• Cartridge: 9×19mm Para-
bellum

• Action: Blowback
• Rate of fire: 1,100 rounds/

min
• Effective firing range: 100m
• Feed system: 25 round de-

tachable box magazine

5. France
Total military personnel – 426,265

Heckler & Koch MP5
Used by French Army Spe-

cial Forces.

• Manufacturer: Heckler & 
Koch

• Weight: 2.54 kg
• Length: 700 mm stock ex-

tended

• Cartridge: 9×19mm Para-
bellum

• Action: Roller-delayed 
blowback, closed bolt

• Rate of fire: 800 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 15, 30 or 40 

round detachable box mag-
azine

FN P90
Used by French Army Spe-

cial Forces.

• Manufacturer: FN Herstal
• Weight: 2.6 kg
• Length: 50.5 cm

• Cartridge: FN 5.7×28mm
• Action:  Blowback, open 

bolt
• Rate of fire: 600 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 50 round de-

tachable box magazine

4. India
Total military personnel – 2,598,921

SAF Carbine 2A1
Based on the British Sterling, 

it is being replaced by the Indi-
an-designed Modern Sub Ma-
chine Carbine (MSMC).

• Manufacturer: Sterling Ar-
maments Company

• Weight: 2.7 kg

• Length: 686 mm stock ex-
tended

• Cartridge: 9×19mm Para-
bellum

• Action: API Blowback
• Rate of fire: 550 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 34 round de-

tachable box magazine

Heckler & Koch MP5
Used by Special Forces.

• Manufacturer: Heckler & 
Koch

• Weight: 2.54 kg
• Length: 700 mm stock ex-

tended
• Cartridge: 9×19mm Para-

bellum
• Action: Roller-delayed 

blowback, closed bolt
• Rate of fire: 800 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 15, 30 or 40 

round detachable box mag-
azine

Uzi
Used by Special Forces.

• Manufacturer:  Israel Mili-
tary Industries

• Weight: 3.5 kg
• Length:  640 mm stock ex-

tended

• Cartridge: 9mm Parabellum
• Action: Gas-operated, short 

stroke piston, rotating bolt
• Rate of fire: 950 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 20 round de-

tachable box magazine
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FN P90

Used by Special Forces.

• Manufacturer: FN Herstal
• Weight: 2.6 kg
• Length: 50.5 cm
• Cartridge: FN 5.7×28mm

• Action:  Blowback, open 
bolt

• Rate of fire: 600 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 50 round de-

tachable box magazine

Brügger & Thomet MP9
Used by Ghatak Comman-

dos.

• Manufacturer:  Brügger & 
Thomet

• Weight: 1.4 kg
• Length:  523 mm stock ex-

tended
• Cartridge: 9mm Parabellum
• Action: Short recoil
• Rate of fire: 950 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 100m
• Feed system:  15/20/25/30 

round transparent box mag-
azines

3. China
Total military personnel – 2,545,000

Currently the People’s Liberation Army Ground Forces make use of no fewer than 12 different 
types of submachine guns. The following are four of them.

CF-05
Limited use by Special Forc-

es.

• Manufacturer: Chongqing 
Changfeng

• Weight: 2.1 kg
• Length: 588 mm stock ex-

tended
• Cartridge: 9mm Parabellum
• Action:  Blowback
• Rate of fire: 800 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 150m
• Feed system: 50-round heli-

cal magazine

CS/LS3
Limited use by Special Forc-

es. It is a clone of the H&K 
MP5.

• Manufacturer:  China Ordi- 
nance Equipment Group

• Weight: 2.54 kg

• Length:  680 mm
• Cartridge: 9mm Parabellum
• Action: Short recoil
• Rate of fire: 800 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 100m
• Feed system:  30 detacha-

ble box magazine

Type 85
The Type 85 submachine gun 

was developed during the early 
1980s as a less expensive re-
placement for the Type 79 sub-
machine gun

• Manufacturer: China North 
Industries Corporation

• Weight: 1.9 kg

• Length: 628 mm stock ex-
tended

• Cartridge: 7.62×25mm Type 
51 / TT

• Action:  Blowback
• Rate of fire: 780 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 150m
• Feed system: 30 round de-

tachable box magazine

QCW-05
Used by the People’s Liber-

ation Army Ground Force, the 
People’s Liberation Army Spe-
cial Operations Forces and the 
People’s Armed Police.

• Manufacturer:  China South 
Industries Group

• Weight: 2.2 kg
• Length:  500 mm
• Cartridge: 5.8×21mm
• Action: Blowback
• Rate of fire: 900 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system:  50 round 

detachable box magazine

2. Russia
Total military personnel – 3,586,128

PP-19 Bizon
It is used by counter-terrorist 

and law enforcement units that 
usually need fast and accurate 
fire at close ranges.

• Manufacturer: Izhmash
• Weight: 2.1 kg

• Length: 660 mm stock ex-
tended

• Cartridge: 9mm Parabellum
• Action:  Blowback
• Rate of fire: 700 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 53 round heli-

cal magazine 

SR-2 Veresk
A new submachine gun 

chambered for the 9×21mm 
Gyurza cartridge developed for 
Russia’s Federal Security Ser-
vice (FSB)

• Manufacturer:  TsNIIToch-
Mash

• Weight: 2.2 kg
• Length:  603 mm stock ex-

tended
• Cartridge: 9×21mm Gyurza
• Action: Gas-operated, rotat-

ing bolt
• Rate of fire: 900 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 20 or 30 round 

detachable box magazine
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Vityaz-SN

It is based on the AK-74 and 
offers a high degree of parts 
commonality with the AK-74. 
The gun is directly developed 
from the PP-19 Bizon.

• Manufacturer: Izhmash
• Weight: 2.9 kg

• Length: 705 mm stock ex-
tended

• Cartridge: 9mm Parabellum
• Action:  Blowback, closed 

bolt
• Rate of fire: 750 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 30 round box 

magazine 

PP-2000
The PP-2000 is designed as 

a close-quarter combat weap-
on, intended for riot police and 
special operations forces.

• Manufacturer:   K B P 
Instrument Design Bureau

• Weight: 1.4 kg
• Length:  555 mm stock ex-

tended

• Cartridge: 9×19mm Para-
bellum

• Action: Straight blowback
• Rate of fire: 800 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 100m
• Feed system:  20 or 44 

round detachable box mag-
azine

PP-91 KEDR
Adopted in 1994 by the Rus-

sian Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs.

• Manufacturer: Izhmash
• Weight:  1.57 kg
• Length: 530 mm stock ex-

tended

• Cartridge: 9×18 mm 
Makarov

• Action:  Straight blowback
• Rate of fire: 1,000 rounds/

min
• Effective firing range:70m
• Feed system: 20-30 round 

box magazine 

1. United States
Total military personnel – 4,397,128

Heckler & Koch MP5
Used in night operations, 

close quarters, hostage rescue, 
and escort.

• Manufacturer: Heckler & Koch
• Weight: 2.54 kg
• Length: 700 mm stock ex-

tended

• Cartridge: 9×19mm Para-
bellum

• Action: Roller-delayed 
blowback, closed bolt

• Rate of fire: 800 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 15, 30 or 40 

round detachable box mag-
azine

Brügger & Thomet APC9
Used in Military Police and 

Security Details as Sub Com-
pact Weapon (SCW).

• Manufacturer: B&T
• Weight: 2.5 kg
• Length: 597mm stock ex-

tended

• Cartridge: 9×19mm (APC9)
• Action:  Straight blowback
• Rate of fire: 1,080 rounds/

min
• Effective firing range: 200m
• Feed system: 30 round box 

magazine 

SIG MPX
Used in night operations, 

close quarters, hostage rescue, 
and escort.

• Manufacturer:  SIG Sauer
• Weight: 2.7 kg
• Length:  610 mm stock ex-

tended

• Cartridge: 9×19mm Para-
bellum

• Action:  Short-stroke gas- 
operated

• Rate of fire: 850 rounds/min
• Effective firing range: 300m
• Feed system:  10, 20 or 30 

round detachable box maga-
zine

WORLD FAVOURITE: The Heckler & Koch MP5 and its variants is far and away the most pop-
ular submachine gun with military forces around the world.



Douglas Bader
Group Captain in the Royal Air Force, World War II fighter ace, prisoner of war, holder of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and bar, the Distinguished Service Order and bar, a Knight Bache-
lor and double amputee. This was Douglas Bader.

   Famous Figures in miliTary hisTory    Famous Figures in miliTary hisTory
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It would be understandable if 
someone involved in an air-
craft accident lost their en-

thusiasm for flying. Especially 
if the accident almost cost them 
their life and did result in them 
losing both of their legs. Unless, 
of course, your name was Doug-
las Bader.

Group Captain Sir Douglas 
Robert Steuart Bader, CBE, 
DSO & Bar, DFC & Bar, DL, 
FRAeS was a Royal Air Force 
flying ace during World War II. 
He was credited with 22 aerial 
victories, four shared victories, 
six probables, one shared prob-
able and 11 enemy aircraft dam-
aged.

These awards, honours and 
achievements would be note-
worthy by any stands. Yet what 
makes Bader’s achievements 
even more noteworthy was the 
fact that Bader was a double am-
putee, having lost both legs be-
fore the war.

Early life
Douglas Robert Steuart Bader 

was born on 21 February 1910 
in St John’s Wood, London. He 
was the second son of Fred-
erick Roberts Bader and 
his wife Jessie Scott 
MacKenzie.

Until he was two 
years old, Bader 
was raised by 
relatives on 

the Isle of Man. Bader’s father 
was a civil engineer and had re-
turned, along with his wife and 
first-born son, to work in India. 
Bader would join them at the age 
of two.

A year later the family returned 
to England and settled in Kew.  

Bader’s father saw action in 
the First World War in the Royal 
Engineers, and was wounded in 
action in 1917. He remained in 
France after the war, where, hav-
ing attained the rank of major, 
he died in 1922 of complications 
from those wounds in a hospital 
in Saint-Omer.

Bader’s mother remarried to 
the Reverend Ernest William 
Hobbs. The mild-mannered rev-
erend did not become the father 
figure that Bader needed. His 

mother showed little interest in 
Bader and he would often be 
sent to his grandparents. With-
out guidance he became an un-
ruly boy.

He was sent as a boarder to 
Temple Grove School, regard-
ed as one of the top five English 
prep schools.

Bader received his secondary 
education at St Edward’s School 
in Oxford, where he thrived 
on sport - especially rugby and 
cricket.

In mid-1923, at the age of 13, 
Bader visited his aunt Hazel, 
who was marrying RAF Flight 
Lieutenant Cyril Burge, adjutant 
at RAF Cranwell. 

It was during this visit that 
Bader got his first look at an 
Avro 504, a World War I biplane. 
Although he enjoyed the visit 
and took an interest in aviation, 
he showed no signs of becoming 
a keen pilot.

Back at school Bader focused 
his attention on sport and took 
less of an interest in academics. 
Bader received guidance and 

encouragement from a Warden 
Kendall and he soon began to 
excel at his studies.

He was later accepted as a ca-
det at RAF Cranwell. Soon after-
wards, he was offered a place at 
Oxford University, but turned it 
down as he preferred Cambridge 
University.

His mother refused to allow 
Bader to attend Cambridge in 
December 1927, claiming she 
could not afford the fees. A mas-
ter at St. Edwards, a Mr Ding-
wall, helped pay these fees in 
part. 

Due to his new connection 
with Cyril Burge, Bader learned 
of the six annual prize cadetships 
offered by RAF Cranwell each 
year. Out of hundreds of appli-
cants, he finished fifth. He left St 
Edward’s in early 1928, aged 18.

Entering the service
In 1928, Bader joined the RAF 

as an officer cadet at the Royal 
Air Force College Cranwell in 
rural Lincolnshire. He contin-
ued to excel at sports, and added 
hockey and boxing to his reper-
toire. 

Motorcycling was tolerated 
at Cranwell, though cadets usu-
ally took part in banned activ-
ities such as speeding, pillion 
racing and buying and racing 
motorcars. Bader was involved 
in these activities and was close 
to expulsion after being caught 
out too often, in addition to 
coming in 19th out of 21 in his 
class examinations; however, his 
commanding officer (CO), Air 
Vice-Marshal Frederick Hala-
han gave him a private warning 
about his conduct.

On 13 September 1928, Bad-
er took his first flight with his 
instructor Flying Officer W. J. 
“Pissy” Pearson in an Avro 504. 
After just 11 hours and 15 min-
utes of flight time, he flew his 
first solo, on 19 February 1929.

On 26 July 1930, Bader was 
commissioned as a pilot officer 
into No. 23 Squadron RAF based 
at Kenley, Surrey. Flying Gloster 
Gamecocks and soon after, Bris-
tol Bulldogs, Bader became a 
daredevil while training there, 
often flying illegal and danger-
ous stunts. 

While very fast for its time, the 
Bulldog had directional stability 
problems at low speeds, which 
made such stunts exceptionally 
dangerous.

No. 23 Squadron had won the 
Hendon Air Show “pairs” event 
in 1929 and 1930. In 1931 Bad-
er, teamed with Harry Day, suc-
cessfully defended the squad-
ron’s title in the spring that year.

In late 1931, Bader undertook 
training for the 1932 Hendon Air 
Show, hoping to win a second 
consecutive title. Two pilots had 
been killed attempting aerobat-
ics. The pilots were warned not 
to practise these manoeuvres 
under 610 metres and to keep 
above 150 metres at all times. 
Bader took this as an unneces-
sary safety rule rather than an 
order to be obeyed.

Nevertheless, on 14 Decem-
ber 1931, while visiting Reading 
Aero Club, he attempted some 
low-flying aerobatics at Wood-
ley Airfield in a Bulldog Mk. 
IIA, K1676, of 23 Squadron, ap-
parently on a dare. 

His aircraft crashed when the 

tip of the left wing touched the 
ground. Bader was rushed to 
the Royal Berkshire Hospital, 
where, in the hands of the prom-
inent surgeon J. Leonard Joyce, 
both his legs were amputated 
- one above and one below the 
knee. Bader made the following 
laconic entry in his logbook after 
the crash: “Crashed slow-rolling 
near ground. Bad show.”

Bader was transferred to the 
hospital at RAF Uxbridge and 
fought hard to regain his former 
abilities after he was given a new 
pair of artificial legs.

His convalescence was pain-
ful and exhausting and he need-
ed morphine for pain relief. But 
for Bader there was no thought 
of just giving up.

In time his efforts paid off and 
he was able to drive a specially 
modified car, play golf, and even 
dance. During his convalescence 
there, he met and fell in love with 
Thelma Edwards, a waitress at a 
tea room called the Pantiles in 
Bagshot, Surrey.

Bader got his chance to prove 
that he could still fly when, in 
June 1932, Air Under-Secretary 
Philip Sassoon arranged for him 
to take up an Avro 504, which he 
piloted competently. 

A subsequent medical exami-
nation proved him fit for active 
service, but in April 1933 he was 
notified that the RAF had decid-
ed to reverse the decision on the 
grounds that this situation was 
not covered by King’s Regula-
tions. 

In May, Bader was invalided 
out of the RAF, took an office 
job with the Asiatic Petroleum 
Company (now Shell) and, on 5 



October 1933, married Thelma 
Edwards.

Return to the RAF
Most people would have giv-

en up, but Bader continued to 
request that the Air Ministry ac-
cept him back into the RAF and 
give him a posting.

The increasing tensions in Eu-
rope worked in Bader’s favour 
and he was finally invited to a 
selection board meeting at Adas-
tral House in London’s Kings-
way.

Bader was disappointed to 
learn that it was only “ground 
jobs” that were being offered. 
It appeared that he would be re-
fused a flying position, but Air 
Vice Marshal Halahan, com-
mandant of RAF Cranwell in 
Bader’s days there, personal-
ly endorsed him and asked the 
Central Flying School, Upavon, 
to assess his capabilities.

On 14 October 1939, the Cen-
tral Flying School requested 
Bader report for flight tests on 18 
October. He did not wait; driving 
down the next morning, Bader 
undertook refresher courses.

Despite reluctance on the part 
of the establishment to allow 
him to apply for an A.1.B. (full 
flying category status), his per-
sistent efforts paid off.

Bader regained a medical cat-
egorisation for operational flying 
at the end of November 1939 and 
was posted to the Central Flying 
School for a refresher course on 
modern types of aircraft.

On 27 November, eight years 
after his accident, Bader flew 
solo again in an Avro Tutor; once 
airborne, he could not resist the 
temptation to turn the biplane 
upside down at 180 metres in-
side the circuit area. Bader sub-
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sequently progressed through 
the Fairey Battle and Miles Mas-
ter (the last training stage before 
flying Spitfires and Hurricanes).

World War II
In January 1940, Bader was 

posted to No. 19 Squadron 
based at RAF Duxford near 
Cambridge, where, at 29, he was 
older than most of his fellow pi-
lots. Squadron Leader Geoffrey 
Stephenson, a close friend from 
his Cranwell days, was the com-
manding officer, and it was here 
that Bader got his first glimpse 
of a Spitfire.

It was thought that Bader’s 
success as a fighter was partly 
because of his having no legs; 
pilots pulling high g-forces in 
combat turns often blacked out 
as the flow of blood from the 
brain drained to other parts of 
the body, usually the legs. As 
Bader had no legs he could re-
main conscious longer, and thus 
had an advantage over more 
able-bodied opponents.

Between February and May 
1940 Bader practised formation 
flying, air tactics, and undertook 
flights over sea convoys. Bad-
er found opposition to his ideas 
about aerial combat. He favoured 
using the sun and altitude to am-
bush the enemy, but the RAF did 
not share his opinions. Official 
orders/doctrine dictated that pi-
lots should fly line-astern and 
attack singly. Despite this being 
at odds with his preferred tactics, 
Bader obeyed orders, and his 
skill saw him rapidly promoted 
to section leader.

Leigh-Mallory made Bader 
a flight commander of No. 222 
Squadron RAF a few weeks lat-
er which also meant an advance 
from flying officer to flight lieu-

tenant.
Bader had his first taste of 

combat with No. 222 Squadron 
RAF, which was based at RAF 
Duxford. On 10 May the Wehr-
macht invaded Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, Belgium and 
France. 

The campaigns went badly for 
the Western Allies and soon they 
were evacuating from Dunkirk 
during the battle for the port. 
RAF Squadrons were ordered 
to provide air supremacy for the 
Royal Navy during Operation 
Dynamo.

Bader got his first kill, a Mess-
erschmitt Bf 109, on 1 June 
19490 wile patrolling the coast 
near Dunkirk. Bader was also 
credited with a Messerschmitt 
Bf 110 damaged.

After flying operations over 
Dunkirk, Bader was posted to 
command No. 242 Squadron 
RAF as acting squadron leader 
on 28 June 1940, a Hawker Hur-
ricane unit based at RAF Colt-
ishall, mainly made up of Ca-
nadians who had suffered high 
losses in the Battle of France and 
had low morale. 

Despite initial resistance to 
their new commanding officer, 
the pilots were soon won over 
by Bader’s strong personality 
and perseverance, especially in 
cutting through red tape to make 
the squadron operational again.

242 Squadron distinguished 
itself during the Battle of Britain 
and claimed 62 aerial victories. 
Bader had become an ace during 
the battle, with more than five 
kills.

On 14 September, Bader was 
awarded the Distinguished Ser-
vice Order (DSO) for his combat 
leadership. On 24 September, he 
had been promoted to the war 

substantive rank of flight lieu-
tenant.

On 12 December 1940, Bader 
was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross (DFC) for his ser-
vices during the Battle of Brit-
ain. By this time, he was an act-
ing squadron leader.

On 18 March 1941, Bader was 
promoted to acting wing com-
mander and became one of the 
first “wing leaders”. Stationed at 
Tangmere with 145, 610 and 616 
Squadrons under his command, 
Bader led his wing of Spitfires on 
sweeps and “Circus” operations 
(medium bomber escort) over 
north-western Europe through-
out the summer campaign. 

These were missions combin-
ing bombers and fighters de-
signed to lure out and tie down 
German Luftwaffe fighter units 
that might otherwise serve on the 
Russian front. One of the wing 
leader’s “perks” was permission 
to have his initials marked on 

his aircraft as personal identifi-
cation, thus “D-B” was painted 
on the side of Bader’s Spitfire. 
These letters gave rise to his ra-
dio call-sign “Dogsbody”.

Between 24 March and 9 Au-
gust 1941, Bader flew 62 fighter 
sweeps over France. On 9 August 
1941, Bader was flying a Spit-
fire Mk VA serial W3185 “D-B” 
on an offensive patrol over the 
French coast, looking for Mess-
erschmitt Bf 109s from Abbev-
ille or Wissant. He was without 
his trusted wingman Alan Smith, 
who was unable to fly on that 
day due to a head cold. 

Just after Bader’s section of 
four aircraft crossed the coast, 
12 Bf 109s were spotted flying 
in formation below them and 
travelling in the same direction. 
Bader dived on them too fast and 
too steeply to be able to aim and 
fire his guns, and barely avoided 
colliding with one of them. 

He levelled out to find that he 
was now alone, separated from 

his section, and was considering 
whether to return home when he 
spotted three pairs of Bf 109s a 
couple of miles in front of him.

He dropped down below them 
and closed up before destroying 
one of them with a short burst of 
fire from close range. Bader was 
just opening fire on a second Bf 
109, which trailed white smoke 
and dropped down, when he no-
ticed the two on his left turning 
towards him. 

At this point he decided it 
would be better to return home; 
however, making the mistake of 
banking away from them, Bader 
believed he had a mid-air colli-
sion with the second of the two 
Bf 109s on his right that were 
continuing straight ahead.

Bader’s fuselage, tail and fin 
were gone from behind him, and 
he lost height rapidly at what 
he estimated to be 640 km/hr in 
a slow spin. He jettisoned the 
cockpit canopy, released his har-
ness pin, and the air rushing past 
the open cockpit started to suck 



50 51

him out, but his prosthetic leg 
was trapped. 

Part way out of the cockpit and 
still attached to his aircraft, Bad-
er fell for some time before he 
released his parachute, at which 
point the leg’s retaining strap 
snapped under the strain and he 
was pulled free. A Bf 109 flew 
by as he neared the ground.

Although Bader believed for 
years that he had collided in 
midair with a Bf 109, two other 
possibilities have later been put 
forward; that he was shot down 
by a German Bf 109, or alterna-
tively that he may have been a 
victim of friendly fire.

Recent research shows no Bf 
109 was lost to a collision that 
day, and there is also doubt that 
a German pilot was responsible 
for shooting him down. 

Prisoner of War
Bader became a prisoner of 

war. The Germans treated Bad-
er with great respect. When he 
baled out, Bader’s right prosthet-
ic leg became trapped in the air-
craft, and he escaped only when 
the leg’s retaining straps snapped 
after he pulled the ripcord on his 
parachute.

General Adolf Galland noti-
fied the British of his damaged 
leg and offered them safe pas-
sage to drop off a replacement. 
Hermann Göring himself gave 
the green light for the operation. 

The British responded on 19 
August 1941 with the “Leg Op-
eration” - an RAF bomber was 
allowed to drop a new prosthet-
ic leg by parachute to St Omer, 
a Luftwaffe base in occupied 
France, as part of Circus 81 in-
volving six Bristol Blenheims 
and a sizeable fighter escort in-
cluding 452 Squadron. 

The Germans were less im-
pressed when, task done, the 
bombers proceeded on to their 
bombing mission to Gosnay 
Power Station near Bethune, al-
though bad weather prevented 
the target being attacked.

Bader escaped from the hos-
pital where he was recovering 
by tying together sheets. Initial-
ly the “rope” did not reach the 
ground; with the help of anoth-
er patient, he slid the sheet from 
under the comatose New Zea-
land pilot, Bill Russell of No. 
485 Squadron, who had had his 
arm amputated the day before. 
Russell’s bed was then moved 
to the window to act as an an-
chor. A French maid at the St. 
Omer hospital attempted to get 
in touch with British agents to 
enable Bader to escape to Brit-
ain. She later brought a letter 
from a peasant couple (a Mr. and 
Mrs. Hiecques), who promised 
to shelter him outside St. Omer 
until he could be passed further 
down the line. Until then, their 
son would wait outside the hos-
pital every night until there was 
a chance of escape. Eventually, 
he escaped out of a window. The 
plan worked initially.

Bader completed the long walk 
to the safe house despite wearing 
a British uniform. Unfortunately 
for him, the plan was betrayed 
by another woman at the hospi-
tal and Bader was recaptured.

Over the next few years, Bad-
er made himself a thorn in the 
side of the Germans. He often 
practised what the RAF person-
nel called “goon-baiting”. He 
considered it his duty to cause 
as much trouble to the enemy as 
possible, much of which includ-
ed escape attempts. He made 
so many escape attempts that 

the Germans threatened to take 
away his legs. 

In August 1942, Bader es-
caped with Johnny Palmer and 
three others from the camp at 
Stalag Luft III B in Sagan. Un-
luckily, a Luftwaffe officer of 
JG 26 was in the area. Keen to 
meet the Tangmere wing leader, 
he dropped by to see Bader, but 
when he knocked on his door, 
there was no answer. Soon the 
alarm was raised, and a few days 
later, Bader was recaptured.

He was finally dispatched to 
the “escape-proof” Colditz Cas-
tle Oflag IV-C on 18 August 
1942, where he remained until 
15 April 1945 when it was lib-
erated by the First United States 
Army.

Postwar
After his return to Britain, 

Bader was given the honour of 
leading a victory flypast of 300 
aircraft over London in June 
1945. On 1 July, he was promot-
ed to temporary wing command-
er.

 Bader was given the post of the 
Fighter Leader’s School com-
manding officer. He received a 
promotion to war substantive 
wing commander on 1 Decem-
ber and soon after was promoted 
to temporary group captain.

Unfortunately for Bader, the 
fighter aircraft’s roles had now 
expanded significantly and he 
spent most of his time instruct-
ing on ground attack and co-op-
eration with ground forces. 

Also, Bader did not get on with 
the newer generation of squad-
ron leaders who considered him 
to be “out of date”. In the end, 
Air Marshal James Robb of-
fered Bader a role commanding 
the North Weald sector of No. 

11 Group RAF, an organisation 
steeped in Fighter Command 
and Battle of Britain history.

It is likely Bader would have 
stayed in the RAF for some time 
had his mentor Leigh-Mallory 
not been killed in an air crash in 
November 1944, such was the 
respect and influence he held 
over Bader, but Bader’s enthusi-
asm for continued service in the 
RAF waned.

On 21 July 1946, Bader retired 
from the RAF with the rank of 
group captain to take a job at 
Royal Dutch Shell.

Bader considered politics, and 
standing as a Member of Parlia-
ment for his home constituency 
in the House of Commons. He 
despised how the three main po-
litical parties used war veterans 
for their own political ends. In-
stead, he resolved to join Shell. 

His decision was not motivat-
ed by money, but a willingness 
to repay a debt. Shell had been 
ready to take him on, aged 23, 
after his accident. Other compa-
nies had offered him more mon-
ey, but he chose to join Shell on 
principle.

There was another incentive. 

NO ESCAPE: Colditz Castle, known as Oflag IV-C, in Saxony, 
Germany. It housed Allied prisoners of war and Bader spent 
almost three years there.

Joining Shell would allow him to 
continue flying. He would travel 
as an executive, and it meant he 
could fly a light aircraft.

Bader became Managing Di-
rector of Shell Aircraft until he 
retired in 1969. That same year, 
he also served as a technical ad-
visor to the film, Battle of Brit-
ain. 

Bader travelled to every major 
country outside the Communist 
world, becoming internationally 
famous and a popular after-din-
ner speaker on aviation matters. 
In 1975 he spoke at the funeral 
of Air Chief Marshal Keith Park.

Controversial character
When the film Reach for the 

Sky was released, people as-
sociated Bader with the quiet 
and amiable personality of ac-
tor Kenneth More, who played 
Bader. Bader recognised that the 
producers had deleted all those 
habits he displayed when on op-
erations, particularly his prolific 
use of bad language.

Never a person to hide his 
opinions, Bader also became 
controversial for his political in-
terventions. A staunch conserv-

ative with traditional Victorian 
values, his trenchantly expressed 
views on such subjects as juve-
nile delinquency, apartheid and 
Rhodesia’s defiance of the Com-
monwealth (he was a strong 
supporter of Ian Smith’s white 
minority regime) attracted much 
criticism.

Bader was known, at times, 
to be head-strong, blunt and un-
sophisticated when he made his 
opinion known. During one visit 
to Munich, Germany, as a guest 
of Adolf Galland, he walked into 
a room full of ex-Luftwaffe pi-
lots and said, “My God, I had no 
idea we left so many of you bas-
tards alive”.

Death
Bader’s first wife, Thelma, 

died in January 1971 and he re-
married in January 1973.

Bader’s health was in decline 
in the 1970s, and he soon gave 
up flying altogether.  His work-
load was exhausting for a legless 
man with a worsening heart con-
dition. On 5 September 1982, af-
ter a dinner honouring Marshal 
of the Royal Air Force Sir Arthur 
“Bomber” Harris at the Guild-
hall, at which he spoke, Bader 
died of a heart attack while being 
driven through Chiswick, west 
London, on his way home.

Among the many dignitaries 
and personalities at his funer-
al was Adolf Galland. Galland 
and Douglas Bader had shared 
a friendship that spanned more 
than 42 years since their first 
meeting in France. Although 
Galland was on a business trip 
to California, he made sure to 
attend the memorial service 
held for Bader at the St Clement 
Danes Church in the Strand.
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Forged in
baTTle

M16
For more than 50 years the M16 assault rifle has been the standard issue rifle for the US Military. 
It is a weapon that was Forged in Battle.

In 1928, a U.S. Army ‘Cali-
bre Board’ conducted firing 
tests at Aberdeen Proving 

Grounds and recommended 
transitioning to smaller calibre 
rounds, mentioning in particular 
the .27. Largely in deference to 
tradition, this recommendation 
was ignored and the Army re-
ferred to the .30 calibre as “full 

sized” for the next 35 years.
 After World War II, the Unit-

ed States military started look-
ing for a single automatic rifle 
to replace the M1 Garand, M1/
M2 Carbines, M1918 Browning 
Automatic Rifle, M3 “Grease 
Gun” and Thompson subma-
chine gun.

However, early experiments 
with select-fire versions of the 
M1 Garand proved disappoint-
ing. During the Korean War, the 
select-fire M2 carbine largely 
replaced the submachine gun 
in US service and became the 

most widely used carbine var-
iant. However, combat experi-
ence suggested that the .30 Car-
bine round was under-powered. 
American weapons designers 
concluded that an intermedi-
ate round was necessary, and 
recommended a small-calibre, 
high-velocity cartridge.

However, senior American 
commanders having faced fa-
natical enemies and experi-
enced major logistical problems 
during WWII and the Korean 
War, insisted that a single pow-
erful .30 calibre cartridge be de-
veloped, that could not only be 
used by the new automatic rifle, 

but by the new general-pur-
pose machine gun (GPMG) in 
concurrent development. This 
culminated in the development 
of the 7.62×51mm NATO car-
tridge.

The U.S. Army then began 
testing several rifles to re-
place the obsolete M1 Garand. 
Springfield Armoury’s T44E4 
and heavier T44E5 were essen-
tially updated versions of the 
Garand chambered for the new 
7.62 mm round, while Fabri-
que Nationale submitted their 
FN FAL as the T48. ArmaLite 
entered the competition late, 
hurriedly submitting several 

AR-10 prototype rifles in the 
fall of 1956 to the U.S. Army’s 
Springfield Armory for testing. 

The AR-10 featured an inno-
vative straight-line barrel/stock 
design, forged aluminium al-
loy receivers and with phenolic 
composite stocks. It had rugged 
elevated sights, an oversized al-
uminium flash suppressor and 
recoil compensator, and an ad-
justable gas system. 

The final prototype featured 
an upper and lower receiver 
with the now-familiar hinge 
and takedown pins, and the 
charging handle was on top of 
the receiver placed inside of the 
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M16 Assault Rifle

• Type: Assault rifle
• Place of origin: United 

States
• In use: 1964–present 
• Designer: Eugene Stoner 

and L. James Sullivan
• Designed: 1959
• Manufacturer: Colt’s 

Manufacturing Company
• No. built: +8 million
• Weight: 2.89 kg (unload-

ed); 3.40 kg (loaded)
• Length: 1,003 mm
• Barrel length: 508 mm 
• Cartridge: 5.56×45 mm 

NATO (M193)
• Calibre: 5.56 mm
• Action: Gas-operated, ro-

tating bolt (direct impinge-

ment)
• Rate of fire: 700–950 

rounds/min cyclic sus-
tained; 45–60 rounds/min 
semi-automatic

• Muzzle velocity: 960 m/s
• Effective firing range: 

550 m (point target); 800 m 
(area target)

• Maximum firing range: 
3,600 m

• Feed system: STANAG 
magazine 20 round de-
tachable box magazine; 
30 round detachable box 
magazine; Beta C-Mag 100 
round double-lobed drum

• Sights: Iron sights or vari-
ous optics

carry handle. 
For a 7.62mm NATO rifle, 

the AR-10 was incredibly light-
weight at only 3.1 kg empty. 
Initial comments by Springfield 
Armoury test staff were favour-
able, and some testers com-
mented that the AR-10 was the 
best lightweight automatic rifle 
ever tested by the Armoury.

In the end the U.S. Army 
chose the T44 now named M14 
rifle which was an improved 
M1 Garand with a 20 round 
magazine and automatic fire 
capability.

The U.S. also adopted the 
M60 general purpose machine 
gun (GPMG). Its NATO part-
ners adopted the FN FAL and 
HK G3 rifles, as well as the FN 
MAG and Rheinmetall MG3 
GPMGs.

The first confrontations be-
tween the AK-47 and the M14 
came in the early part of the Vi-
etnam War. Battlefield reports 
indicated that the M14 was un-
controllable in full-auto and that 
soldiers could not carry enough 
ammunition to maintain fire su-
periority over the AK-47.

And, while the M2 carbine 
offered a high rate of fire, it was 
under-powered and ultimate-
ly outclassed by the AK-47. 
A replacement was needed: a 
medium between the tradition-
al preference for high-powered 
rifles such as the M14, and the 
lightweight firepower of the M2 
Carbine.

As a result, the Army was 
forced to reconsider a 1957 re-
quest by General Willard G. 
Wyman, commander of the 
U.S. Continental Army Com-
mand (CONARC) to develop a 
5.56 mm select-fire rifle weigh-
ing 2.7 kg when loaded with a 

20 round magazine.
The 5.56 mm round had to 

penetrate a standard U.S. hel-
met at 460 meters and retain a 
velocity in excess of the speed 
of sound, while matching or ex-
ceeding the wounding ability of 
the .30 Carbine cartridge.

This request ultimately re-
sulted in the development of a 
scaled-down version of the Ar-
malite AR-10, named ArmaLite 
AR-15 rifle. 

In the late 1950s, designer Eu-
gene Stoner was completing his 
work on the AR-15. The AR-15 
used .22-caliber bullets, which 
destabilized when they hit a hu-
man body, as opposed to the .30 
round, which typically passed 
through in a straight line. 

The smaller calibre meant that 
it could be controlled in autofire 
due the reduced recoil. Being al-
most one-third the weight of the 
.30 meant that the soldier could 
sustain fire for longer with the 
same load. Due to design inno-
vations, the AR-15 could fire 
600 to 700 rounds a minute 
with an extremely low jamming 
rate. Parts were stamped out, 
not hand-machined, so could be 
mass-produced, and the stock 
was plastic to reduce weight.

Throughout 1962 and 1963, 
the U.S. military extensively 
tested the AR-15. Positive eval-
uations emphasized its light-
ness, “lethality”, and reliability. 
However, the Army Materiel 
Command criticized its inaccu-

racy at longer ranges and lack 
of penetrating power at higher 
ranges.

In early 1963, the U.S. Spe-
cial Forces asked, and was giv-
en permission, to make the AR-
15 its standard weapon. Other 
users included Army Airborne 
units in Vietnam and some units 
affiliated with the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. As more units 
adopted the AR-15, Secretary 
of the Army Cyrus Vance or-
dered an investigation into why 
the weapon had been rejected 
by the Army. 

The resulting report found 
that Army Materiel Command 
had rigged the previous tests, 
selecting tests that would fa-
vour the M14 and choosing 
match grade M14s to compete 
against AR-15s out of the box. 

At this point, the bureaucratic 
battle lines were well-defined, 
with the Army ordnance agen-
cies opposed to the AR-15 and 
the Air Force and civilian lead-
ership of the Defence Depart-
ment in favour.

In January 1963, Secretary 
of Defense Robert McNamara 
concluded that the AR-15 was 

JAMMING JENNY: Many US troops in Vietnam nicknamed the 
M16 ‘Jamming Jenny’ because of its tendency to jam.

the superior weapon system 
and ordered a halt to M14 pro-
duction. 

In late 1963, the Defence De-
partment began mass procure-
ment of rifles for the Air Force 
and special Army units. Secre-
tary McNamara designated the 
Army as the procurer for the 
weapon with the Department, 
which allowed the Army ord-
nance establishment to modify 
the weapon as they wished. 

The first modification was 
the additions of a “manual bolt 
closure,” allowing a soldier to 
ram in a round if it failed to seat 
properly. The Air Force, which 
was buying the rifle, and the 
Marine Corps, which had test-
ed it both objected to this addi-
tion, with the Air Force noting, 
“During three years of testing 
and operation of the AR-15 ri-
fle under all types of conditions 
the Air Force has no record of 
malfunctions that could have 
been corrected by a manual bolt 
closing device.” 

They also noted that the clo-
sure added weight and com-
plexity, reducing the reliability 
of the weapon. Colonel Howard 

Yount, who managed the Army 
procurement, would later state 
the bolt closure was added af-
ter direction from senior lead-
ership, rather than as a result of 
any complaint or test result, and 
testified about the reasons: “the 
M-1, the M-14, and the carbine 
had always had something for 
the soldier to push on; that may-
be this would be a comforting 
feeling to him, or something.”

After modifications, the new 
redesigned rifle was subsequent-
ly adopted as the M16 Rifle.

 “(The M16) was much light-
er compared to the M14 it re-
placed, ultimately allowing sol-
diers to carry more ammunition. 
The air-cooled, gas-operated, 
magazine-fed assault rifle was 
made of steel, aluminium alloy 
and composite plastics, truly 
cutting-edge for the time. De-
signed with full and semi-auto-
matic capabilities, the weapon 
initially did not respond well to 
wet and dirty conditions, some-
times even jamming in com-
bat. After a few minor modifi-
cations, the weapon gained in 
popularity among troops on the 
battlefield.”

Despite its early failures the 
M16 proved to be a revolution-
ary design and stands as the 
longest continuously serving ri-
fle in US military history. It has 
been adopted by many US al-
lies and the 5.56×45mm NATO 
cartridge has become not only 
the NATO standard, but “the 
standard assault-rifle cartridge 
in much of the world.” 

It also led to the development 
of small-calibre high-velocity 
service rifles by every major 
army in the world. It is a bench-
mark against which other as-
sault rifles are judged.
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M16s were produced by Colt 
until the late 1980s, when FN 
Herstal began to manufacture 
them.

United States Army Special 
Forces personnel filed battle-
field reports lavishly prais-
ing the AR-15 and the stop-
ping-power of the 5.56 mm 
cartridge, and pressed for its 
adoption.

The damage caused by the 
5.56 mm bullet was originally 
believed to be caused by “tum-
bling” due to the slow 1 turn in 
360 mm rifling twist rate. How-
ever, any pointed lead core bul-
let will “tumble” after penetra-
tion in flesh, because the centre 
of gravity is towards the rear of 
the bullet. 

The large wounds observed 
by soldiers in Vietnam were ac-
tually caused by bullet fragmen-
tation created by a combination 
of the bullet’s velocity and con-
struction. These wounds were 
so devastating, that the photo-
graphs remained classified into 
the 1980s.

In 1969, the M16A1 official-
ly replaced the M14 rifle to be-
come the U.S. military’s stand-
ard service rifle.

Reliability
During the early part of its ca-

reer, the M16 had a reputation 
for poor reliability and a mal-
function rate of two per 1000 
rounds fired.

The original M16 fared poor-
ly in the jungles of Vietnam 
and was infamous for reliabil-
ity problems in the harsh envi-
ronment. As a result, it became 
the target of a Congressional 
investigation. The investigation 
found that:
• The M16 was billed as 

self-cleaning (when no 
weapon is or ever has been).

• The M16 was issued to 
troops without cleaning kits 
or instruction on how to 
clean the rifle.

• The M16 and 5.56×45mm 
cartridge was tested and ap-
proved with the use of a Du-
Pont IMR8208M extruded 
powder, that was switched 
to Olin Mathieson WC846 
ball powder which produced 
much more fouling, that 
quickly jammed the action 
of the M16 (unless the gun 
was cleaned well and often).

• The M16 lacked a forward 
assist (rendering the ri-
fle inoperable when it 
jammed).

• The M16 lacked 
a chrome-plated 
chamber, which 
allowed corrosion problems 
and contributed to case ex-
traction failures (which was 
considered the most severe 
problem and required ex-
treme measures to clear, 
such as inserting the clean-
ing-rod down the barrel and 
knocking the spent cartridge 
out).

When these issues were ad-
dressed and corrected by the 
M16A1, the reliability prob-
lems decreased greatly.

According to a 1968 De-
partment of Army report, the 
M16A1 rifle achieved wide-
spread acceptance by U.S. 
troops in Vietnam.

“Most men armed with the 
M16 in Vietnam rated this ri-
fle’s performance high, howev-
er, many men entertained some 
misgivings about the M16’s 
reliability. When asked what 
weapon they preferred to carry 

in combat, 85 percent indicated 
that they wanted either the M16 
or its (smaller) submachine gun 
version, the XM177E2.” 

Also “the M14 was preferred 
by 15 percent, while less than 
one percent wished to carry ei-
ther the Stoner rifle, the AK-47, 
the carbine or a pistol.” 

In March 1970, the “Presi-
dent’s Blue Ribbon Defence 
Panel” concluded that the is-
suance of the M16 saved the 
lives of 20,000 U.S. servicemen 
during the Vietnam War, who 
would have otherwise died had 
the M14 remained in service. 
However, the M16 rifle’s repu-
tation continues to suffer.

Replacement
The M4 carbine is a short-

er and lighter variant of the 
M16A2 assault rifle. The M4 
is a 5.56×45mm NATO, air-
cooled, Stoner expanding gas 
system, gas-operated, maga-
zine-fed carbine. It has a 370 
mm barrel and a telescoping 
stock.

The M4 carbine is extensive-
ly used by the United States 
Armed Forces and is largely re-
placing the M16 rifle in United 
States Army and United States 
Marine Corps combat units as 
the primary infantry weapon 
and service rifle.

Both the Army and Marine 
Corps are looking for a new 
rifle. When the M16 is finally 
phased out, it will have been a 
weapon that was forged in bat-
tle.

M4 Carbine

Bush War Books has probably one of the finest
collections of military titles available. Especially

on the South African Border War.

“War does not determine who is right - only who is left”

Click here to visit their website.



58 59

Living up to their motto “Who dares wins”, the British 
Special Air Service launched a raid on Argentinian air-
craft based on Pebble Island’s airfield during the Falk-
lands War. The raid was reminiscent of their exploits 
during World War II.
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Pebble Island is one of the smaller Falkland 
Islands, lying north of West Falkland. The 
site was being used as a forward operating 

base for T-34 Mentor and Pucara aircraft by the 
Argentine Air Force.

For the 150 Argentine troops assigned to pro-
tect the airfield during the Falklands War, it 
seemed to be a relatively safe posting. Yet on 
the night of 14-15 May 1982 they were about 
to receive some unwelcome visitors that would 
change their opinion of it being a safe posting.

Background
The Falklands War, known in Spanish as Guer-

ra de las Malvinas, was a 10-week undeclared 
war between Argentina and the United Kingdom 
in 1982 over two British dependent territories in 
the South Atlantic: the Falkland Islands and its 
territorial dependency, the South Georgia and 
the South Sandwich Islands.

The conflict began on 2 April, when Argentina 
invaded and occupied the Falkland Islands, fol-
lowed by the invasion of South Georgia the next 
day, in an attempt to establish the sovereignty it 
had claimed over them. 

The Argentinians were convinced that the 
British would not send troops nearly 13,000 
kilometres to try and recaptured the territory. Yet 
on 5 April, the British government dispatched a 
naval task force to engage the Argentine Navy 
and Air Force before making an amphibious as-
sault on the islands. 

The conflict lasted 74 days and ended with the 
Argentine surrender on 14 June, returning the is-
lands to British control. In total, 649 Argentine 
military personnel, 255 British military person-
nel, and three Falkland Islanders died during the 
hostilities.

Immediately after the Argentinians had seized 
the Falkland Islands they established a small air-
base, Aeródromo Auxiliar Calderón, on Pebble 
Island, known by the Argentinians as isla Bor-
bón, using the local airstrip on which were based 

GROUNDED FOR GOOD: An Argentinian T-34 Mentor lies 
destroyed on the ground at Pebble Island airfield.

Argentine Air Force’s FMA IA 
58 Pucará and some Argentine 
Naval Aviation’s T-34 Mentor 
light ground attack aircraft. 

Reconnaissance by these air-
craft could have compromised 
the Royal Navy’s manoeuvres 
before its intended landing on 
East Falkland.

Special Air Service (SAS) el-
ements, then embarked on HMS 
Hermes, were tasked with elim-
inating the threat, with naval 
support from the Type 22 frigate 
HMS Broadsword as Hermes’ 
defensive escort and the County 
class destroyer HMS Glamorgan 
to provide naval gunfire support 
with its Mark 6 4.5 inch guns. 

The Naval Gunfire Support 
Forward Observer (NGSFO) 
who was responsible for co-or-
dinating the naval gunfire sup-
port was Captain Chris Brown 
RA of 148 Battery 29 Comman-
do Regiment Royal Artillery.

Planning
The initial plan was a for a 

squadron from D Squadron, 22 
Regiment, SAS to carry out an 
air insertion from HMS Hermes.

The raiding party would de-
ploy under the cover of darkness, 
destroy the deployed aircraft, ra-
dar site, ground crew, and force 
protection garrison and return to 
the deck of HMS Hermes before 
daybreak.

Reconnaissance for the raid 
was conducted by personnel 
from the Boat Troop of D Squad-
ron, conducting an infiltration 

by Klepper canoe.
The patrol found that strong 

headwinds would increase the 
time taken to fly in from Hermes 
launch point, delaying time on 
target and reducing the availa-
ble offensive window to thirty 
minutes, rather than the planned 
ninety. 

In light of this information the 
planning emphasised the impor-
tance of destroying the aircraft 
as a priority, with support per-
sonnel as a secondary priority.

The Raid
During the night of 14 May, 

two Westland Sea King HC4 
helicopters of 846 Naval Air 
Squadron, part of the Comman-
do Helicopter Force, departed 
with 45 members of D Squad-
ron on board. The delivery point 
was 6 km from the airstrip on 
Pebble Island. Mountain Troop 
was tasked with the destruction 
of the Argentine aircraft, while 
the remaining personnel acted 
as a protection force, securing 
approaches to the airstrip, and 
forming an operational reserve.

The raiding party unloaded 
over 100 L16 81mm Mortar 
bombs, explosive charges, and 
Rocket 66mm HEAT L1A1 

Light Anti-tank Weapons to 
carry into the engagement zone 
from the helicopters, with each 
man in the raiding party carry-
ing at least two mortar bombs. 
For small arms, M16 rifles 
were used, some with under-
slung M203 grenade launchers. 
Approach navigation was con-
ducted by a member of the Boat 
Troop who had carried out the 
reconnaissance.

As the raiding party ap-
proached the target they spotted 
an Argentine sentry but were not 
seen, allowing them to enter the 
target and lay charges on seven 
of the aircraft. 

Once all the aircraft had 
been prepared the raiding team 
opened fire on the aircraft with 
small arms and L1A1 rockets. 
All of the aircraft were dam-
aged, with some having their 
undercarriages shot away. 

Following this cue Glamorgan 
began shelling the Argentine 
positions on the airfield using 
high-explosive rounds, hitting 
the ammunition dump and fuel 
stores.

The defending force did not 
engage until the entire raiding 
party had re-grouped and were 
preparing to move out. One Brit-

ish soldier was wounded by an 
Argentine IED while the raiding 
party returned fire using small 
arms and M203 grenade launch-
ers, resulting in the death of the 
Argentine commanding officer 
and the suppression of any de-
fensive effort.

The Argentine version states 
that their marines remained in 
shelters during the shelling by 
Glamorgan, so they were una-
ble to face the SAS in combat. 
The British wounded was the 
result of shrapnel from explod-
ing charges settled by the Argen-
tines under the airstrip in order 
to deny its use to the enemy. The 
blasts were triggered in the be-
lief that the operation was a full-
scale assault to take over the air 
base.

The wounded man was hauled 
back to the recovery site with 
the raiding party reaching the 
aircraft by the required time for 
transportation back to Hermes 
before daybreak. The decision 
was made to proceed with ex-
filtration rather than returning to 
attack the defending force.

Assets destroyed during the 
raid totalled:
• Six FMA IA 58 Pucarás[n 1] 

(Air Force)
• Four Turbo Mentor trainer/

light attack aircraft (Navy)
• One Short SC.7 Skyvan util-

ity transport aircraft (Coast 
Guard)

• Destruction of the ammuni-
tion dump

• Destruction of the fuel dump
The raid was considered a 

complete success, reminiscent 
of the type of operation carried 
out by the SAS in the Second 
World War. 
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Publisher - Nival.
Genre - RTT
Score - 7.5/10
Price - R55 (on Steam)

Stand aside Montgomery, Patton, 
Rommel and Zhukov, here comes Admi-
ral-General Supreme Commander 
O’Brien to show you how a war shouldn’t 
be fought.

Gaming

Many games - such 
as Ghost Recon and 
ARMA 3 - have 

graphics that will make you 
think you were watching a 
movie rather than playing a 
game. Blitzkrieg is not one of 
those games.

It’s an old game, released 
16 years ago in 2003. So why 
should I be reviewing a game 
that is so old? And why should 
you be playing it? Well, that’s 
because it’s still a good game to 
play.

Blitzkrieg is a real-time tac-
tics video game based on the 
events of World War II and each 
country has its respective his-
torically correct military units. 

Graphics deliver 3-D ren-
dered isometric terrain and de-
tails include seasons, climatic 
zones and weather conditions 
which can affect game play. 

Blood is present although it 
can be deactivated. The game 
features over 350 different units 
and objects. 

The player has the ability 
to build pontoon bridges, dig 
trenches, lay mines, resupply 
and repair units or call in air 
support but there are no re-
sources. 

Virtually everything can be 
destroyed including buildings 
and bridges. Forests can be flat-
tened by tanks or artillery. 

Each unit of a respective na-

tion speaks its own language, 
adding immensely to the im-
mersion.

Blitzkrieg features three his-
torically accurate campaigns 
that take place in Europe and 
North Africa. There are sepa-
rate campaigns for the Allies, 
Germans and Russians.

Each campaign is divided up 
into a number of chapters. Each 
chapter will have a prime ob-
jective along with a number of 
side missions.

You can choose to ignore the 
side missions and go straight 
for the main objective.

Many RTS games require you 
to obtain resources and build 
structures that give you access 
to better troops and equipment. 
Many players then like to build 
up a large, powerful army and 
then go on the attack.

There are no resources in 
Blitzkrieg, nor is there any base 
building. What you get at the 
start of a chapter is what you’ll 
have to complete that chapter 
with. Lose a few key units and 
your chances of successfully 
completing the main objective 
are as likely as the Proteas win-
ning a World Cup.

In order to be successful 
you’re going to have to use 
sound tactics and strategy. 
Much of it will depend on what 
you have on hand. Here are 
some of the units that you may 

have access to.
Infantry will normally form 

the core of your force. An in-
fantry squad can be broken 
down into smaller squads. Of-
ten you will have access to spe-
cialist infantry such as sniper 
and scouts.

Armour includes tanks, ar-
moured cars and half-tracks. 
Each of these will have accu-
rate characteristics such as cal-
ibre of main gun, thickness of 
armour, the amount of fuel it 
can carry and the amount and 
type of ammunition. High ex-
plosive (HE) rounds are excel-
lent against troops, buildings 
and soft targets, but not that 
great against armour. For this 
you will need armour piercing 
(AP) rounds.

Artillery includes anti-tank 
guns, howitzers, anti-aircraft 
guns, mortars and large-calibre 
machine guns.

Self-propelled guns (SPG) 
are wheeled or tracked artillery 
and rocket launchers.

Transport includes cars, 
trucks and even motorcycles.

Aviation includes reconnais-
sance aircraft, bombers, fight-
ers, ground attack aircraft and 
transport aircraft.

A unique asset are trains. 
These consist of locomotives 
and artillery platforms. They 
can make use of railway lines 
to move to different locations, 

fire, and then move again.
As in real life, support units 

are vital to the game. Vehicles 
and troops will use up ammu-
nition and this has to be resup-
plied. Vehicles will also burn 
up fuel. 

Supply trucks are used to de-
liver ammunition and fuel from 
depots, tow artillery and trans-
port its crews, carry infantry 
and replace losses of fighting 
units.

Engineering trucks are used 
for delivering engineers and 
sappers, bringing in engineer-
ing equipment, mines and spare 
parts for combat units. They can 
also dig trenches, lay barbed 
wire, place anti-tank and an-
ti-personal mines and repair 
equipment and vehicles. They 
are also able to lay or repair 
bridges.

Medical vehicles are easily 
distinguishable by a red cross 
painted on their side.

Medics (not shown in the 
game) can heal wounded sol-
diers within their field of vision 
right on the battlefield.

Staff cars are used to carry 
around high-ranking officers. 

Presence of a staff car raises 
morale of all combat units who 
can see it.

Transport planes can land in 
some areas, bringing in sup-
plies. They also have the ability 
to drop paratroopers if they are 
available.

Achieving success in a cam-
paign chapter involves a lot 
more than just giving your 
troops the order to advance.

Terrain and line of sight is 
important. Do you know where 
the enemy is? What is the best 
route to get to them? What de-
fences have they prepared? Are 
they planning on launching a 
counter-attack

Your best bet is to carry out 
reconnaissance. If you have ac-
cess to reconnaissance aircraft, 
this is ideal. If not, use your 
scouts to carefully check out 
the lay of the land. Scouts are 
also excellent for spotting for 
artillery.

Once you know where the 
enemy is, use artillery to soften 
them up. Make sure your artil-
lery is protected by anti-aircraft 
guns.

Good tactics will bring suc-

cess, but you’ll pay the price for 
making bad decisions.

Blitzkrieg is a really good 
game and Blitzkrieg Anthology 
comes with two DLC - Roll-
ing Thunder and Burning Ho-
rizons. Each comes with new 
campaigns.

This is a game I would rec-
ommend.

https://youtu.be/WTC1mCAw4r8
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Lawrence of Arabia
Released: 1962

Running time: 180 minutes
Directed by: David Lean

Movie
  Review

Click on the poster to watch a 
trailer of the film.

At The Front

We Conquer from Above
R395

Vryval
 R275

Book Review

All books are available from Bush War Books

The Battle of Savate
R300

The late General Jannie 
Geldenhuys is widely re-
garded as one of the lead-

ing military commanders South 
Africa has ever produced. 

As Chief of the South Afri-
can Defence Force from 1985 to 
1990 he brought his experience 
to bear on the South African 
Border War, and was part of the 
negotiating team which brought 
an end to the conflict in 1989. 

In this completely revised and 
updated edition, Geldenhuys re-
flects on a life defined as much 
by a military career spanning 
more than four decades as it 
was by politics and indeed the 
need for peace on the African 
sub-continent.

At the Front covers the years 
before and during the protracted 

Border War. But rather than a 
blow-by-blow official history, it 
consists of Geldenhuys’ person-
al experiences and insights. 

These include facts unknown 
to civilians and even to some 
high-ranking military officials. 
In particular, Geldenhuys sheds 
light on the final years of the 
conflict and the negotiated set-
tlement. Geldenhuys also writes 
of his early years, as he evolved 
from a rugby-mad young subal-
tern officer to a deep-thinking, 
reflective man with ever-sharp-
ening insights into, war, peace, 
politics and, most of all, himself.

After joining 1 Special Ser-
vice Battalion, he went on to 
higher command, serving as 
commander of South West Af-
rica Command, General Officer 

Commanding the South West 
African Territorial Force, Chief 
of the Army, and Chief of the 
South African Defence Force

Paperback: 394 pages
Cost: R275

Directed by David Lean and re-
leased in December 1962, Law-
rence of Arabia would go on to 
be nominated for 10 Academy 
Awards and would win seven of 
them. These would include the 
Oscar for Best Picture, Best Di-
rector and Best Original Score.

The film is an epic historical 
drama film based on the book, 
Seven Pillars of Wisdom by T. 
E. Lawrence, better known as 
Lawrence of Arabia.

It depicts Lawrence’s experi-
ences in the Ottoman Empire’s 
provinces of Hejaz and Greater 
Syria during World War I, in par-
ticular his attacks on Aqaba and 
Damascus and his involvement 
in the Arab National Council. 

Its themes include Lawrence’s 
emotional struggles with the 
personal violence inherent in 
war, his own identity, and his 
divided allegiance between his 
native Britain and its army, and 
his new-found comrades within 
the Arabian desert tribes.

In 1935, T. E. Lawrence (Pe-
ter O’Toole) is killed in a motor-
cycle accident. At his memorial 
service at St Paul’s Cathedral, 
a reporter tries to gain insights 
into this remarkable, enigmatic 
man from those who knew him, 
with little success.

During the First World War, 
Lawrence is a misfit British 
Army lieutenant stationed in 
Cairo, notable for his insolence 
and knowledge. Over the objec-
tions of General Murray (Donald 

Wolfit), he is sent by Mr. Dryden 
(Claude Rains) of the Arab Bu-
reau to assess the prospects of 
Prince Faisal (Alec Guinness) in 
his revolt against the Turks.

On the journey, his Bedouin 
guide is killed by Sherif Ali 
(Omar Sharif) for drinking 
from a well without permission. 
Lawrence later meets Colonel 
Brighton (Anthony Quayle), 
who orders him to keep quiet, 
make his assessment of Fais-
al’s camp, and leave. Lawrence 
promptly ignores Brighton’s 
commands when he meets Fais-
al. His knowledge and outspo-
kenness pique the Prince’s inter-
est.

Brighton advises Faisal to re-
treat to Yenbo after a major de-
feat, but Lawrence proposes a 
daring surprise attack on Aqaba 
which, if successful, would pro-
vide a port from which the Brit-
ish could offload much-needed 
supplies. While strongly forti-
fied against a naval assault, the 
town is lightly defended on the 
landward side. He convinces 
Faisal to provide fifty men, led 
by a sceptical Sherif Ali. 

Lawrence launches a guerril-
la war, blowing up trains and 
harassing the Turks at every 
turn. American war correspond-
ent Jackson Bentley publicises 
Lawrence’s exploits, making 
him famous. A short time later in 
Jerusalem, General Allenby urg-
es him to support the “big push” 
on Damascus. Lawrence hesi-

tates to return but finally relents.
Lawrence recruits an army 

that is motivated more by mon-
ey than by the Arab cause. 

Lawrence’s men take Damas-
cus ahead of Allenby’s forces. 
The Arabs set up a council to ad-
minister the city, but the desert 
tribesmen prove ill-suited for 
such a task. Despite Lawrence’s 
efforts, they bicker constantly. 
Unable to maintain the public 
utilities, the Arabs soon abandon 
most of the city to the British.

Lawrence is promoted to colo-
nel and immediately ordered 
back to Britain, as his usefulness 
to both Faisal and the British is 
at an end. 

This movie is a classic and if 
you’ve never seen it, make an 
effort to do so.

https://www.warbooks.co.za/
https://youtu.be/zmr1iSG3RTA
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Some of the significant military events that happened in September. Highlighted in blue are the 
names of those members of the South African Defence Force (SADF) that lost their lives during the 
month of September.

This month in military history

This month in military history ...   sepTember This month in military history ...   sepTember

1 September
• 1862 - Following his bril-

liant victory at the Second 
Battle of Bull Run two days 
earlier, Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee strikes retreat-
ing Union forces at Chantil-
ly, Virginia, and drives them 
away in the middle of an 
intense thunderstorm. Casu-
alties and losses: US 1,300 
- CSA 800.

• 1870 - The Battle of Se-
dan was fought between 
the French and the Prussian 
forces in Sedan, France re-
sulting in German victory. 
The French Emperor, Napo-
leon III was captured in the 
battle resulting in the end of 
the Second French Empire.

• 1878 - British Major Gen-
eral John Frederick Charles 
Fuller was born on this day. 
He was an advocate of tank 
warfare and became one of 
the founders of modern ar-
moured warfare. He was 
also a strong Nazi sympa-
thiser.

• 1900 - During the Second 
Anglo-Boer War Two Aus-
tralians of the Tasmanian Im-
perial Bushmen, Lieutenant 
Wylly and Private Bisdee, 
display exceptional bravery 
during an ambush by Boers 
in assisting a wounded of-
ficer and allowing five oth-
er wounded to escape. They 
were later awarded the Vic-

toria Cross for extraordinary 
bravery.

• 1900 - Britain annexes the 
ZAR (Transvaal Republic).

• 1900 - During the Second 
Anglo-Boer War Comman-
dant Piet Fourie, joined by 
Nieuwoudt and Kritzinger, 
take Ladybrand, OFS, in a 
street by street fight, but fail 
to capture the British garri-
son, who retreats to a posi-
tion at the foot of Platberg.

• 1939 - Germany invades Po-
land, starting World War II.

• 1950 - Korean War: 13 North 
Korean divisions open as-
sault on UN lines.

• 1963 - The new Air Force 
Memorial on Bays Hill, 
south of Pretoria, is inaugu-
rated by State President C.R. 
Swart and attended by about 
8 000 people, including dig-
nitaries of other countries. 
The monument is a memori-
al to almost 3,000 members 
of the SAAF who died in ac-
tion through the years in war 
and peace.

• 1967 - Ilse Koch, Nazi war 
criminal (commonly known 
as “The Bitch of Buchen-
wald”) hangs herself in pris-
on at 60.

• 1969 - Colonel Muammar 
Gaddafi seizes power in 
Libya after a coup d’état, 
deposing King Idris and ex-
iling him to Egypt.

• 1979 - Lieutenant Chris 

Jansen from 1 Satellite Ra-
dar Station at Mariepskop 
was killed in a private motor 
vehicle accident at Pilgrims 
Rest. He was 22.

• 1981 - A bloodless coup un-
der General André Koling-
ba ousts President David 
Dacko of the Central Afri-
can Republic.

• 1981 - Albert Speer, German 
architect and Nazi leader 
(Reich Minister for Arma-
ments and War Production), 
dies of a stroke at 76 

• 1982 - The United States 
Air Force Space Command 
is founded.

• 1983 - Warrant Officer Class 
II Johannes Petrus Lode-
wickus van Bosch from 
the South African Engineer 
Corps, attached to Sector 20 
Headquarters was killed in 
a military vehicle accident 
between Rundu and Bagani 
when his military vehicle 
was involved in a head-on 
collision with another mili-
tary vehicle. He was 39.

• 1983 - Seaman A.R. Roux 
from the South African Ma-
rines was critically wounded 
after being accidentally shot 
by another Leading Seaman 
while his platoon was on pa-
trol in the Caprivi. He was 
casevaced by helicopter to 
Katima Mulilo but unfor-
tunately succumbed to his 
wounds while still aboard 

the helicopter and was certi-
fied dead on arrival. He was 
18.

• 1983 - Korean Air Lines 
Flight 007 was shot down by 
a Russian fighter jet while 
on route from New York to 
Seoul, killing all 269 per-
sons on board. The Boeing 
747 reportedly strayed 160 
kilometres off course over 
secret Soviet Russian mil-
itary installations on the 
Kamchatka Peninsula and 
Sakhalin Island. It crashed 
in the Sea of Japan.

• 1986 - Rifleman Simon 
Robert Hood from 32 Bat-
talion was killed when he 
accidentally fell off the back 
of a moving Buffel Troop 
Carrier near Rundu. He was 
24.

• 1988 - Lance Corporal 
Petrus Jacobus Herbst from 
Walvis Bay Command was 
killed in a Military Vehi-
cle Accident between Otji-
warongo & Okahandja. He 
was 20.

• 1995 - Chief warlord Charles 
Taylor and other key militia 
leaders are installed in a new 
ruling council in Liberia.

• 2003 - A new UN force with 
a wider mandate takes over 
from the French-led force in 
the eastern Democratic Re-
public of Congo.

2 September
• 31 B.C. - Roman legions 

under Augustus Caesar de-
feated Mark Anthony’s na-
val force at Actium.

• 1862 - Civil War: President 
Abraham Lincoln reluc-

tantly restores Union Gen-
eral George B. McClellan to 
full command after General 
John Pope’s disaster at the 
Second Battle of Bull Run, 
Virginia, on August 29 and 
30.

• 1864 - During the American 
Civil War, Atlanta was cap-
tured by Sherman’s Army. 
“Atlanta is ours, and fairly 
won,” General William T. 
Sherman telegraphed Presi-
dent Lincoln.

• 1870 - Napoleon III surren-
dered to the Prussians during 
the Battle of Sedan, result-
ing in the fall of the Second 
French Empire.

• 1878 - Werner Eduard Fritz 
von Blomberg was born on 
this day. He was a German 
Generalfeldmarschall, Min-
ister of War, and Command-
er-in-Chief of the German 
Armed Forces until January 
1938.

• 1898 - In the Anglo-Egyp-
tian War Lord [Sir Herbert] 
Kitchener’s force of 25,000 
decisively defeats the Der-
vishes at the Battle of Om-
durman, Sudan, taking 
Khartoum. 10,000 Sudanese 
fall in battle.

• 1898 - The machine gun is 
used for the first time in bat-
tle.

• 1939 - Nazi Germany cap-
tured the Free City of Dan-
zig, Poland.. A concentration 
camp was set up at Stutthof, 

where several prominent 
Danzing Jews were deport-
ed.

• 1944 - Future President 
George Herbert Walker 
Bush is serving as a torpe-
do bomber pilot in the Pa-
cific theater of World War 
II when his squadron is at-
tacked by Japanese anti-air-
craft guns. Bush was forced 
to bail out of the plane over 
the ocean. After floating on 
a raft for four hours, a sub-
marine crew fished a safe 
but exhausted Bush out of 
the water.

• 1945 - Japan officially signs 
the act of unconditional sur-
render to the Allied nations 
on board the American bat-
tleship Missouri in Tokyo 
Bay.

• 1958 - United States Air 
Force C–130A–II is shot 
down by fighters over Yere-
van, Armenia when it strays 
into Soviet airspace while 
conducting a SIGINT mis-
sion. All the crew were lost.

Albert Speer
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• 1962 - Soviet Russia agreed 

to send arms to Cuba, lead-
ing to the October Missile 
Crisis after the shipments 
were discovered by the U.S.

• 1964 - Alvin York, American 
World War I soldier who led 
a famed attack on a German 
machine gun nest (Medal of 
Honour), dies at 76.

• 1977 - Rifleman Matthys 
Christiaan Henn from 4 SAI 
was critically injured in a 
military vehicle accident 
between Middelburg and 
Greefswald on 31 August 
1977 and succumbed to his 
injuries in 1 Military Hospi-
tal on 02 September 1977. 
He was 18.

• 1978 - Rifleman Arau Chil-
emba from 5 Reconnais-
sance Regiment attached to 
D Squadron Rhodesian Spe-
cial Air Service, was killed 
instantly in Mocambique 
when he accidentally walked 
into the helicopter tail rotor 
after being inserted into the 
designated drop zone inside 
enemy territory. He was 24.

• 1982 - Two members from 
5 Maintenance Unit were 
grievously burned in an ac-
cidental petrol explosion 
at Ondangwa on 30 August 
1982. Both members were 
evacuated to the 1 Military 
Hospital Burn Unit where 
they succumbed to their 
injuries on 02 September 
1982. The casualties were: 
Private Gordon Gray Cross-
land (18). Private Hendrik 
Lambertus Groenewald 
(20).

• 1984 - Able Seaman Crisp-

in John Canner from SAS 
Unity died from a gunshot 
wound after being acciden-
tally shot by a fellow sailor 
while carrying out guard 
duty at the Slangkop Radio 
Station. He was 24.

• 1989 - Lance Corporal Hen-
drik Jacobus Bekker from 
the Eastern Transvaal Com-
mand Provost Unit, South 
African Corps of Military 
Police, was accidentally 
killed after being struck by a 
moving train while on leave 
in Nelspruit. He was 18.

• 1999 - Major Kenneth Ar-
thur Newman from 22 
Squadron was killed when 
his Alouette III Helicopter, 
Serial No. 616 suffered en-
gine failure and crashed in 
dense bush at Sea View, Port 
Elizabeth. He was 50.

• 2002 - The Sudanese gov-
ernment suspends peace 
talks with the country’s main 
rebel group, the Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Army, 
or SPLA, after rebels seize 
the strategic town of Torit.

• 1969 - The Nigerian Central 
Government forces began 
Operation OAU in order to 
seize the remaining Biafran 
cities. Though the Biafran 
forces were not very strong 
they managed to keep con-
trol over Umuahia and later 
recaptured Owerri and Aba 
cities.

• 1972 - U.S fighter-bombers 
attacked, Phuc Yen, one of 
the largest air bases in North 
Vietnam, and shot down a 
MiG aircraft. In all, 47 MiG 
aircraft were shot down 

since the North Vietnamese 
attack began.

3 September
• 1777 - The Flag of the Unit-

ed States is flown in battle 
for the first time. The Brit-
ish Army and their Hessian 
allies defeated an Ameri-
can militia at the Battle of 
Cooch’s Bridge.

• 1783 - The American Revo-
lution  ends with the signing 
of the Treaty of Paris by the 
United States and the King-
dom of Great Britain. Amer-
ica is officially free from 
Britain.

• 1800 - Two rebels of the 
Graaff-Reinet Rebellion 
five years previously, Mar-
thinus Prinsloo and Adriaan 
van Jaarsveld, are sentenced 
to death and sixteen rebels 
receive life-long penalties. 
They had rebelled against 
the Company and had pro-
claimed the territory a free 
republic.

• 1916 - The Allies turn back 
the Germans in WW I’s Bat-
tle of Verdun.

• 1939 - Great Britain and 
France declared war on Nazi 
Germany after its invasion 
of Poland two days earlier.

• 1939 - The United Kingdom 
and France begin a naval 
blockade of Germany that 
lasts until the end of the war. 
This also marks the begin-
ning of the Battle of the At-
lantic.

• 1941 - First use of Zyclon–
B gas in Auschwitz (on Rus-
sian prisoners of war).

• 1942 - In possibly the first 

Jewish ghetto uprising, 
residents of the Łachwa 
Ghetto in occupied Poland, 
informed of the upcoming 
“liquidation” of the ghet-
to, unsuccessfully fought 
against their Nazi captors.

• 1943 - Italy signed an ar-
mistice with the Allies dur-
ing World War II in Europe 
as the British Eighth Army, 
commanded by General 
Bernard Montgomery, in-
vaded the Italian mainland 
from Sicily.

• 1950 - A US Military As-
sistance Advisory Group 
arrived in Saigon to look 
into the French request for 
American military aid and 
assistance in the training 
of the South Vietnamese 
troops.

• 1974 - Joint routine exer-
cises are held between the 
British Royal Navy and the 
South African Navy, under 
the Simonstown Agreement, 
and again from 14 October 
1974.

• 1978 - Four Crew Members 
and 44 Passengers from Air 
Rhodesia Viscount “Hun-
yani” Flight RH825 were 
killed when the aircraft was 
shot down by ZIPRA insur-
gents using a Soviet SAM-
7 Grail shoulder-launched 
Surface-to-Air Missile ap-
proximately five minutes af-
ter take-off from Kariba Air-
port. Almost immediately a 
distress signal was received 
to the effect that the aircraft 
engines had failed. The air-
craft crashed near the north-
ern border with Zambia in 

the Urungwe Tribal Trust 
Land, 40km South-East 
of Kariba Dam. Eighteen 
people survived the initial 
crash but 10 survivors were 
executed by the ZIPRA Ter-
rorists who returned to the 
accident scene to loot the 
aircraft contents. The re-
maining eight passengers 
managed to escape. The four 
crew members were posthu-
mously awarded the Rho-
desian Meritorious Conduct 
Medal (MCM) for brave and 
gallant conduct.

• 1980 - General Constand 
Viljoen is appointed as 
Chief of the South Afri-
can Defence Force (SADF) 
and Lieutenant-General Jan 
Geldenhuys as Chief of the 
Army, with effect from 7 
October 1980.

• 1981 - Rifleman Cornelius 
Jacobus Vermaak from Spe-
cial Forces Headquarters 
died in the Edenvale Hospi-
tal from injuries sustained in 
a Military Vehicle Accident 
in Edenvale. He was 19.

• 1985 - Two members from 6 
SAI were killed when their 
Buffel Troop Carrier over-
turned in Grahamstown. The 
casualties were: Rifleman 
Orlando De Portugal Gon-
calves (19). Rifleman Shaun 
Patrick Atkins (21).

• 1986 - South Africa’s gov-
ernment re-imposes order 
prohibiting journalists from 

reporting actions of security 
forces.

• 1987 - One member from 
42 Squadron and one mem-
ber from 4 Field Regiment 
were Killed in Action when 
a 42 Squadron Atlas AM3-C 
Bosbok, Serial No 934 was 
shot down by a Soviet SA-8 
Gecko Surface-to-Air Mis-
sile South of Lomba river 
in Southern Angola during 
Ops Modular. The casualties 
were: Lieutenant Richard 
William Glynn (21). Com-
mandant Johann Christiaan 
Du Randt (32).

• 2001 - Sierra Leone’s presi-
dent Ahmed Tejan Kabbah 
shakes hands with his rebel 
counterpart General Issa Se-
say, and declares the West 
African nation’s war over.

4 September
• 1862 - Union General Lee 

invades North with 50,000 
Confederate troops.

• 1886 - The last major U.S.-
Indian war came to an end 
as Geronimo was captured. 
He died of natural causes in 
1909 at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.

• 1900 - Danie Theron, an 

Constand Viljoen
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Afrikaner patriot believing 
in the just and divine right 
of the Boer to stand against 
British interference, died 
during the Second Anglo-
Boer War in an inferno of 
lyddite and shrapnel.

• 1916 - British forces take 
Dar-es-Salaam in Tangan-
yika.

• 1918 - United States troops 
land at Archangel, in north-
ern Russia and stay 10 
months. The landing was 
part of an Allied interven-
tion in the civil war raging in 
that country after revolution  
in 1917 led to the abdication 
of Czar Nicholas II in favour 
of a provisional govern-
ment; the seizure of power 
by Vladimir Lenin and his 
radical socialist Bolshevik 
Party; and, finally, Russia’s 
withdrawal from participa-
tion alongside the Allies in 
World War I.

• 1939 - The House of Assem-
bly defeats Prime Minister 
Hertzog’s motion of neutrali-
ty and adopts Smuts’ amend-
ment in favour of joining the 
war.  Hertzog resigns pre-
miership the next day and he 
and his followers side with 
Dr Malan’s National Party. 
Smuts becomes premier and 
retains the name United Par-
ty for his followers.

• 1940 - The American de-
stroyer Greer becomes the 
first U.S. vessel fired on in 
the war when a German sub 
aims a few torpedoes at it, 
sparking heightened ten-
sions between Germany and 
the United States. It was a 

case of mistaken identity. 
Roosevelt unofficially de-
clared war on anyone who 
further attacked American 
vessels in the North Atlan-
tic: “If German or Italian 
vessels of war enter these 
waters, they do so at their 
own peril.”

• 1944 - Two days after the 
start of the Allied mission 
to liberate Belgium, the 
British forces liberated An-
twerp from the Germans. 
In February 1945, Belgium 
was entirely freed from Ger-
man occupation, after five 
months of joint operation by 
the USA, Canada, Britain 
and Poland.

• 1945 - The Wake Island 
Japanese garrison’s 2,200 
Japanese soldiers finally lay 
down their arms and surren-
der to a detachment of U.S. 
Marines days after their 
government had already for-
mally capitulated. Wake Is-
land was one of the islands 
bombed as part of a wider 
bombing raid that coincided 
with the attack on Pearl Har-
bor and they had held since 
23 December of 1941.

• 1967 - The U.S. 1st Marine 
Division launches Operation 
SWIFT, a search and destroy 
operation in Quang Nam 
and Quang Tin Provinces in 
I Corps Tactical Zone (the 
region south of the Demili-
tarized Zone). A fierce four-
day battle ensued in the Que 
Son Valley, 25 miles south of 
Da Nang. During the course 
of the battle, 114 men of the 
U.S. 5th Marine Regiment 

were killed while the North 
Vietnamese forces suffered 
376 casualties.

• 1969 - Radio Hanoi an-
nounces the death of Ho Chi 
Minh, proclaiming that the 
National Liberation Front 
will halt military operations 
in the South for three days, 
September 8-11, in mourn-
ing for Ho. He had been the 
spiritual leader of the com-
munists in Vietnam since the 
earliest days of the struggle 
against the French and, later, 
the United States and its ally 
in Saigon.

• 1975 - Representatives of 
Egypt and Israel sign interim 
peace agreement in Geneva.

• 1980 - Rifleman A.F. Chipa 
from 32 Battalion acciden-
tally drowned near Buffalo. 
He was 27.

• 1980 - Private Frederick 
Jacobus Janse van Vuuren 
from the Air Force School 
of Technical Training was 
killed in a Private Motor Ve-
hicle Accident, at Nelspoort. 
He was 21.

• 1981 - Four members from 
1 Special Service Battal-
ion were killed when their 
Eland armoured car over-
turned during a training ex-
ercise at Ottosdal. The casu-
alties were: 2nd Lieutenant 
Derek Charl De Villiers 
(20). Trooper Mark Rodney 
Harty (20). Trooper Willem 
Frederick Raubenheim-
er (19). Trooper Johannes 
Martin Schoeman (18).

• 1982 - Private Johannes Al-
bertus O’Neill from 5 Main-
tenance Unit was grievously 

burned at Ondangwa on 30 
August 1982 when he lit 
a cigarette while standing 
near petrol drums and the 
petrol fumes ignited causing 
an explosion. He succumbed 
to his injuries in 1 Military 
Hospital on 04 September 
1982. He was 18.

• 1984 - Private Auguste 
Jansen from the Natal Com-
mand Workshop, Technical 
Service Corps was admitted 
to Addington Hospital on 
01 September 1984 suffer-
ing from severe head inju-
ries after being assaulted by 
persons unknown. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries on 04 
September 1984. He was 19.

• 1990 - Rifleman Anton Ma-
lan from Infantry School 
was accidentally killed 
when a 40mm multiple gre-
nade launcher barrel explod-
ed during a firing training 
exercise at Oudtshoorn. He 
was 22.

5 September
• 1781 - In the Battle of the 

Chesapeake the British Navy 
is repelled by the French 
Navy, leading to the British 
surrender at Yorktown.

• 1876 - German field marshal 
and World War II war crimi-
nal Wilhelm Ritter von Leeb 
was born on this day. Units 
under Leeb’s command 
committed atrocities against 
the civilian population and 
closely cooperated with the 
SS Einsatzgruppen, the mo-
bile killing squads primar-
ily tasked with the murder 
of the Jewish population as 

part of the Holocaust. He 
was found guilty and sen-
tenced to three years.

• 1877 - Crazy Horse, the last 
great Sioux war chief, dies 
on this day at the age of 37.

• 1901 - During the Second 
Anglo-Boer War Lieuten-
ant Hannam and members 
of the Bushveld Carbineers, 
fighting on British side, fire 
on wagons with women and 
children who offer no resis-
tance, killing two children 
and wounding a girl.

• 1914 - The Battle of the 
Marne. Thirty miles north-
east of Paris, the French 6th 
Army under General Mi-
chel-Joseph Maunoury be-
gins attacking the right flank 
of German forces advancing 
on the French capital. By the 
next day, the counterattack 
was total. More than two 
million soldiers fought in 
the Battle of the Marne, and 
100,000 of them were killed 
or wounded.

• 1939 - President Franklin 
Roosevelt declares US neu-
trality at start of WW II in 
Europe.

• 1965 - Air Mechanic Henry 
Cecil Oosthuizen from the 
Air Force Gymnasium was 
killed in a private motor ve-
hicle accident in Krugers-
dorp. He was 19.

• 1969 - In Vietnam Lt. Wil-
liam Calley is charged with 
six specifications of premed-
itated murder in the death of 

109 Vietnamese civilians at 
My Lai in March 1968. 

• 1970 - Operation Jefferson 
Glen was launched on Sep-
tember 5th 1970 in the Hue 
Province to protect the criti-
cal installations. The United 
States 101st Airborne Divi-
sion and the South Vietnam-
ese 1st Infantry Division 
combined forces in what 
was to become the last ma-
jor operation in which the 
U.S ground forces partici-
pated. It was also meant to 
strengthen the combat ca-
pability of the South Viet-
namese army so they could 
enable them to fight the 
Viet Cong in the North. 
This parachute regiment left 
South Vietnam from March 
1972.

• 1972 - Eleven members of 
the Israeli Olympic Team 
were killed during an attack 
on the Olympic Village in 
Munich by members of the 
Black September faction 
of the Palestinian Libera-
tion Army. Israeli jets then 

Ho Chi Minh
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bombed Palestinian posi-
tions in Lebanon and Syria 
in retaliation on September 
8, 1972.

• 1978 - Rifleman Michael 
Horn Du Plessis from 2 SAI 
was grievously burned and 
suffered smoke inhalation 
while assisting to extinguish 
a veld fire in Windhoek. He 
succumbed to his injuries 
later in the day. He was 19.

• 1980 - Lance Corporal Er-
nesto Sophia from 32 Battal-
ion was accidentally killed 
by friendly fire in Southern 
Angola during Operation 
Vastrap. He was 31.

• 1982 - Private Robert Peter 
van Spronsen from 5 Main-
tenance Unit was Grievous-
ly burned at Ondangwa on 
30 August 1982 when a cig-
arette was lit while standing 
near petrol drums and the 
petrol fumes ignited, caus-
ing an explosion. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries in 1 
Military Hospital on 05 Sep-
tember 1982. He was 19.

• 1982 - Douglas Bader, the 
World War II RAF fighter 
pilot, dies on this day at the 
age of 72. Bader lost both 
his legs in an accident be-
fore the war, but he recov-
ered, retook flight training, 
passed his check flights and 
then requested reactivation 
as a pilot.

• 1983 - Sergeant Ernestus 
Jacobus van Staden from 8 
SAI was critically injured in 
a private motor vehicle acci-
dent near Bloemfontein. He 
succumbed to his injuries in 
the Universitas Hospital in 

Bloemfontein shortly after 
admission. He was 24.

• 1983 - The trial of Com-
modore Dieter Gerhardt on 
charges of spying for the 
Soviet Union began in the 
Cape Town High Court. 
Gerhardt was arrested in 
1982, sentenced in 1983 to 
life imprisonment for pass-
ing military secrets.

• 1986 - Sapper Gary Edward 
Schentke from 1 Construc-
tion Regiment was acci-
dentally killed when a road 
grader drove over him dur-
ing construction work at the 
new 102 Battalion Base at 
Homba in the Kaokoveld. 
He was 19.

• 1993 - Seven Nigerian UN 
peacekeepers are killed in 
an ambush by Somalis in 
Mogadishu.

6 September
• 1228 - The Holy Roman 

Emperor, Frederick II land-
ed in Acre, Palestine to mark 
the beginning of the Sixth 
Crusade. Frederick II was a 
successor to the Roman rul-
ers of the antiquity and was 
crowned emperor by Pope 
Honorius II in 1220.

• 1776 - during the American 
Revolutionary War, Ezra 
Lee, an American colonial 
soldier, commanding the 
‘Turtle’ submarine attempt-
ed to time bomb to the hull 
of British Admiral Richard 
Howe’s flagship ‘Eagle’ in 
New York Harbor. It was the 
first use of a submarine in 
warfare.

• 1861 - Forces under Union 

General Ulysses S. Grant 
bloodlessly capture Pa-
ducah, Kentucky, which 
gives the Union control of 
the mouth of the Tennessee 
River.

• 1900 - During the Second 
Anglo-Boer war the British, 
under General French, oc-
cupy Carolina. On the same 
day forces under General 
Buller occupy Lydenburg.

• 1932 - The Battle of Bo-
queron started between the 
Bolivian and the Paraguyan 
armies. The battle was a ma-
jor encounter in the Chaco 
War. The Bolivians had 
taken over the Boqueron 
outpost in 1932. The battle 
raged on for more than three 
weeks and finally resulted in 
the Bolivians surrendering.

• 1939 - South Africa declares 
war on Germany.

• 1944 - Soviet forces captured 
the city of Tartu manned by 
69,000 German troops on 
their way to re-establishing 
their rule in Estonia.

• 1949 - Allied military au-
thorities relinquish control 
of former Nazi Germany as-
sets back to German control.

• 1965 - The US Marines and 
South Vietnamese forces 
launched Operation Piranha, 
as part of a major event dur-
ing the course of the Viet-
nam War on the Batangan 
Peninsula. The operation in-
cluded a raid on the Vietnam 
Army 1st regiment, by the 
Allied forces which resulted 
in several Vietnamese casu-
alties.

• 1975 - Rifleman Leon Jo-

hannes de Wit Scheepers 
from 2 SAI was part of a 
group of patrols that were 
clearing all the islands 
down-river from Calueque 
Dam. During this process, 
he accidentally fell into the 
Cunene River and drowned 
before he could be rescued. 
He was 18.

• 1976 - Soviet air force pilot 
Lt. Viktor Belenko lands a 
MiG-25 jet fighter at Hako-
date in Japan and requests 
political asylum in the Unit-
ed States.

• 1977 - Corporal Thomas 
John Lewis Jones from 1 
Kavango Battalion SWATF 
was killed when the Bedford 
truck in which he was trav-
elling on the Rundu / Bagani 
Road, left the road and col-
lided with a tree some 60 km 
west of Ondangwa. He was 
21.

• 1977 - Commandant Jo-
hannes Petrus Human from 
Sector 70 Headquarters 
SWATF was killed in a pri-
vate motor vehicle accident. 
He was 49.

• 1978 - 2nd Lieutenant An-
dre Leon Opperman from 
32 Battalion was Killed in 
Action in Southern Angola. 
He was 19.

• 1979 - During an external 
operation in Mocambique, 
code-named Ops Uric, a 
SAAF Puma helicopter car-
rying 3 SAAF Crew Mem-
bers and 14 South African 
Nationals, all members serv-
ing in the Rhodesian Armed 
Forces, was shot down near 
Mapai in Mocambique. The 

SAAF casualties were: Cap-
tain Paul Denzil Velleman 
(25). Lieutenant Nigel Da-
vid Osborne (22). Sergeant 
Dirk Wilhelmus Marthinus 
Retief (29).

• 1980 - Rifleman Alfred Gor-
don Smith from the Kimber-
ley Regiment was killed in a 
military vehicle accident at 
Sishen. He was 58.

• 1985 - Private Pierre Botha 
from 61 Base Workshops 
died in an accidental shoot-
ing incident at the Base. He 
was 20.

• 1986 - Lance Corporal Fred-
erick Johannes Klaasen from 
Air Force Base Waterkloof 
was killed in a private mo-
tor vehicle accident in Paul 
Kruger Street, Pretoria. He 
was 20.

• 1987 - Lance Corporal Mel-
vin Ashley Beneke from 1 
Parachute Battalion Path-
finders was Killed in Action 
during a contact with enemy 
forces at the Lomba River in 
Southern Angola during Ops 
Modular. He was 19.

• 1988 - Sergeant N. Kiban-
guka from 32 Battalion was 
killed in a military vehicle 
accident. He was 35.

• 1993 - Seven Nigerian Unit-
ed Nations peacekeepers are 
killed in an ambush by So-
malis in Mogadishu.

• 1996 - Army troops drive 
Hutu rebels from their hill-
side positions outside Bu-

rundi’s capital after three 
days of fighting.

7 September
• 1939 - The German Consul-

ate in Cape Town packs up 
after South Africa’s official 
declaration of war on Ger-
many the previous day.

• 1940 - The German Luft-
waffe began its Blitz bomb-
ing campaign against Lon-
don during World War II.

• 1942 - Australian and Amer-
ican forces inflict a signifi-
cant defeat upon the Japa-
nese at the Battle of Milne 
Bay.

• 1977 - Rifleman J.M. Maqui-
nda from 32 Battalion died 
from a gunshot wound, acci-
dentally self-inflicted while 
on operations in Southern 
Angola. He was 30.

• 1978 - Major Lukas Gerhar-
dus Grundling from 1 Para-
chute Battalion accidentally 
drowned at Wepener during 
a parachute jump with full 
kit. He was 29.

• 1986 - Private Shaun Antho-
ny Sprowson from 16 Main-
tenance Unit was killed 

Douglas Bader
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when his SAMAC Horse 
and Trailer overturned on 
the Rundu to Bagani Road. 
He was 20.

• 1987 - An intricate prisoner 
exchange takes place in Ma-
puto, involving 133 Ango-
lan soldiers, anti-apartheid 
activists, Klaas de Jonge, a 
Dutch anthropologist, Pierre 
Andre Albertini, a French 
university lecturer and Ma-
jor Wynand du Toit, a South 
African officer captured in 
Angola two years before 
that. 

• 1988 - Constable Herma-
nus Cornelius Johannes Du 
Plessis from the South West 
Africa Police Counter-In-
surgency Wing: Ops-K Di-
vision (Koevoet) was Killed 
in Action during a contact 
with SWAPO/PLAN insur-
gents in Northern Owambo-
land. He was 27.

• 1992 - Rifleman Johannes 
Lodewyk Bouwer Lourens 
from 4 SAI was killed in a 
Military Vehicle Accident at 
White River. He was 18.

• 1994 - The U.S. Army closed 
its headquarters in Berlin, 
ending the American mili-
tary presence in the once-
divided city after nearly half 
a century.

8 September
• 1886 - Siegfried Sassoon 

was born on this day. Dec-
orated for bravery on the 
Western Front, he became 
one of the leading poets of 
the First World War.

• 1900 - General Buller, with 
12,000 men and forty-eight 

guns, attack General Botha’s 
position at Paardeplaats, 
near Lydenburg and Botha, 
with his force of 2,000 men, 
evacuates his position.

• 1914 - General Louis Botha 
announces the South Afri-
can government’s decision 
to carry the war into German 
South West Africa.

• 1941 - The German Army 
began its blockade of Len-
ingrad, lasting until January 
1944, resulting in the deaths 
of almost one million Rus-
sian civilians.

• 1943 - The United States 
Army Air Forces (USAAF) 
carried out a bombing raid 
against the Italian town of 
Frascati. The raids targeted 
the German General Head-
quarters for the Mediterra-
nean zone (O.B.S.) and the 
Italian headquarters near the 
town.

• 1943 - General Dwight 
Eisenhower publicly de-
clared the surrender of Italy 
to Allies in the year 1943. 
The Italian government 
agreed to suspend all con-
flicts with the Allies.

•	 1944 - London was attacked 
with a V2 (‘Vergeltung-
swaffen’, or ‘retaliatory 
weapon’) rocket for the first 
time on this day in 1944. 
The attack created a crater 
of 10 m, took three lives and 
injured 22 people.

• 1945 - United States troops 
arrive to partition the south-
ern part of Korea in response 
to Soviet troops occupying 
the northern part of the pen-
insula a month earlier.

• 1951 - Jürgen Stroop, SS 
General during World War 
II and commander of Nazi 
forces during the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising, execut-
ed by hanging for crimes 
against humanity at age 56.

• 1967 - It is officially dis-
closed that South African 
police are in Rhodesia ac-
tively helping in the fight 
against Nationalist guerril-
las. This follows an attempt 
by several hundred guerrillas 
to invade South and South 
West Africa, from Zambia, 
at the urging of the Libera-
tion Committee of the OAU 
in Kampala in July 1967.

• 1975 - USAF Tech Sergeant 
Leonard Matlovich, a deco-
rated veteran of the Viet-
nam War, appears in his Air 
Force uniform on the cover 
of Time magazine with the 
headline “I Am a Homo-
sexual”. He is later given a 
general discharge.

• 1977 - Candidate Officer 
Leon Loubser Jones from 4 
Squadron was killed when 
his AT-6 Harvard flew into 
rising ground while he was 
carrying out a low level 
flight near Pretoria. He was 
20.

9 September
• 1943 - The invasion of 

Salerno began during World 
War II in Europe as Allied 
forces under General Mark 
Clark made amphibious 
landings along the western 
coast of Italy near Naples. 
Initial gains by the Allies 
met strong resistance from 

German forces.
• 1948 - Following the with-

drawal of Soviet forces from 
North Korea, the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of 
Korea was proclaimed with 
Pyongyang as its capital.

• 1971 - 2nd Lieutenant Peter 
Schalk van der Merwe from 
4 SAI was killed in a mili-
tary vehicle accident. He 
was 19.

• 1976 - Rifleman Christiaan 
Hendrik Pauley from the 1st 
Battalion Botha Regiment 
died from a gunshot wound 
accidentally sustained in a 
shooting incident. He was 
17.

• 1976 - Longtime leader of 
Communist China, Chair-
man Mao Zedong, died. As 
a Chinese revolutionary sol-
dier and statesman, he had 
proclaimed the People’s Re-
public of China in 1949 in 
Beijing.

• 1984 - Major Erasmus Jo-
hannes Louw from 8 SAI 
was killed instantly when a 
fellow Officer accidentally 
shot him in the back of the 
head with a 1 000ft rocket 
parachute flare during a 
training exercise at Riem-
vasmaak outside Upington. 
He was 29.

• 1990 - Rifleman Derio Ar-
endse from the 2nd Bat-
talion South African Cape 
Corps was critically injured 
in a military vehicle acci-
dent on 07 September 1990 
and succumbed to his inju-
ries in hospital on 09 Sep-
tember 1990. He was 26.

10 September
• 1802 - Frans Bresler, land-

dros of Graaff-Reinet, con-
fers with Lieutenant-Gover-
nor Francis Dundas in Algoa 
Bay on the withdrawal of 
British troops from the east-
ern frontier of SA.

• 1813 - At the Battle of Lake 
Erie U.S. Naval Captain Ol-
iver Hazard Perry defeats a 
British flotilla.

• 1900 - Representatives of 
the ZAR and the Free State 
governments meet in Nel-
spruit and decide to allow 
President Kruger to go to 
Europe (initially for a peri-
od of six months), to prevent 
the possibility of his falling 
into British hands and to 
plead the Republican cause 
in Europe.

• 1901 - The youngest Boer 
commandant, 19 year old 
Commandant Piet van der 
Merwe and twenty-three 
burgers are killed in action 
at Driefontein, Cape Colo-
ny, when attacked by about 
700 troops under Colonel 
Crabbe. Only three burghers 
escape.

• 1914 - The SA parlia-
ment decides with 91 votes 
against twelve to enter into 
WW1.

• 1919 - Following the defeat 
of Germany in World War I, 
the victorious Allies signed 
the Treaty of Saint-Germain 
ceding parts of pre-war Ger-

man-Austria to Italy and 
Czechoslovakia. Austria 
was also forbidden to unite 
with Germany.

• 1943 - Hitler’s troops occu-
pied Rome and took over the 
protection of Vatican City.

• 1967 - Speaking at a special 
news conference the Rho-
desian Prime Minister, Ian 
Smith, welcomes the partic-
ipation of the South African 
Police in Rhodesian anti-ter-
rorist operations.

• 1974 - The South African 
Minister of Defence states 
that South Africa will pro-
vide bases and communica-
tion facilities to the maritime 
forces of Western nations in-
terested in the defence of the 
Cape route.

• 1979 - Rifleman Albertus 
Gottlieb from 101 Battal-
ion SWATF was killed in a 
military vehicle accident in 
Northern Owamboland. He 
was 19.

• 1985 - Major Johan Petrus 
Uys from the Bothaville 
Commando was killed in a 
military vehicle accident at 
the intersection of the Bo-

Ian Smith
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thaville and Wesselsbron 
Road. He was 51.

• 1987 - Special Sergeant 
Simeon Shikulo from the 
South West Africa Police 
Counter-Insurgency Wing: 
Ops-K (Koevoet) was Killed 
in Action during a contact 
with SWAPO/PLAN insur-
gents in Northern Owambo-
land. He was 28.

• 2004 - Mercenary leader Si-
mon Mann is sentenced to 
seven years in jail by a Zim-
babwean court on weapons 
charges. This was for plan-
ning a coup d’état in Equa-
torial Guinea.

• 
11 September
• 1813 - British troops arrive 

in Mount Vernon and pre-
pare to march to and invade 
Washington D.C.

• 1814 - The climax of the 
Battle of Plattsburgh, a ma-
jor United States victory in 
the war which ended Brit-
ain’s final invasion of the 
northern states.

• 1840 - British bombard Bei-
rut to force Mehmet Ali, pa-
sha of Egypt, to submit.

• 1900 - Martial law is de-
clared in the Transvaal.

• 1919 - U.S. Marines invade 
Honduras.

• 1941 -  Franklin D. Roos-
evelt orders any Axis ship 
found in American waters 
be shot on sight.

• 1944 - The first Allied troops 
of the U.S. Army cross the 
western border of Germany.

• 1956 - Billy Bishop VC, CB, 
DSO & Bar, MC, DFC, ED, 
Canadian World War I flying 

ace, dies aged 62.
• 1965 - The 1st Cavalry Di-

vision of the United States 
Army arrives in Vietnam.

• 1974 - Warrant Officer Class 
II Olaf Volmer Jensen from 
2 SAI Died of Wounds at the 
hospital at Walvis Bay after 
sustaining multiple shrap-
nel wounds in an accidental 
hand grenade explosion. He 
was 44.

• 1977 - Rifleman Rodriques 
Pedro from 32 Battalion 
was accidentally killed in 
an anti-personnel landmine 
explosion while assisting to 
lay a minefield during an op-
eration in Southern Angola. 
He was 32.

• 1977 - Corporal Albertus Pe-
trus van Zyl from the Tyger-
berg Commando was Killed 
in Action when his Buffel 
Troop Carrier detonated a 
landmine near Oshigambo. 
He was 31.

• 1983 - 2nd Lieutenant Deon 
De Villiers from 3 Medical 
Battalion Group was killed 
in a military vehicle acci-
dent in Bloemfontein. He 
was 26.

• 2001 - Thousands are killed 
after terrorists crashed hi-
jacked airliners into the 
World Trade Centre in New 
York and the Pentagon in 
Washington. The effect was 
felt world wide, also in SA, 
where i.e. flights to the USA 
were suspended, security 
measures at airports tight-
ened, and the economy af-
fected adversely.

12 September
• 1861 - The First Battle of 

Lexington was fought dur-
ing the American Civil War 
between the Union Army 
and the pro-Confederate 
Missouri State Guard. The 
battle was fought from Sep-
tember 12 to September 20, 
1861 and is also known as 
the Seige of Lexington. The 
pro-Confederate Missouri 
State Guard emerged victo-
rious in the battle.

• 1918 - American Expedi-
tionary Forces under the 
command of General Per-
shing launched the U. S’s 
major offensive in Europe 
as an independent army. The 
attack occurred at the Saint-
Mihiel salient in France. 
This was a strategic loca-
tion that was occupied by 
the Germans who blocked 
rail traffic between Paris and 
eastern sections of the front. 
The American offensive 
forced the German army de-
cided to abandon the salient.

• 1931 - Andries J. Bester 
(81), Boer commandant dur-
ing Second Anglo-Boer War, 
dies in Paul Roux, OFS.

• 1940 - Italian forces begin 
an offensive into Egypt from 
Libya.

• 1942 - RMS Laconia, a Brit-
ish troopship, was carrying 
civilians, Polish soldiers and 
Italian POWs to Britain via 
West African coast when 
a German U-boat U-156 
torpedoed the ship. Oper-
ating partly under the dic-
tates of the old prize rules, 
the U-boat commander 

immediately commenced 
rescue operations, broad-
casting their humanitarian 
intent to all Allied forces in 
the area.,and was joined by 
all U-boats in the vicinity. 
American bombers deliber-
ately bombed U-156 and the 
rescue mission proved disas-
trous to both the survivors 
and the Germans. This event 
forced the German navy to 
forbid such acts of kindness 
to get an upper edge in the 
war.

• 1943 - Former Italian Dic-
tator Benito Mussolini was 
rescued by German para-
troopers on orders from Ad-
olf Hitler. Mussolini was 
being held prisoner by Ital-
ian authorities following the 
collapse of his Fascist re-
gime.

• 1944 - U.S. Army troops 
enter Germany for the first 
time.

• 1960 - The Central Afri-
can Republics, Ghana and 
Guinea threaten to withdraw 
their troops from a security 
force unless the United Na-
tions gives up its control of 
Leopoldville radio and the 
Congo’s airports.

• 1966 - Minister of Defence 
P.W. Botha announces in 
Cape Town that the posts of 
Secretary for Defence and 
Commandant-General of 
the Defence Force are to be 
combined under one head.

• 1968 - Warrant Officer Class 
I Pieter Francois Pienaar for 
the South African Corps of 
Signals was killed when his 
military vehicle overturned 

11 miles from Colesburg on 
the Naauwpoort Road.. He 
was 37.

• 1969 - Rifleman Cornelius 
Gregorius Labuschagne 
from 4 SAI was accidentally 
killed after he suffocated as 
a result of gas at the Klerks-
dorp Provincial Hospital. 
He was 18.

• 1971 - Rifleman Trevor 
Cowie from 6 SAI was 
killed in a private vehicle 
accident while returning 
to the unit after a weekend 
pass. The accident occurred 
at Howsens Poort, South of 
Grahamstown. He was 18.

• 1974 - Military officers de-
pose Emperor Haile Selassie 
from the Ethiopian throne he 
had occupied for more than 
fifty years.

• 1978 - Candidate Officer 
Lancelot Emberger from 
Central Flying School, 
Dunnottar was killed when 
his AT-6 Harvard failed to 
recover from a spin and 
crashed near Delmas. He 
was 22.

• 1979 - Rifleman Johannes 
Conga HC from “C” Com-
pany, 31 Battalion (201 Bat-
talion) was Killed in Action 
during a contact with enemy 
forces in Zambia. During 
this action, he deliberately 
drew enemy fire upon him-
self in order to save the life 
of his Officer, Lieutenant 
Coetzee. Rifleman Conga 
was posthumously awarded 
the Honoris Crux Decora-

tion for his unselfish act of 
self-sacrifice. He was 25.

• 1980 - Corporal Jose Fran-
cisco from 32 Battalion was 
critically wounded by can-
non fire from an Alouette 
Gunship during a contact 
with a numerically superior 
enemy force in Southern 
Angola. He was evacuated 
to Grootfontein Hospital 
where he unfortunately suc-
cumbed to his wounds later 
in the day. He was 29.

• 1980 - Lieutenant Vincent 
Peter Lautenslager from 
8 Squadron was Reported 
Missing on 12 Septem-
ber 1980 when his Atlas 
MB326K Impala Mk II flew 
into the ground near Xan-
gongo while providing close 
air support to Army Ground 
Forces in Southern Angola. 
The subsequent Board of 
Enquiry found no evidence 
of hostile enemy action. He 
has no known grave. He was 
23.

• 1980 - The Turkish army un-
der the leadership of Gener-
al Evren carried out a coup. 
Before the coup, the coun-
try was in a chaos and was 
without an elected presi-
dent. The coup was gener-

Benito Mussolini
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ally welcomed by the public 
because it brought order to 
the nation.

• 1982 - Sergeant William 
Paul Courtnay from 4 Re-
connaissance Regiment 
died as a result of injuries 
sustained in a private mo-
torcycle accident in Central 
Durban. He was 24.

• 1982 - Corporal Christiaan 
Benjamin Ehlers from the 
Air Force Gymnasium was 
killed in a private motorcy-
cle accident. He was 22.

• 1983 - Rifleman Michael 
Anthony Costello from 7 
SAI was accidentally killed 
during a fire and movement 
exercise. He was 20.

• 1983 - Rifleman Johannes 
August van der Westhui-
zen from the South African 
Cape Corps was killed after 
being struck by a bullet from 
an accidental discharge of a 
fellow soldiers rifle while at 
Bagani. He was 19.

• 1984 - Rifleman Pieter Tal-
jaard from 1 Parachute Bat-
talion was killed when his 
Buffel Troop Carrier over-
turned. He was 19.

• 1985 - Major Johannes An-
dries van der Vyver from 32 
Battalion was decapitated 
by aircraft propeller and 
died instantly. He was 31.

• 1985 - Private Ricky Grant 
Whitaker from 5 Mainte-
nance Unit died after being 
accidentally blasted in the 
face with a fire extinguisher 
at Ondangwa. He was 18.

• 1987 - Rifleman Fanie de 
Bruin from the South Afri-
can Cape Corps was killed 

when his Buffel vehicle 
overturned during a contact 
and subsequent hot pursuit 
operation against SWAPO/
PLAN insurgents in North-
ern Owamboland. He was 
21.

• 1987 - Lance Corporal Ste-
phen Lesley Roman from 
the South African Cape 
Corps was killed in a motor 
vehicle accident in Mam-
elodi, North of Pretoria. He 
was 21.

• 1990 - Lieutenant Edward 
Diggle from 42 Squadron 
was killed when his Aer-
macchi AM-3C Bosbok 
crashed at Potchefstroom. 
He was 20.

• 1990 - A treaty was signed 
by East and West Germany 
and the Allies of World War 
II allowing for the restora-
tion of sovereignty to a re-
unified Germany.

13 September
• 1759 - James Wolfe, British 

Army officer who defeated 
the French in Canada and 
captured Quebec, dies in 
battle at the age of 32.

• 1847 - During the Ameri-
can–Mexican War, U.S. 
forces under General Win-
field Scott capture Mexico 
City effectively ending the 
war.

• 1851 - American Army phy-
sician Walter Reed (1851-
1902) was born in Glouces-
ter County, Virginia. Best 
known for his Yellow Fever 
research, he served as an 
army surgeon for more than 
20 years. The U.S. Army’s 

general hospital in Wash-
ington, D.C., is named in his 
honour.

• 1860 - Army General John 
J. Pershing (1860-1948) was 
born in Laclede, Missouri. 
He commanded the Ameri-
can Expeditionary Force 
(AEF) during World War I 
and oversaw the Meuse-Ar-
gonne operation that helped 
bring about the Armistice of 
November 11, 1918.

• 1862 - Union soldiers find 
a copy of Robert E. Lee’s 
battle plans in a field outside 
Frederick, Maryland. It is 
the prelude to the Battle of 
Antietam.

• 1882 - During the Egyptian 
Rebellion, British forces un-
der Wolseley rout the Egyp-
tians at Tel-el-Kebir and 
proceed to occupy Egypt 
and the Sudan.

• 1889 - Lieutenant-Colonel 
R.G. Kekewich arrives in 
Kimberley to assess the 
military situation and to ad-
vise the new General Officer 
Commanding British Troops 
in South Africa, Lieutenant-
General F.W.E.F. Forestier-
Walker, on the defence of 
the town.

• 1900 - During the Second 
Anglo-Boer War Lord Rob-
erts issues a proclamation 
calling on the Republican 
forces still in the field to sur-
render.

• 1914 - General Jan C.G. 
Kemp resigns as officer in 
the SA army because of the 
war policy of the Botha gov-
ernment and joins the Rebel-
lion force.

• 1940 - Italy invades Egypt.
• 1946 - Amon Göth, Aus-

trian SS commandant of 
the Płaszów concentration 
camp, is executed by hang-
ing at the age of 37.

• 1951 - During the Korean 
War the 32 day Battle of 
Heart Break Ridge begins.

• 1964 - Egypt and Saudi Ara-
bia announce agreement of 
peaceful settlement of two-
year-old Yemeni civil war.

• 1970 - Six members from 5 
SAI and one member from 
3 SAI were killed while be-
ing transported in a Gladi-
ator Troop Carrier back to 
Ladysmith Army Camp. 
The casualties were: Rifle-
man Hilton Dudley Coker 
(19). Rifleman John Grinyer 
(20). Rifleman Peter Alfons 
Ernst Leonhardt (19). Rifle-
man Kevin Eric Mack (18). 
Rifleman Richard Neville 
Marriott (17). Rifleman 
Gregory George Olyott (18). 
Rifleman Mark Felice Val-
lero (18).

• 1976 - Rifleman Chris-
tiaan Frederik Ehlers from 
11 Commando Regiment 
was Killed in Action dur-
ing a contact with SWAPO/
PLAN insurgents approxi-
mately 9km from Eenhana. 
He was 19.

• 1977 - Lance Corporal Paul 
Onre Dossena from the 
Natal Mounted Rifles was 
Killed in Action when his 
Bosvark vehicle detonated 
a boosted a Yugoslavian 
TMA-3 Cheese Mine while 
travelling to Nkongo. He 
was 19.

• 1985 - Chief Petty Offi-
cer Colin George Clement 
from Naval Base Simon-
stown collapsed after appar-
ently suffering a heart attack 
while he was at the Cater-
ing School. He died later in 
2 Military Hospital. He was 
42.

• 1985 - Rifleman M.H. 
Mutirua from 102 Battal-
ion SWATF accidentally 
drowned during a river 
crossing while his patrol 
was carrying out a follow-
up Operation against SWA-
PO/PLAN insurgents. He 
was 22.

• 1987 - Six members of 32 
Battalion were Killed in Ac-
tion in a single incident dur-
ing Ops Modular in South-
ern Angola. The Casualties 
were: Captain Alfred Des-
mond McCallum (28). 2nd 
Lieutenant José Raimundo 
Alves (20). Lance Corporal 
Matthys Michael De Klerk 
(20). Trooper Marthinus Jo-
hannes Kuyler (20). Lance 
Corporal Joao Rodrigues 
Mananza (33). Lance Cor-
poral Waite Tchipango (31).

• 1988 - Gunner Andre Mei-
ring from 4 Artillery Regi-
ment was killed in a military 
vehicle accident at the Army 
Battle School at Lohatla. He 
was 19.

• 1990 - Private Warren Ralph 
Beech from 1 Military Town 
Management Fire Depart-

ment was accidentally killed 
when he fell from a fire tow-
er at Voortrekkerhoogte dur-
ing fire practice drills when 
his harness safety shackle 
failed. He was 19.

• 1991 - Rifleman Amos van 
Wyk from the South African 
Cape Corps died in Grey’s 
Hospital after being critical-
ly injured when the Samil 20 
vehicle he was driving over-
turned near Richmond. He 
was 17.

14 September
• 1795 - British troops march 

from Simonstown and Gen-
eral J.H. Craig enters Cape 
Town. Sluysken formally 
surrenders on 16 September.

• 1812 - Napoleon and his 
troops first entered Moscow 
as the retreating Russians 
set the city on fire. Napo-
leon found it was impossible 
to stay through the winter in 
the ruined city. He then be-
gan a retreat from Moscow 
which became one of the 

John J. Pershing
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great disasters of military 
history. Fewer than 20,000 
of the original 500,000 men 
with him survived the Rus-
sian campaign.

• 1852 - Arthur Wellesley, 
Duke of Wellington and 
British Prime Minister 
(1828-30) dies at 83.

• 1886 - Erich Hoepner, World 
War II German general and 
early proponent of mecha-
nisation and armoured war-
fare, was born on this day.

• 1901 - Andrey Andreyevich 
Vlasov, World War II Rus-
sian Red Army general, was 
born on this day.

• 1914 - The first ships with 
South African soldiers on 
board leave for the ports of 
German South West Africa 
to invade the territory.

• 1942 - A plan designed to 
fight Italian forces, Opera-
tion ‘Agreement’ is execut-
ed in Libya.

• 1980 - Rifleman Robert Ed-
ward Buchholtz from 4 SAI 
was killed in a private mo-
tor vehicle accident in East 
London while on a weekend 
pass. He was 20.

• 1985 - Sergeant Peter Hen-
ry Anthony from 8 SAI 
was killed when his Buffel 
Troop Carrier overturned 
near Etale Base. He was 25.

• 1985 - T/Leading Marine 
Simon Games Auld from 1 
Marine Brigade was killed 
in a private motor vehicle 
accident in Port Elizabeth. 
He was 19.

• 1988 - Sapper Andre’ 
Stephan Lategan from 5 
Military Works Unit was 

accidentally killed on the 
Dwaalboom Road near Tha-
bazimbi while loading a 
road grader. He went under 
the trailer to insert the retain-
ing pin but the pin snapped 
causing both the trailer and 
grader to fall on him, killing 
him instantly. He was 21.

• 1992 - Seaman Goodman 
Mthunzi Maphumulo from 
Naval Station SAS Jalsena 
accidentally drowned during 
a military training exercise 
at the Midmar Dam while he 
was undergoing Basic Mili-
tary Training. He was 22.

• 1993 - Lance Corporal Piet-
er Joachim Smith died from 
a gunshot wound accidental-
ly sustained while at Broed-
erstroom. He was 22.

• 2002 - The Lord’s Resis-
tance Army (LRA), a Chris-
tian fundamentalist rebel 
group trying to overthrow 
the Ugandan government 
since 1987, stages a series of 
attacks in which four people 
are killed and forty-one ab-
ducted.

• 2003 - President Kumba 
Yalla of Guinea-Bissau is 
toppled in a military coup.

• 2004 - The South African 
Air Force’s newest addition, 
the Gripen fighter jet, takes 
its first flight around Cape 
Town, causing an ear-pierc-
ing sonic boom.

15 September
• 1776 - British forces under 

General William Howe cap-
tured New York during the 
American Revolution.

• 1882 - British forces occupy 

Cairo.
• 1901 - Fifteen members of 

the notorious special Brit-
ish unit called the Bushveld 
Carbineers send a petition to 
Colonel Hall of the Royal 
Artillery, requesting a full 
and impartial inquiry into 
the alleged atrocities perpe-
trated by members of their 
unit.

• 1914 - Boer leader General 
Koos de la Rey, en route to 
Potchefstroom with general 
Beyers, is shot dead when 
his chauffeur-driven car fails 
to stop at a roadblock near 
Langlaagte, Johannesburg. 
(The roadblock had been 
erected to forestall William 
Foster of the Foster Gang, 
who shot dead a policeman 
during the day.)

• 1916 - Tanks were first used 
in combat, during the Allied 
offensive at the Battle of the 
Somme, in World War I.

• 1940 - The height of the 
Battle of Britain occurred 
as massive German air raids 
took place against London, 
Southampton, Bristol, Car-
diff, Liverpool and Man-
chester. The British claimed 
185 German planes were 
shot down.

• 1942 - U.S. Navy aircraft 
carrier USS Wasp is torpe-
doed at Guadalcanal.

• 1950 - UN forces land at In-
chon in South Korea during 
the Korean War.

• 1962 - The Soviet ship Pol-
tava heads toward Cuba, one 
of the events that sets into 
motion the Cuban Missile 
Crisis.

• 1967 - Egyptian commander 
in Six-Day War with Israel, 
Field Marshal Abdel Hakim 
Amer, commits suicide.

• 1978 - France returns the 
deposit paid by South Africa 
for two corvettes and two 
submarines.

• 1982 - Warrant Officer Class 
II Pieter Ryno Johannes 
Swart from the Maritime 
Operations Centre died after 
suffering a fatal heart attack 
during a fitness walk. He 
was 52.

• 1984 - Rifleman Otto Bis-
marck Harms was acciden-
tally killed at the Germiston 
railway station when he was 
struck by a moving train. He 
was 19.

• 1985 - Corporal Bruce An-
drew Fidler HC (Posthu-
mous) was an Ops Medic 
from 7 Medical Battalion 
Group operating with Spe-
cial Forces that were pro-
viding operational support 
to Paratroopers and other 
SADF and UNITA Forces 
in Southern Angola dur-
ing Operation Magneto. He 
was Reported Missing on 14 
September 1985 when two 
vehicles were ambushed by 
approximately 40 enemy 
troops. Most of the UNITA 
soldiers were killed and the 
two Artillery Officers and 
Medical Orderly (Bruce) 
who were in the second ve-
hicle were wounded. The 
two Officers successfully 
evaded but Bruce was cap-
tured. He was brutally tor-
tured and interrogated by 
the enemy before being ex-

ecuted but he never once 
revealed the Order of Battle 
for an upcoming operation 
in support of UNITA, or the 
SADF Artillery positions or 
the location of the SAMS 
Surgical Team thereby en-
abling them to successfully 
evade capture and reach 
South African lines. His re-
mains were repatriated back 
to South Africa in June 1992 
and cremated on 15 Sep-
tember 1992. He was post-
humously awarded the Ho-
noris Crux for bravery and 
selfless devotion above and 
beyond the call of duty in 
the face of brutal torture. He 
was 21.

• 1988 - Lance Corporal Brian 
Collin Deyes from Air Force 
Headquarters was killed in-
stantly when his private 
motor vehicle was involved 
in an accident in Potgieter 
Street and overturned. He 
was 20.

• 1997 - An Egyptian military 
court convicts seventy-two 
Islamic militants of subver-
sion and sentences four of 
them to death.

16 September
• 1776 - The Battle of Harlem 

Heights is fought during the 
American Revolutionary 
War.

• 1891 -  German admiral and 
politician Karl Dönitz was 
born on this day.

• 1910 - SS Colonel Erich 
Kempka, who served as Ad-
olf Hitler’s primary chauf-
feur from 1934 to April 
1945, was born on this day.

• 1914 - The Siege of Przemyśl 
(present-day Poland) begins 
during World War I.

• 1940 - Italian troops con-
quer Sidi Barrani.

• 1943 - The German Tenth 
Army reports that it can no 
longer contain the Allied 
bridgehead around Salerno.

• 1945 - The surrender of the 
Japanese troops in Hong 
Kong is accepted by Roy-
al Navy Admiral Sir Cecil 
Harcourt.

• 1955 - The military coup to 
unseat President Juan Perón 
of Argentina is launched at 
midnight.

• 1955 - A Soviet Navy Zulu-
class submarine becomes 
the first to launch a ballistic 
missile.

• 1970 - King Hussein of Jor-
dan declares military rule 
following the hijacking of 
four civilian airliners by the 
Popular Front for the Lib-

Juan Peron
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eration of Palestine (PFLP). 
This results in the formation 
of the Black September Pal-
estinian paramilitary unit.

• 1975 - The first prototype 
of the Mikoyan MiG-31 in-
terceptor makes its maiden 
flight.

• 1978 - Rifleman Gregory 
James Engledoe from the 
South African Cape Corps 
was killed when his Buffel 
Troop Carrier overturned in 
Northern Owamboland. He 
was 18.

• 1982 - Rifleman Gabriel Jo-
hannes Schwartz from In-
fantry School was killed in 
a military vehicle accident at 
Otjiwarongo. He was 21.

• 1982 - Beginning of a two 
day massacre in Palestinian 
refugee camps in West Bei-
rut as Christian militiamen 
(the Phalangists) entered 
Sabra and Shatila and began 
shooting hundreds of Pal-
estinians, including elderly 
men, women and children.

• 1983 - Three members from 
102 Battalion SWATF were 
Killed in Action during a 
contact with a large group 
of SWAPO/PLAN insur-
gents near the Cut-line. The 
casualties were: Rifleman K 
Kavari (19). Rifleman J Tin-
da. (18). Rifleman K Kavari 
(18).

• 1985 - Lance Corporal 
Glen Stuart Ruthven from 
3 Medical Battalion Group 
was killed when his Buffel 
Troop Carrier overturned at 
Maitland. He was 28.

• 1985 - Gunner Alec Ridgard 
from 10 Artillery Brigade 

was critically injured in a 
private motorcycle accident 
on 14 June 1985 at We-
stonaria. He was admitted to 
the H.F. Verwoerd Hospital 
in Pretoria where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries on 16 
September 1985. He was 19.

• 1987 - Rifleman Pieter An-
dreas Visagie from 61 Mech-
anised Battalion Group was 
Killed in Action during a 
contact with enemy forces 
in Southern Angola. He was 
23.

• 1988 - Rifleman Sean Co-
chrane Ellis from 61 Mech-
anised Battalion Group was 
killed in a Military Vehicle 
Accident between Ogongo 
and Okalongo. He was 21.

• 1991 - Two members from 
the SADF Dog Training 
Centre died from the ef-
fects of smoke inhalation 
at Bourkes Luck while as-
sisting to extinguish a rag-
ing veld fire. The casualties 
were: Lance Corporal Adri-
an Marcel Juskiewicz (18). 
Lance Corporal Michael 
Swanepoel (19).

• 1999 - Lieutenant Sibusiso 
Madubela of the South Afri-
can National Defence Force 
(SANDF) went on a murder 
rampage at 1 South Afri-
can Infantry Battalion. He 
opened fire with an R4 Au-
tomatic Assault Rifle, kill-
ing seven serving SANDF 
members including one fe-
male civilian worker in the 
employ of the SANDF and 
wounding another twelve 
were wounded, one critical-
ly. His murder spree came to 

an abrupt end when he was 
intercepted and shot dead.

• 2007 - Mercenaries working 
for Blackwater Worldwide 
shoot and kill 17 Iraqis in 
Nisour Square, Baghdad.

• 2014 - The Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant launches 
its Kobani offensive against 
Syrian–Kurdish forces.

17 September
• 1862 - The bloodiest day 

in U.S. military history oc-
curred as General Robert 
E. Lee and the Confeder-
ate armies were stopped at 
Antietam in Maryland by 
General George B. McClel-
lan and numerically supe-
rior Union forces. By night-
fall 26,000 men were dead, 
wounded, or missing.

• 1894 - Battle of the Yalu Riv-
er, the largest naval engage-
ment of the First Sino-Japa-
nese War.

• 1901 - Commandant-Gener-
al Louis Botha and General 
Cheere Emmett join forces 
to invade Natal.

• 1901 - A Boer column de-
feats a British force at the 
Battle of Blood River Poort.

• 1901 - Boers capture a squad-
ron of the 17th Lancers at the 
Battle of Elands River.

• 1916 - Manfred von Rich-
thofen (“The Red Baron”), 
a flying ace of the German 
Luftstreitkräfte, wins his first 
aerial combat near Cambrai, 
France.

• 1939 - Soviet Russians in-
vaded Eastern Poland, meet-
ing little resistance and 
taking over 200,000 Poles 

prisoner. This was done in 
accordance with the Nazi-
Soviet Pact in which the 
Nazis and Soviets had pre-
determined how they would 
divide up Poland.

• 1939 - German submarine 
U-29 sinks the British air-
craft carrier HMS Coura-
geous.

• 1940 - Following Nazi Ger-
many’s defeat in the Battle 
of Britain, Hitler postpones 
Operation Sea Lion indefi-
nitely.

• 1941 - Soviet forces enter 
Tehran marking the end of 
the Anglo-Soviet invasion 
of Iran.

• 1944 - Allied Airborne 
troops parachute into the 
Netherlands as the “Market” 
half of Operation Market 
Garden.

• 1944 - German forces are 
attacked by the Allies in the 
Battle of San Marino.

• 1962 - Warrant Officer Class 
1 Johannes Jacobus Squier 
Heunis from 91 Ammuni-
tion Depot collapsed and 
died after suffering a fatal 
heart attack while in Preto-
ria. He was 45.

• 1963 - Adolph Gysbert 
(Sailor) Malan, SA fighter 
pilot during WWII and lat-
er national president of the 
Torch Commando, dies in 
Kimberley.

• 1965 - The Battle of Chawin-
da is fought between Paki-
stan and India.

• 1980 - Rifleman Adriaan 
Christoffel Ackerman from 
7 SAI was accidentally shot 
dead by a fellow member 

while stationed at Nkongo 
Base. He was 20.

• 1981 - Rifleman Gerhardus 
Johan Myburgh from 1 SAI 
died from a gunshot wound 
accidentally sustained while 
at Omuthiya. He was 19.

• 1981 - Trooper Diederick 
Arnoldus Steyn from 2 Spe-
cial Service Battalion was 
critically injured in a mili-
tary vehicle accident on 7 
September 1981 and suc-
cumbed to his injuries on 1 
Military Hospital on 17 Sep-
tember 1981. He was 19.

• 1982 - Corporal Luther 
Johannes Botha from the 
Northern Transvaal Provost 
Unit was killed in private 
motor cycle accident in Hill-
brow, Johannesburg. He was 
23.

• 1984 - Corporal C Paulo 
from 32 Battalion was ac-
cidentally smothered and 
suffocated during a training 
exercise. He was 28.

• 1987 - Sergeant Rudolf 
Morris from the South Afri-
can Cape Corps died from a 
stab wound received during 
an altercation with a fellow 
soldier while at the Touws-
river Training Area. He was 
29.

• 1991 - Rifleman Louis Jo-
hann Swart from the Dog 
Training Centre died from 
the effects of smoke inhala-
tion while assisting to extin-

guish a veld fire at Bourkes 
Luck. He was 19.

18 September
• 1759 - During the Seven 

Years’ War, the British cap-
ture Quebec City.

• 1898 - War is barely averted 
when a British expedition 
to establish a route through 
Africa reaches an obscure 
Sudanese fort and finds the 
French already there.

• 1900 - During the Second 
Anglo-Boer War Brigadier-
General Stephenson occu-
pies Nelspruit without op-
position and Lord Roberts 
transfers his headquarters 
there.

• 1914 - A body of Active Cit-
izen Force (A.C.F.) troops 
of the Union of SA, nearly 1 
800 strong, lands at Lüderitz 
Bay (Angra Pequena) in 
South West Africa and ad-
vance some distance into the 
desert.

• 1931 - The Mukden Incident 
gives Japan a pretext to in-

Sailor Malan
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vade and occupy Manchu-
ria.

• 1939 - Lord Haw-Haw (Wil-
liam Joyce) begins transmit-
ting pro-Nazi/anti-Allied 
propaganda.

• 1940 - The British liner SS 
City of Benares is sunk by 
German submarine U-48; 
those killed include 77 child 
refugees.

• 1943 - The Jews of Minsk 
are massacred at Sobibór.

• 1943 - Adolf Hitler orders 
the deportation of Danish 
Jews.

• 1944 - The British subma-
rine HMS Tradewind tor-
pedoes the Japanese ship  
Jun’yō Maru, 5,600 killed.

• 1945 - General Douglas Ma-
cArthur moves his command 
headquarters to Tokyo.

• 1947 - The U.S. Air Force 
was established as a sepa-
rate military service.

• 1948 - Operation Polo is 
terminated after the Indian 
Army accepts the surrender 
of the army of Osman Ali 
Khan, Asaf Jah VII, Nizam 
of Hyderabad.

• 1961 - Dag Hammarskjold, 
United Nations (UN) Secre-
tary General, dies when his 
plane crashes under mys-
terious circumstances near 
Ndola in Northern Rhodesia 
(now Zambia).

• 1964 - North Vietnamese 
Army begins infiltration of 
South Vietnam.

• 1969 - Rifleman Collin Ar-
thur Williams from 4 SAI 
died from lung complica-
tions after participating in 
an unauthorised gas exercise 

held at the training grounds 
in Doornkop. He was 18.

• 1970 - Private Abraham Ja-
cobus Goosen from 1 Air 
Depot was accidentally 
killed in a crane accident at 
Voortrekkerhoogte. He was 
17.

• 1971 - Egypt and Israel ex-
change rocket fire across 
Suez Canal.

• 1973 - Rifleman Terence 
Arthur Langley from 3 SAI 
died from a gunshot wound, 
accidentally self-inflicted 
while he was stationed at 
Rundu. He was 18.

• 1979 - Corporal Andries Pe-
trus Hanneman from North-
ern Transvaal Command 
was killed in a Military Ve-
hicle Accident at Potgiet-
ersrus. He was 19.

• 1981 - Rifleman Petrus Jaco-
bus van Staden from 1 Para-
chute Battalion was killed in 
a private motor cycle acci-
dent on the Bloemfontein to 
Winburg Road. He was 18.

• 1981 - Corporal Johannes 
Jacobus van Staden from the 
Transvaal Scottish died in a 
private motor vehicle acci-
dent. He was 23.

• 1986 - Airman Hendrik 
Frensch van Zyl from the Air 
Force Base Hoedspruit Fire 
Section was found murdered 
by persons unknown at Lin-
bro Park, Johannesburg near 
the Alexandra Township 
with a knife wound to the 
neck. He was 20.

• 1988 - 2nd Lieutenant Petrus 
Gerhardus Lourens Koen 
from 61 Mechanised Battal-
ion Group was critically in-

jured on 16 September 1988 
when his Ratel overturned 
while traveling between 
Ogongo and Okalongo in 
Northern Owamboland. He 
was evacuated to 1 Military 
Hospital in Pretoria where 
he succumbed to his injuries 
on 18 September 1988. He 
was 19.

• 1997 - Muslim extremists 
fire on a bus outside a muse-
um in Cairo, killing ten peo-
ple, mostly German tourists.

• 1998 - End of pro-democ-
racy uprisings in Myanmar 
after a bloody military coup 
by the State Law and Order 
Restoration Council. Thou-
sands, mostly monks and ci-
vilians (primarily students), 
are killed by the Tatmadaw.

• 1991 - Yugoslavia begins 
a naval blockade of seven 
Adriatic port cities.

• 1997 - Anti-Personnel Mine 
Ban Convention is adopted.

• 2015 - Two security per-
sonnel, 17 worshippers in a 
mosque, and 13 militants are 
killed following a Tehrik-i-
Taliban Pakistan attack on a 
Pakistan Air Force base on 
the outskirts of Peshawar.

• 2016 - Seventeen Indian 
Army security personnel 
killed in the Indian Admin-
istrated Kashmir by anti-
government militants.

19 September
• 1676 - Jamestown is burned 

to the ground by the forces 
of Nathaniel Bacon during 
Bacon’s Rebellion.

• 1863 - The first day of the 
Battle of Chickamauga, in 

northwestern Georgia, the 
bloodiest two-day battle of 
the conflict, and the only 
significant Confederate vic-
tory in the war’s Western 
Theater.

• 1870 - Having invaded the 
Papal States a week earlier, 
the Italian Army lays siege 
to Rome, entering the city 
the next day, after which the 
Pope described himself as a 
Prisoner in the Vatican.

• 1916 - During the East Afri-
can Campaign of World War 
I, colonial armed forces of 
the Belgian Congo (Force 
Publique) under the com-
mand of General Charles 
Tombeur captured the town 
of Tabora after heavy fight-
ing.

• 1918 - Two infantry battal-
ions of Cape Corps capture 
Square Hill in Palestine.

• 1939 - The Battle of Kępa 
Oksywska concludes, with 
Polish losses reaching 
roughly 14% of all the forc-
es engaged.

• 1944 - Armistice between 
Finland and Soviet Union is 
signed, marking the end of 
the Continuation War.

• 1957 - First American un-
derground nuclear bomb test 
(part of Operation Plumb-
bob).

• 1978 - Rifleman John James 
Hearn Cloete from the Rand 
Light Infantry was acciden-
tally killed in a mortar bomb 
explosion at the Swartland 
Training Area near Rundu. 
He was 23.

• 1983 - Special Constable U. 
Ndiaombe from the South 

West Africa Police Counter-
Insurgency Wing: Ops-K 
(Koevoet) was Killed in Ac-
tion during a contact with 
SWAPO/PLAN insurgents 
in Northern Owamboland. 
He was 31.

• 1984 - Rifleman David 
Schalk van der Merwe from 
1 SAI died from a gunshot 
wound sustained as a result 
of an accidental discharge of 
a fellow soldiers rifle while 
at the De Brug Training 
Area. He was 18.

• 1994 - U.S. troops invaded 
Haiti, with the stated goal of 
restoring democracy.

• 2003 - UN Security Council 
agrees to send 15,000 peace-
keeping troops to Liberia.

• 2006 - The Thai military 
stages a coup in Bangkok. 
The Constitution is revoked 
and martial law is declared.

20 September
• 1834 - The troopship Char-

lotte is wrecked in Algoa 
Bay and ninety-seven peo-
ple drown.

• 1857 - The Indian Rebellion 
of 1857 ends with the recap-
ture of Delhi by troops loyal 
to the East India Company.

• 1915 - A new battalion con-
sisting of Cape Coloured 
men, called the Cape Corps, 
is established with the view 
of being dispatched to East 
Africa in 1916.

• 1941 - The Holocaust in 
Lithuania: Four hundred 
three Jews (128 men, 176 
women and 99 children) 
were murdered by Einsatz-
kommando 3 and the local 
police in Nemenčinė.

• 1942 - The Holocaust in 
Ukraine: In the course of two 
days a German einsatzgrup-
pen murders at least 3,000 
Jews in Letychiv.

• 1965 - Following the Battle 
of Burki, the Indian Army 
captures Dograi in course 
of the Indo-Pakistani War of 
1965.

• 1967 - Israeli tank shelling 
sinks three Egyptian troop-
carrying boats in the Suez 
Canal. Israel claims the 
ships violated the Egyptian-
Israeli agreement banning 
small craft navigation in the 
waterway.

• 1979 - Emperor Bokassa I 
is overthrown in a bloodless 
coup in the Central African 
Republic.

• 1979 - Rifleman S. Shan-
gweni from 101 Battalion 

Douglas MacArthur
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SWATF was Killed in Ac-
tion during a contact with 
SWAPO/PLAN insurgents 
in Northern Owamboland. 
He was 24.

• 1981 - Two members from 4 
SAI were Killed in Action in 
Southern Angola when their 
Buffel troop carrier with 11 
troops on board, detonated 
a landmine. The casualties 
were: Rifleman Roderick 
James Leonard MacIntosh 
(18). Rifleman Edward Dan-
iel van Rooyen (19).

• 1987 - Rifleman (Gunner) 
William George Beukman 
from 4 SAI was killed in ac-
tion. He was 19.

• 1993 - Erich ‘Bubi’ Hart-
mann, World War II Luft-
waffe fighter pilot, dies on 
this day at the age of 71. 
Hartmann was the leading 
fighter ace of World War II 
with 352 credited kills.

• 2011 - The United States 
military ends its “Don’t ask, 
don’t tell” policy, allowing 
gay men and women to serve 
openly for the first time.

21 September
• 1780 - During the American 

Revolutionary War, Bene-
dict Arnold gives the British 
the plans to West Point.

• 1896 - British force under 
Horatio Kitchener takes 
Dongola in the Sudan.

• 1899 - During the Second 
Anglo-Boer War, Hong 
Kong offers military assis-
tance to Great Britain.

• 1942 - The Holocaust in 
Ukraine: On the Jewish 
holiday of Yom Kippur, Na-

zis send over 1,000 Jews of 
Pidhaitsi to Bełżec extermi-
nation camp.

• 1942 - The Holocaust in Po-
land: At the end of Yom Kip-
pur, Germans order Jews to 
permanently evacuate Kon-
stantynów and move to the 
ghetto in Biała Podlaska, es-
tablished to assemble Jews 
from seven nearby towns, 
including Janów Podlaski, 
Rossosz and Terespol.

• 1942 - The Boeing B-29 Su-
perfortress makes its maiden 
flight.

• 1953 - Lieutenant No Kum-
sok, a North Korean pilot, 
defects to South Korea and 
is associated with Operation 
Moolah.

• 1960 - United Nations de-
ploys 4 000 troops to Ka-
tanga to prevent the massa-
cre of Baluba tribesmen by 
provincial troops and police 
in Congo.

• 1964 - The North American 
XB-70 Valkyrie, the world’s 
first Mach 3 bomber, makes 
its maiden flight from Palm-
dale, California.

• 1966 - Able Seaman Philli-
pus Johannes Havenga from 
SAS Simonsberg was killed 
in a diving training accident 
in False Bay. He was 20.

• 1971 - Candidate Offi-
cer Hendrik Oswald Mey-
er Odendaal from Flying 
Training School Langebaan-
weg was killed when his 
Atlas MB326M Impala Mk 
I crashed in the Kouebokke 
Mountains near Citrusdal 
while carrying out a solo 
night Navigation exercise. 

He was 20.
• 1978 - Rifleman Johanne 

Cornelius Du Plessis from 
11 Commando Regiment 
was critically wounded in 
a shooting incident at Etale 
Base. He later succumbed 
to his wounds in 1 Military 
Hospital. He was 21.

• 1978 - Sergeant Hendrik 
Gerhardus van der Merwe 
from 1 Reconnaissance 
Regiment attached to “D” 
Squadron Rhodesian Spe-
cial Air Service was Killed 
in Action when he was hit 
in the throat by enemy rifle 
fire while participating in 
an attack on a ZANLA Base 
in the Chimoio area of Mo-
cambique during Operation 
Snoopy. He was 23.

• 1982 - Rifleman Dumba Ca-
tumbele from 201 Battalion 
SWATF was killed in an ac-
cidental explosion in an am-
munition bunker at Omega. 
He was 23.

• 1988 - Rifleman Douw Cor-
net from 7 SAI attached 
to 202 Battalion SWATF 
was killed when his Buffel 
Troop Carrier overturned at 
Mashari. He was 19.

• 1989 - Rifleman Rivers Am-
mon Sibuyi from the Kruger 
National Park Commando 
was killed after being at-
tacked by a lion while on 
foot patrol in the Northern 
section of the Kruger Na-
tional Park. He was 31.

• 1990 - Charles Taylor, lead-
er of a Liberian rebel fac-
tion, announces a unilateral 
cease-fire set to take effect 
the next day.

• 2004 - Major Catherine La-
buschagne (25) makes his-
tory when she becomes the 
first woman fighter pilot in 
the world to fly a Gripen 
fighter jet during the open-
ing of the African Aerospace 
and Defence Air Show at the 
Waterkloof Air Force base.

• 2013 - Al-Shabaab Islamic 
militants attack the West-
gate shopping mall in Nai-
robi, Kenya, killing at least 
67 people.

22 September
• 1776 - During the American 

Revolution, Nathan Hale 
was executed without a trial 
after he was caught spying 
on British troops on Long Is-
land, his last words, “I only 
regret that I have but one life 
to lose for my country.”

• 1828 - Shaka, Zulu chief and 
founder of the Zulu empire, 
is murdered by his two half-
brothers Dingane and Mh-
langana. Dingane assumes 
the throne.

• 1882 - Field Marshal Wil-
helm Keitel, who served as 
Chief of the Armed Forces 
High Command (Oberkom-
mando der Wehrmacht or 
OKW) in Nazi Germany 
during World War II, was 
born on this day.

• 1900 - As result of a mili-
tary notice on this date, the 
first two refugee camps are 
established at Pretoria and 
Bloemfontein, initially with 
the aim to protect the fami-
lies of burghers who had 
surrendered voluntarily. As 
the families of combatant Catherine Labuschagne

burghers were also driven 
into these and other camps, 
they ceased to be ‘refugee’ 
camps and became ‘concen-
tration’ camps.

• 1900 - The British, under 
Colonel Settle, enter Sch-
weizer-Reneke, in western 
Transvaal.

• 1914 - German submarine 
SM U-9 torpedoes and sinks 
the British cruisers HMS 
Aboukir, Hogue and Cressy 
on the Broad Fourteens off 
the Dutch coast with the loss 
of over 1,400 men.

• 1939 - Joint victory parade 
of Wehrmacht and Red 
Army in Brest-Litovsk at 
the end of the Invasion of 
Poland.

• 1965 - The Indo-Pakistani 
War of 1965 (also known as 
the Second Kashmir War) 
between India and Pakistan 
over Kashmir, ends after the 
UN calls for a ceasefire.

• 1979 - Rifleman William 
Ledgeton Saunders from 3 
SAI was shot dead by an-
other soldier while on guard 
duty in a bunker at Eenhana. 
He was 18.

• 1980 - Iraq invades Iran.
• 1985 - Rifleman Hymie Dia-

mond from 5 SAI was killed 
in a private motor vehicle 
accident, at Vryheid. He was 
19.

• 1989 - Two members from 
85 Combat Flying School 

were killed when their At-
las MB326M Impala Mk I 
crashed near Sabie during a 
routine training flight. The 
casualties were: Lieutenant 
Werner Bredenkamp (20). 
Lieutenant Deon Joubert 
(20).

• 1991 - 2nd Lieutenant Na-
thaniel Roesch from the Dog 
Training Centre died from 
the effects of smoke inhala-
tion while assisting to extin-
guish a veld fire at Bourkes 
Luck. He was 19.

• 1998 - Eight members of the 
SANDF, six from 1 Para-
chute Battalion and two 
from 7 Medical Battalion 
Group, were killed in action 
by Lesotho Army Forces 
during Ops Boleas.

23 September
• 1869 - General Christiaan 

Frederik Beyers, Boer gen-
eral, is born in Stellenbosch.

• 1890 - Field Marshal Fried-
rich von Paulus (1890-1957) 
was born on this day. Von 
Paulus led the German 6th 
Army at Stalingrad.
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• 1942 - The Matanikau ac-

tion on Guadalcanal begins 
when U.S. Marines attack 
Japanese units along the 
Matanikau River.

• 1950- During the Battle of 
Hill 282 in Koera, the first 
US friendly-fire incident on 
British military personnel 
since World War II occurs.

• 1979 - The world press 
speculates that a bright flash 
detected by an American 
satellite between SA and the 
Antarctic was caused by a 
South African nuclear bomb 
explosion.

• 1983 - Lieutenant Frans 
Willem Conradie from the 
South West Africa Police 
Counter-Insurgency Wing: 
Ops-K (Koevoet) was killed 
in a motor vehicle accident. 
He was 30.

• 1986 - A force of about 
fifty armed dissidents infil-
trate the Togolese capital of 
Lome in an attempt to topple 
President Gnassingbe Ey-
adema’s government. They 
are defeated by the military.

• 1990 - Lieutenant Sean 
James McGuiness from 42 
Squadron was grievously 
burned when his Aermacchi 
AM-3C Bosbok crashed at 
Potchefstroom on 12 Sep-
tember 1990. He succumbed 
to his injuries in 1 Military 
Hospital on 23 September 
1990. He was 23.

24 September
• 1645 - Battle of Rowton 

Heath, Parliamentarian vic-
tory over a Royalist army 
commanded in person by 

King Charles.
• 1780 - Benedict Arnold flees 

to British Army lines when 
the arrest of British Major 
John André exposes Ar-
nold’s plot to surrender West 
Point.

• 1877 - Battle of Shiroyama, 
decisive victory of the Im-
perial Japanese Army over 
the Satsuma Rebellion.

• 1884 - German weapons de-
signer and engineer Hugo 
Schmeisser was born on this 
day. One of the most popu-
lar German weapons dur-
ing World War II was the 
MP-40 submachine gun.  It 
was often erroneously called 
“Schmeisser” by the Allies, 
although Hugo Schmeisser 
was not involved in the de-
sign or production of the 
weapon.

• 1960 - USS Enterprise, 
the world’s first nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier, is 
launched.

• 1964 - South African ordi-
nance workshops have pro-
duced the first Belgian F.N. 
rifle, which is now ready to 
go into production.

• 1978 - Hasso von Man-
teuffel, the German general 
who commanded the 5th 
Panzer Army during World 
War II, died on this day at 
the age of 81.

• 1979 - Civilian rule is estab-
lished in Ghana after the first 
military coup under Jerry 
Rawlings on 4 June, 1979.

• 1982 - Rifleman Don An-
dries Spence from Bravo 
Company, 1 Parachute Bat-
talion was killed after be-

ing struck by a bullet from 
an accidental discharge of 
a fellow soldiers rifle af-
ter a contact with SWAPO/
PLAN insurgents in South-
ern Angola. He was 20.

• 1987 - Armed forces seize 
control of Transkei, oust-
ing Prime Minister George 
Matanzima.

• 1997 - Following the slay-
ing of hundreds of civil-
ians in a series of incidents 
believed linked to upcom-
ing elections and the long 
though sporadically fought 
civil war, the military wing 
of Algeria’s principle Islam-
ic opposition group calls for 
a truce and orders its guer-
rillas to ‘stop combat opera-
tions’.

25 September
• 1900 - The British under 

Generals R. Pole-Carew 
and I.S.M. Hamilton occupy 
the deserted Komatipoort 
on the ZAR eastern border 
with Portuguese East Africa 
(Mozambique).Burnt out 
railway cars form a train al-
most twelve kilometres long 
on the Selati line.

• 1901 - The attack on Fort 
Itala, occupied by the Brit-
ish, takes place with the 
British force retreating af-
ter fierce fighting and with 
heavy losses on both sides.

• 1901 - Captain R.D.C. 
Miers of the South African 
Constabulary is shot and 
killed under a flag of truce 
by Field-cornet Salmon van 
As, who is tried and execut-
ed nine months later.

• 1915 - World War I: The 
Second Battle of Cham-
pagne begins.

• 1944 - Surviving elements 
of the British 1st Airborne 
Division withdraw from 
Arnhem in the Netherlands, 
thus ending the Battle of 
Arnhem and Operation Mar-
ket Garden.

• 1955 - The Royal Jordanian 
Air Force is founded.

• 1964 - The Mozambican 
War of Independence against 
Portugal begins.

• 1964 - Corporal Johannes 
David Kriel, an Air Photog-
rapher attached to 22 Flight 
(Later 22 Squadron) was 
Reported Missing when the 
helicopter he was flying in 
suffered engine failure and 
crashed into Table Bay. He 
has no known grave and re-
mains unaccounted for. He 
was 25.

• 1981 - Rifleman Frederick 
Hikab from the South Af-
rican Cape Corps, attached 
to Sector 30 Headquarters 
SWATF was killed when his 
Buffel Troop Carrier over-
turned in the Etosha Game 
Reserve. He was 22.

• 1985 - Rifleman Anton Bo-
tha from Infantry School 
was critically injured in a 
private motor vehicle acci-
dent between Mossel Bay 
and Oudtshoorn on 23 Sep 
1985. He was transferred 
to the Tygerberg Hospital 
where he unfortunately suc-
cumbed to his injuries on 25 
September 1985. He was 24.

• 1987 - Private Adriaan Jaco-
bus Naude from 1 Mainte-

nance Unit was accidentally 
electrocuted while offload-
ing military supplies at the 
Modder River Station, South 
of Kimberley. He was 18.

• 1987 - Lance Corporal Her-
man Adolf Oosthuizen from 
1 Reconnaissance Regiment 
attached to Fort Doppies was 
killed in a military vehicle 
accident while engaged in 
anti-insurgency operations 
in South Eastern Angola. He 
was 26.

• 1991 - Klaus Barbie, Ger-
man SS captain, known as 
the “Butcher of Lyon”, dies 
on this day.

• 1993 - Three US soldiers are 
killed in Somalia when their 
helicopter is shot down.

26 September
• 1895 - Jürgen Stroop, the 

SS commander that led the 
suppression of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising in 1943, 
was born on this day.

• 1899 - The ZAR govern-
ment formally requests 
military assistance from the 
Orange Free State in accor-
dance with the 1897 Politi-
cal Defence Agreement.

• 1901 - Fort Prospect, about 
fifteen kilometres east of 
Itala, is defended by about 80 
men under Captain Rowley 
of the Dorsetshire Regiment 
when attacked by a burgher 
force under Cheere Emmett. 
A party of Zulu policemen 
under Sergeant Gumbi, out-

Klaus Barbie

side the British lines at the 
time of the first attack, fights 
their way through to share in 
the defence, and the attack is 
repelled with their help.

• 1917 - World War I: The 
Battle of Polygon Wood be-
gins.

• 1918 - The last major battle 
of World War I, the Battle 
of the Argonne, began as a 
combined force of French 
and Americans attacked the 
Germans along a 64 kilome-
tre front.

• 1941 - During World War 
II, the Western Desert Force 
was upgraded with the addi-
tion of two complete corps: 
the XIII and XXX. General 
Sir Alan Cunningham was 
given overall command of 
the newly created Eighth 
Army. Troops included 
South African, Australian, 
New Zealand, Indian, Free 
French, and Polish soldiers.

• 1941 - The Military Police 
Corps is created as a perma-
nent branch of the United 
States Army.
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• 1950 - Personnel of the SA 

Air Force’s No 2 (Flying 
Cheetah) Squadron leave 
Durban to assist the United 
Nations in the Korean War.

• 1950 - United Nations troops 
recapture Seoul from North 
Korean forces.

• 1959 - Lieutenant General 
Sir Leslie James Morshead, 
who led the Australian and 
British troops at the Siege 
of Tobruk (1941) and at the 
Second Battle of El Alam-
ein, dies on this day at the 
age of 70.

• 1978 - Private Jacob Daniel 
Otto van As from 1 Mainte-
nance Unit was killed in a 
military vehicle accident at 
Grootfontein. He was 18.

• 1981 - Captain Noel John 
Malcolm from 104 Vol-
unteer Air Squadron was 
killed when his Piper PA-
28 crashed while carrying 
out an officially authorised 
SAAF tasking. He was 60.

• 1982 - Private William Hen-
ry Ludick from the Army 
Catering Corps was killed in 
a Military Vehicle Accident 
at Kuruman. He was 20.

• 1983 - Soviet nuclear false 
alarm incident: Military of-
ficer Stanislav Petrov identi-
fies a report of an incoming 
nuclear missile as a comput-
er error and not an American 
first strike.

• 1985 - Special Warrant Of-
ficer Jacob Stephanus from 
the South West Africa Police 
Counter-Insurgency Wing: 
Ops-K Division (Koevoet) 
was Killed in Action dur-
ing a contact with SWAPO/

PLAN insurgents in North-
ern Owamboland. He was 
39.

• 1987 - Rifleman Rudolf Jo-
hannes Badenhorst from 
Regiment de la Rey was 
killed in a military vehicle 
accident. He was 20.

• 1988 - Gunner Ignatius Wil-
helmus Ferreira from 4 Ar-
tillery Regiment was killed 
9km from Kathu on the Ku-
ruman road when he was hit 
by a civilian vehicle while 
assisting to dig out a field 
gun that was stuck in the 
sand. The vehicle failed to 
stop at the accident scene. 
He was 21.

27 September
• 1066 - William the Con-

queror and his army set sail 
from the mouth of the River 
Somme, beginning the Nor-
man conquest of England.

• 1777 - Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania becomes the capital 
of the United States, for one 
day after the Second Conti-
nental Congress evacuates 
Philadelphia to avoid invad-
ing British forces.

• 1862 - General Louis Botha, 
soldier, statesman and first 
prime minister of the Union 
of South Africa, is born near 
Greytown, Natal.

• 1899 - The ZAR calls up the 
South African Republican 
Burgher Force.

• 1900 -  During the Second 
Anglo-Boer War the poli-
cy of concentration camps 
is officially sanctioned by 
Lord Roberts.

• 1940 - The Tripartite Pact is 

signed in Berlin by Germany, 
Japan and Italy.

• 1942 - Last day of the Sep-
tember Matanikau action on 
Guadalcanal as United States 
Marine Corps troops barely 
escape after being surround-
ed by Japanese forces near 
the Matanikau River.

• 1944 - The Kassel Mission 
results in the largest loss by 
a USAAF group on any mis-
sion in World War II.

• 1981 - Rifleman America 
Jose from 32 Battalion was 
shot dead by a fellow soldier 
during an argument at Buf-
falo. He was 26.

• 1982 - Private Renier Nico-
laas Johannes Grobler from 
3 Satellite Radar Station at 
Mafeking was killed in a pri-
vate motor vehicle accident 
hear Ottoshoop while doing 
a compulsory 30 day camp. 
He was 22.

• 1982 - Staff Sergeant Willem 
Petrus Burger from South 
African Army Headquarters 
died at 1 Military Hospital 
after suffering a fatal heart 
attack. He was 62.

• 1984 - Two members from 
2 Special Service Battal-
ion were accidentally killed 
when their SAMIL 20 over-
turned at Groot Marico after 
the front tyre burst, causing 
the driver to lose control of 
the vehicle. The casualties 
were: Trooper Jeams Andries 
Solomon Theodorus Randall 
(20). Trooper Frans Hendrik 
Jansen van Vuuren (19).

• 1985 - Rifleman Coenraad 
Johannes Jacobus Bel from 
4 SAI was killed in a private 

motor vehicle accident while 
on weekend pass. He was 22.

• 1987 - A British newspaper 
reports heavy fighting be-
tween Angolan government 
forces and Unita, in which 
SA is allegedly taking part.

• 1990 - Corporal Freek Jo-
hannes Palmer from the 
Cape Regiment Died of 
Wounds after being shot by 
an unknown gunman using 
a home-made weapon while 
he was on foot patrol in 
Kwamashu. He succumbed 
to his wounds in Addington 
Hospital later in the day. He 
was 26.

• 1992 - A Nigerian military-
transport plane crashes short-
ly after taking off from Lagos 
September 27, killing all 163 
people on board.

• 1993 - The UN Security 
Council bans sales of arms 
and fuel to the National 
Union for the Total Indepen-
dence of Angola (UNITA) 
because the rebel movement 
failed to stop fighting the 
government and renegotiates 
a 1991 peace settlement to 
end the country’s civil war.

• 1993 - General James ‘Jim-
my’ Doolittle, commander 
of the Doolittle Raid, a bold 
long-range retaliatory air 
raid on the Japanese main 
islands, on April 18, 1942, 
four months after the attack 
on Pearl Harbour, dies at the 
age of 96.

• 1996 - In Afghanistan, the 
Taliban capture the capital 
city Kabul after driving out 
President Burhanuddin Rab-
bani and executing former Jimmy Doolittle

leader Mohammad Najibul-
lah.

• 
28 September
• 1781 - American forces 

backed by a French fleet be-
gin the siege of Yorktown, 
Virginia, during the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War.

• 1918 - The Fifth Battle of 
Ypres begins.

• 1939 - Nazi Germany and 
the Soviet Union agree on a 
division of Poland after their 
invasion during World War 
II.

• 1939 - Warsaw surrenders to 
Nazi Germany during World 
War II.

• 1944 - Soviet Army troops 
liberate Klooga concentra-
tion camp in Klooga, Esto-
nia.

• 1961 - A military coup in 
Damascus effectively ends 
the United Arab Republic, 
the union between Egypt and 
Syria.

• 1984 - Corporal Petrus Jo-
hannes Du Plessis from 1 
Special Service Battalion 
died after being grievously 
burned in an accidental petrol 
stove explosion at Oshakati 
while the armoured vehicles 
were in a laager. He was 22.

• 1988 - Rifleman Rionell 
Prins from 53 Battalion was 
accidentally killed after be-
ing struck by a bullet result-
ing from an accidental dis-
charge of a fellow soldiers 

rifle during operations in 
Southern Angola. He was 20.

• 1991 - Strategic Air Com-
mand (SAC) stands down 
from alert all ICBMs sched-
uled for deactivation under 
START I, as well as its stra-
tegic bomber force.

• 1995 - Bob Denard and a 
group of mercenaries take 
the islands of the Comoros in 
a coup.

• 2012 - Somali and African 
Union forces launch a co-
ordinated assault on the So-
mali port city of Kismayo to 
take back the city from al-
Shabaab militants.

29 September
• 1865 - The Battle of Naau-

wpoort, near Clarens in the 
eastern OFS, takes place 
during the second Basotho 
War.

• 1900 - The position of Com-
mander-In-Chief at the War 
Office in London is offered 
to Lord Roberts.

• 1900 - Major His Highness 
Prince Christian Victor Al-
bert Ludwig Ernst Anton, 
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heir of Norway, grandson of 
Queen Victoria and ADC to 
Lord Roberts, dies of enteric 
fever in Pretoria.

• 1911 - Italy declares war on 
the Ottoman Empire.

• 1918 - Bulgaria signs the 
Armistice of Salonica. The 
Hindenburg Line is broken 
by an Allied attack. Germa-
ny’s Supreme Army Com-
mand tells the Kaiser and 
the Chancellor to open ne-
gotiations for an armistice.

• 1935 - Haile Selassie, Em-
peror of Ethiopia, warns the 
League of Nations that he is 
going to mobilise his forces 
because of threats of inva-
sion by Italy.

• 1939 - The Active Citizen 
Force units of SA are autho-
rised to accept volunteers 
for the duration of the war.

• 1941 - Holocaust in Kiev, 
Soviet Union: German Ein-
satzgruppe C begins the 
Babi Yar massacre, accord-
ing to the Einsatzgruppen 
operational situation report.

• 1942 - East Africa. South 
African troops are landed 
at Tulearon (Toliara) on the 
south west coast of Mada-
gascar, to support the East 
African force based at Ta-
nanarive (Antananarivo).

• 1977 - Four members from 4 
SAI were killed in a friendly 
fire incident near Okalongo 
when a soldier who formed 
part of an ambush position, 
opened fire. The casualties 
in this unfortunate incident 
were: Sergeant Jan Pieter 
Albertus Furstenburg (24). 
Corporal Leslie Muller (19).  

Rifleman Jan Joachim Jaco-
bus de Vos (18). Rifleman 
Cornelius Johannes Lourens 
(19).

• 1979 - Ex-president Macias 
Nguema of Equatorial Guin-
ea is executed following his 
overthrow on 3 August. No 
Equatoguinean soldier par-
ticipates in the execution, 
because Macias Nguema 
was and is still believed to 
have magical powers. The 
job is done by hired Moroc-
can troops.

• 1981 - Two helicopter crew-
men from 19 Squadron and 
four members of the SADF 
including a Medical Doctor 
were Killed in Action when  
their Aerospatiale SA330L 
Puma crashed at Oshakati. 
The casualties were: Lieu-
tenant Desmond O’Connor 
(21). Sergeant Daniel Fran-
cis Lamprecht (27). Lieuten-
ant (Dr) Cecil George Bartie 
(27). Candidate Officer 
James van Zyl (21). Private 
Hendrik Jacobus Baden-
horst (19). Rifleman Rich-
ard Anthony Herbst (20).

• 1990 - Rifleman Barry Hart 
from 6 SAI was killed in a 
military vehicle accident 
on Beit Bridge Road while 
traveling towards Vhembe 
Base. He was 23.

• 1990 - The YF-22, which 
would later become the F-22 
Raptor, flies for the first 
time.

30 September
• 1832 - Lord Frederick 

Sleigh Roberts, British of-
ficer in command during 

Anglo-Boer War 2, is born 
in Cawnpore, UK.

• 1901 - The Battle of Moed-
wil takes place, with the 
Boer forces under General 
De la Rey and Kemp retreat-
ing after fierce fighting.

• 1901 - Cornelis Broeksma, 
an attorney from Holland, is 
executed as a traitor by fir-
ing squad at the Johannes-
burg Fort. Information about 
appalling conditions in con-
centration camps and the 
number of deaths that he had 
collected got into the hands 
of the British. His informa-
tion made its way in code 
via Amsterdam to London.

• 1915 - Radoje Ljutovac be-
comes the first soldier in 
history to shoot down an en-
emy aircraft with ground-to-
air fire.

• 1931 - The War Museum 
at the ‘Vrouemonument’ 
(Women’s Memorial) in 
Bloemfontein is officially 
inaugurated by General 
Hertzog.

• 1966 - Nazi war criminals 
Albert Speer and Baldur von 
Schirach were released from 
Spandau prison after serving 
20 years. The prison, origi-
nally built for 600 inmates, 
was left with only one pris-
oner, former Deputy Führer 
Rudolf Hess.

• 1949 - The Berlin Airlift, 
which delivers 2 million 
tons of food and fuel to West 
Berliners while circumvent-
ing a Soviet blockade, and 
in which the SAA took part, 
comes to an end.

• 1954 - The U.S. Navy sub-

marine USS Nautilus is 
commissioned as the world’s 
first nuclear reactor powered 
vessel.

• 1971 - It is officially an-
nounced that the British and 
South African naval units 
will engage in a month of 
joint manoeuvres in South 
African waters from 4 Octo-
ber to 3 November 1971.

• 1975 - The Hughes (later 
McDonnell Douglas, now 
Boeing) AH-64 Apache 
makes its first flight. Eight 
years later, the first produc-
tion model rolled out of the 
assembly line.

• 1983 - Rifleman Joshua 

Daniel Joubert Steyn from 4 
SAI, attached to 61 Mecha-
nised Battalion Group was 
accidentally killed in a 
shooting Incident at Omuth-
iya. He was 20.

• 1988 - Sapper Robert Re-
nison from the Army Battle 
School died from a gunshot 
wound, accidentally self-in-
flicted after he shot himself 
in the chest while playing 
with his firearm in the Duty 
Room at Lohathla. He was 
18.

• 1988 - Rifleman Lefu An-
dries Chauzane from 54 
Battalion was accidentally 
killed near the entrance to 5 

Maintenance Unit in Owam-
boland. He was 18.

• 2004 - The AIM-54 Phoe-
nix, the primary missile for 
the F-14 Tomcat, is retired 
from service. Almost two 
years later, the Tomcat is re-
tired.

F-14 Tomcat
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Useful links
Every month we will be featuring a few useful links to military websites, newsletters and on-

line magazines. Stuff that we think our readers will appreciate.
Here are two of our favourites. The first one is Nongqai, the unofficial police newsletter for 

veterans of the former South African Police Force and for those interested in Police History. The 
second is Jimmy’s Own, the official newsletter of the South African Signals Association. Click 
on the magazine covers to go to the respective websites.

quiz

World War II Insignia
1. Erich Hartmann of the Ger-

man Luftwaffe with 352 
kills.

2. The General Belgrano.
3. The United States.
4. Paul Tibbets.
5. Bock’s Car.
6. Five. George Gristock, John 

Nettleton, Gerhard Norton, 
Quentin Smythe, and Edwin 
Swales.

7. General George S. Patton.
8. Dad’s Army.
9. The Panther.
10. Avtomat Kalashnikova.
11. The Six-Day War.
12. Fishbed.
13. The Battle of Gettysburgh. 

It cost 51,112 casualties.

14. Dr. Mary Edwards Walker. 
She was awarded the medal 
during the American Civil 
War.

15. None.
16. The Royal Navy.
17. Special Air Service - Special 

Boat Service.
18. Andy McNab.
19. The Soviet Union.
20. The Nuremberg war crimes 

trials. 
21. The Flying Fortress.
22. High Altitude Low Opening.
23. The Red Baron.
24. Garryowen.
25. 4 May 1978.
26. Cpl Pieter Arnoldus Swane-

poel, 2 SAI, HCS, 11 No-

Military
Despatches

Website

“Things don’t have to 
change the world to be 

important.”
Steve Jobs

Our aim is to make the Military Despatches website easy to use. Even more important to us, we 
want to make the website informative and interesting. The latest edition of the magazine will be 
available, as will all the previous editions. More over, there will be links to videos, websites, and 
articles that our readers may find interesting. So check out the website, bookmark it, and pass the 
URL on to everyone that you think may be interested.

Have you checked out the bookshelf on 
the website? Here you can open and read 
individual articles on screen with no need 

to download anything.

You will find articles on numerous differ-
ent topics that have been published over 
the past two years as well as video clips 

and documentaries.

vember 1975.
27. Army of the Republic of 

Vietnam and North Viet-
namese Army.

28. It has a safety catch.
29. Erwin Rommel.
30. Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, 

and Sword.

22

https://issuu.com/hennieheymans/docs/nongqai_vol_10_no_6_a
http://www.signalsassociation.org.za/page19.html
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that can be turned.
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2D & 3D Animation
Produced in any video format.
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Scripting, storyboard, filming and edit-
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